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To Mr. Daniel Whitefoote, and Ars. Barbara Waller, the 
oxely Son ana Dinehter of the Deceaſed Ars, Barbara 
Whitefoore, lute of Hapton : Mercy, Grace 
41d Peace from God the Father, and our 
Lord Jeſus Chr:ft, be extended 
and multiply: d. 


-- Pr Hs 
Dear Friends, 
Have you may ſee (thovgh with ſome reluQancy az | 
being conſciousto my felt of my own weakneſs, in ' 
ſpeaking to the great things of God and Chriſt ) ac- 
complithed your detires, for publiſhing what was upon 
my thoughtsz and (as to ſome Heads. thereof) was 
ſpoken to, and in the Family of y@ur Deceaſed Mo- 
ther, by occaſion of her Death and Burial. [ pray God 
add his bletiing wirh it, that it may provoke ſome at 
leaſt, yea all that readit, if it may be, to conſider their 
ways, whether they be good and righteovs, and what 
the end toward which they tend : fo thar they that be- 
Jieve and live amiſs, may be there-through awakened 
to repentance, and to feck after rig:teouſneſ:; even 
the righteouſneſs which is of God by taith : not reſting 
with Bu/zaaw in good Wiſhes and Delires, or rather in 
Wiſhes and Delires of Good, ſo as to miſs as he did, of 
the good they wiſh; but that awakening from ſin to 
xighteouſneſle and following after ir, in ſeeking the 
Lord, they may both defire and attain what is truly 
good : and that they that are in the way of righteov!- 
nels, may through the conitderation of irs good and glo- 
rious end and reward, hold on their way to the ead : So 
ſhould my labour herein be well beſtowed. Andoh that 
both Tand yoa may our {eivesd what we defire and have 
 kerein, infome meaſure. endeavoured for others ! that 
WO 


—_— 


while we ſeek their good, we alſo minding the good 
way, may ſhare with all that are good, or get good here- 
by, 11: the reward. This briefly in Geaeral. Belides which 
1 would addea word to either of you, Severally. And 
Firſt co you Mr. Darie/, let me lay, Remember the 
good and grave counſel and advice of your Dear deceal- 
cd Mother; eſpecially her dying farewell, and endea- 
vour ſo to feek after the Lord, read and wind his good 
word, believe his love and grace to» and mankind 1n his 
Son, and yield up your le!t to ob-y and 1 low his hea + 
venly Conni-cls, preterriag the Goip-l { as your good 
Mother adriled you) not onely above the pleaſures of 
ſit for a ſeaion, and what vain Compantpns, foorts and 
paitimes can attord, or vain perſcas entice you to, but 
alſv above your wortalyettate; and to adhereto the 
goud advice of {uch as be (ober, ſtaid, and gadly triends, 
that the may at giſt reap the fruit of all her ſerious 
wiihes, deſires prayers.and tears for your good, and of 
all her tender attectioaate love to you, 1n her receiving 
you 1n the ceſ{'ircection of the juſt, atthe comming of 
the Lord, 1ahe lot and tare of the righteous and holy 
Saints and (ſervants of Gd You are young ,and need 
help and virection. F would have you think lo and be.{o- 
ber minded : not thinking your teiffo wite as that you 
may chuſe tor your {lt your ways, and need noneto 
guideand countel you; mind $0/ogr0775 laying, P20. 27, 
10. 1n1 thine own fri-nd int{ihy fothore friend for(1h» thou 
70t, Not taking any tor your triends that would flatter 
you into vain courles, to follow your will and ple iſares 
to your ruine; in all things mind Gods word, and call 
upon him tor his grace and bleffing in and through 
Chrilt Jeſus, and he will bleſs you an4 do you good. 
Seriouſly perule alſo rhis Treatiſe, and let 1rs contents 
be over with you. And the Lord bleſs to you, That's 


# i, 
S} 


2 {T1 fay to por at preſent. 


As for thee, Dear Siſter, thou haſt cauſe to bleſs 
{c1 the gocd he hath done to \ou, and the mercy 
race he hath ſhewed you, both in your ſelf and in your 

; deceaſed Mother. Oh let not his 9oodneſs ever be 

for gotten by you, or flip out of \our heart : follow yet 

on after righteouſnels,a nd ſeek the Lord: the prize is be- 
fore you,and aſcertained in Chriſt to you in following 
after it : onely watch and take heed of what nay divert 
or ſubvert you from it, eſpecially of knowing your (elf 
in what you know, and in the gitts God hath teſtowed 
on you, and foof being puffed up wi-rh any ſpirftual 
pride, Though not of that onlv, but alſo of every way 
of the world , or flntul remptation by which the ad- 
verſary will not be wanting to endeavuur your harm, 
and whereof this Treatitle alto affords ſume notice and 
warning but that's one main temptation he uſes againſt 
ſ1ch as are going on the right war, to make them reflect 
ſo upon their own beauty, put upon them by Chrift as 

there-through to adulterate from Chrilt, as in F=ck. 16. 

14, 15, 15, 07, ©. fe wi probibly che way he fell him- 

ſelf, the looking upon an! ti.llngin love with his own 

created cxcellencies : and nunce lifring up himſelf co 
delire that that was proper tv the Creator, and its the 
way he ſets upon many perions (knowing perſons efpe- 
cially) co corrupt them from the irnplicity of Chriſt, 
and an humb!e taithtul dependance on F'm and walk- 
ing in the f-:c of God throigh him, ta wkom all their 
fulnet: and feiwiy 1s, But T hope, he that hath called you 
by, aid into his grace vill keep you through his grace 
from that and every other evil thing aad ſo cleanſe, 
ſantifie, and mike you perfect in every- good thing, as 
that you (hall without fail attain to the giory and glori- 
ous kingdom that he hath prepared for, and promiſed to 
them that love him. And in that hope and periwaſion 
for x01, I commit you to him ang to his biefsing. Ar 
= 


taking my leave of you beth, and defiring that this 
reatiſe may turther buth your hppineuies, 


Tr:R, 
com my Hou: | 
o m_—y Frog c lowr truly Loving Friend. 
Fn. 6. 1657. FOHN HORN# 
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Courtcous Reader, thou art d:fired with thy Pem To corre# 
theſe ex ſuing tfcapcs of the Dreſs. 
Pax 6. lins 1. for dy*g men, rea mens Hg. fo 17-1. 19.7. taken, p. 21. 1,35- 
put 24 1iOp at us. p 24. 1, 25. pui cutihbe rſt rap. 251.26. r r47, p, zo. in 
the Mw'gn.r, pextentie. Þ. 3;. ), 18,7. i hue p. 34 |. 3. tor Gr. r, and. p. 
39, I. 2 $+T.CXEM,, |. CO. I. $1,701 af 63 Fee (2 come, P- 4! 1.195. $8 #4: 2nd P» 
147. 1. 32. putcurt #2. |. go. r. '& © ols ef ChriÞen. 48, In tte Margin, for come, r. 
l;ve. p. 60. li. s. Rev. 22 P. Grel, 32. for tha 1. bis Þ+ 70. in the Maupin, r- 
ediiciant. 1, 40. r. dei). p. PF: l. 22, there ts a whole line Ieft our, it ſhould bes 
Dega"s /rom Be ye Carjed m0 evin.offirg fire pregurcd for the Dewl, &c. p.gge 1.15 
tor 19, r, wh, p, 74, Morg. for de, r. bave p. 78 |. 294 1, Dew. 3--p to. Marg» 
1. recs/an&xs Þ 87:1 17, forof r. imp. f. in the fix laſt lines, the 6: lecaers 
are placed too low. p. £g+!,1;.r. 31.1 20 1. ts. p.g1. 1. 11.1. wifh, p. g2+ 
{. 35- fer 68.7. $5, p.gg- l. 3te r. 1 Cw. 1. 13. Þ- 97 |. 23: foritee x. their, 
P+ 102. 4 14 a whole line is omitted, ic ſhould be, Ch»:/3 encly to be be. 119) tcawſe 
neſs, devine ber boge in bin, ard thrrefe-r doing rigiteouſue/s i@ ber graci ation Foc 1, 
37. put 8 ſtop ac indulgence. . 
Is the Verſes. 


” The laſt Anagram ſhou!d be thus printe and pointed , © bat if « robber 2 ear. 

15-1. 11. and 23. and 34 fb71:5coie, ſh u'd have been in 10 words # bit 
| whag in rhe On y. 2. for deate.r, *a'e, allo the Ablative Fzmiaire, rerr3, 
rambs, zrheri3, ſiould have had a circumficx accents and v. 7. for areas ic en;lens 
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BALAAM'S WISH: 


OR, 
| The Happineſs of the Righteous tn, 
and aſter Death, 


NUMBERS +3. 14. 
Let me (my ſoul) die the Death of the Righteows, (or wp- 
right ones) and let my latter end be like to his, 


my: Hatfecer things were written aforetime, were written for 
v { cur inftruQion, that we through patience and comfort of 
fs the Scriptares may b.rve hope, Rom, 25. 5. Now, nor 
_ _ the words, ſavings, and doings of God, and 
good men, be there recorded; but alſomany of evil 
Angels, and evil men: in which , though we cannor ſay of them 
properly , Hear the words of the Lord; but rather, as our Savior 
faich in the Parable of the unjuft Judge , Lake 18. 6. Hear what 
the unjuſt Fadge ſaith : hear what this, or that evil man,or evil fpt 
ric aich: yet in as muchas they are recorded of God, and by his 
Spirir,ir is certain that they may nor be only lawful ro be conhide- 
red by us,bur alſo ufeful roo, for therefore hath the holyGhoft there 
recorded chem, that wemighr receive inftrution by them. For as 
there is no weed ſo ſtinking,bur the Bee mav gather honey there= 
from, as thy uſe proverbially ro ſay, ſo neither is there any ſay- 
ing, or doing of evil men, or devils fo bad , bur a good and wiſe 
hearr, by the guidarce of that Sprrir,that lead his f{ervants ro re- 
cord them, may getinftruftion and profit by them; as our Savior 
obſerves from the Parables of the unjuft ſudge, and unjuſt Stew» 


ard, Like 16. & 18. And Sol-m:n from the vineyard of the floth- 
ful man, & from the fizld of him thar was void of underſtanding, 
Proz.24 30,31,32. Even as no faying or doing of God bs ſo good, 
bur an evil minde may abuſe it to its own ruine,turning his grace 
into wantonneſs ; and thar that is for a welfare into aſnare, and 


whar he gives as a Table, into atrap, as Jud. 4 P/al. 69. 22, de-;' - 1-19 
liro; ing ir ſelf, becaule rhere is help in God, Hy/. 13.9. - 
A 2 Tho 


In the Hebrew 


ugh JET 


BALAAM'S WISH: or, 


then what I have ed tobe conſidered , be the 
words of Baleam, and he was a bad man, a falſe » Diviner, 
or Sooth=ſayer, as appears in 2 Per. 2. 15,16. It. Rev.2.14. 
Nund.24.1. Dext.23.4,5. .Z1.16. and divers other places, 
p_ as much as To the pure all things are pere,aud the holy Ghoſt 

h recorded rhem by MSſes for our uſefulneſs , we may conſider 
them, and ſee whar inftruRion is afforded in them. 

Theoccaliun of them was this : Ijrzel travelling towards che 
Land of Cax3ax, to take pofſeſiion thereof, by Gods guidance and 
conduct of rhem, they paſs by the borders of Mozb ; thereupon 
Blk King of M4 is troubled , and thathe might be contidenc 
to fight them (though giving him no cauſe) he ſends for B:/aam 
(famous in the Eaſt Countreys, ic ſeems,for Divinations) cocome 
and curſe rhem; periwading himſelf rhat whonr he curſed, ſhould 
be accurſed, and he might then prevail againſt them, Nane. 22. 6. 
Balzam at firſt refuſes ro go, God forbidding him. Bak (ends ro 
him again more Meſſengers, and more honorable, with greater 
proffers. Bxlzam,though he had a minde to the wages of unrigh- 
reouſneſs, durft nor go with them withour leave from God. GoJ, 
knowing how to anfwer him according to his idol , and yer glo- 
rite himielf, and magnifie bis people in over-culing his actemprs 


againſt chem, lers him go: yer ſecs his Angel in the way to relift 


tim, and opens the dumb Aﬀes mouth he rode on, upon its fighr 
of the Angel, to reprove his folly ; and charges him by his An- 
gel co ſay nothing to Bz/uk, but whar he bid him, and folers him 
g00n. Being come to Balak, they prepare Alrcars and offer Sacri- 
hees, as proving if God might bz moved by them, ro put 2curſe 
into his mouth againſt tkem , and goes ro meer with God , who 
puts theſe words into his mourh that follow : Balak King of Maab 
bath brought me from Aram, fram the mount sins . f tbe Egft , ſyying, 


Come carje me Jacob : and cem:, dec Irael. How bal T curſe, whom. 


God bath not curſed? And bows ſhall I defie, whom the Lord bath not 
? For from the top of the Rocks I ſee bim , fromthe bills Ile. 


bold bim, Ly, the people ſhall dwell zlene, and ſhall nt be reckined 


the nations, Ibo cancount the dnjt of Jacob? and the num- 

ber ofthe fourth part of Iſrael? To which he adds, as admiring and 

yg Peron happineſs , eſpecially as to his Neath, and aftec 

ſtate , Let me diethe deatb of the right:ows , and let my .4tt-r end be 
like bis. Where we may note, 

That theſe were the words that God put into his mouth, ter. 5. 


and. 


tc DBAs. cert oe. TYING i pas 
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The Reward of Riehtevuſneſr in,and afterdeath., 5 
ahd' ſo divine words,and full of eruth and righeneſs in themſelves; 
and the truth of divers paſſages herein are evident ro berrue : as, 
that they are 8 dweling alone, and not accaxnted (or, as the He- OMIM NY 
brew and che Larine hath ir, («) umbers not bimſe/';) among the (4) Seipſum 
Natiozs , which the truth of all Hiſtories tothis day witnefſerh : 20M 20 ume- 
For though they are diſperſed among all nacions for their fins, yer *" 
They ever dwell, air were, bythemſelves, asa diſtin people oc 
nation, from all choſe among whom they dwell, nor reckoning 
themſelves with them ; and rheir difperlions all over , norwith- 
Randing the (5) numerous mutrirudes of chem that have ar ſundry (b) Biſbop 
times been in divers places ſlaughtered , reftific their number ro Uſher rechonr 


be exceeding great , andſuchasBalaem might well fay of them #9" _ a 
here, Woe can cont their duſt ? pr oy 
In the words of the Text, we may conſider places, inthe 
1. Who he was that ſpakethe words : Not Iſrael, but Balaam. wos under 
Its ke char's meant of in the word. [*me, or my ſoul. ] Tas and 
2; The matrer (poken. Arid that is contiderable, —_— 
i. Ingeneral. A good Wiſh, or Defire. a arg 
gz In parcicular, Thar he might die the death of the righ- cofJeruſa- 
reous, Ec. I:m 1162000 


1. From the firlt of theſe : The perſon wiſhing, Ba/22m, a bad i» 40135 4499 
man ; we may briefly note _ —_— 
Nite 1, Thar good words may ſometimes be in bai mens aur Sang ] 
mou hs. As the Greek Proverb is, Oftim:s (c) a fool may ſfcak ſean them dejtroed 
jonable ſayings. God is the Lord of Hotts., All creatures are his. in Adcians 
And as in the former Chapter ke pur a mans voice intoan Aﬀes ime , jez $3 
mouth ; as if ſhe had had a mans underſtanding in her bruirith Pays > w_ 
heart, and a mans wit in her dull head. Sointhis, and the fol-1 12, _— 
lowi12 Chaprer, he pur divinewords, words of truth, into the ſlaix in the 18+ 
mouth of xwicked man, As Saran can transform himſelf into an mu'rs in Tra- 
Angel of light , fo his minifters ma; be ſometimes cransformed 14ns *7me. 
in"o miniſters of righteouſneſs ; nor onely through evil detign of -© ) dade'e 
th:ir o:#n,bur alſo ſumerime by Guds over-ruling power aud pro- ou. oa 
vidence. So the Spirit of God came upon Sa«!, and he prophes ge. 
ned , even when he was in his perſecutions of David, 1 Sam. 19. 
20, 23. and ORE ſpake by the inftinft of the Holy Ghoft, in 
faving, It heh»ved me man to die for the Nation Sc; Fobn 11.50,51. 
Yea as fonterime Saran mar infinuate his words into good mens 
mouths, as when Peter bid Chriſt favor himſelf. So alfo God ſome=- 
ermes puts good words inco evil mens monnhkes: And char 

x. B2= 


6 .' BALAAMS WISH: or, + 
" 4k S,»- _ g. Becauſe Light thae 
Ye de retheny ww gy 
78 (a7 or ftriving in man, I | God, and 
20454 ize iz aved. As itis ſaid, -God would &; | 
Giri pipe 1:0; kaowled,ce of the trath ; for there dy one of 
«pea 7.apuc aud mar, tbe Man Chrift » whe pave ; elf 6 ranſes for off, - 
«v7» Me 5 teftimony 22 due time, 1 Tim. 2. 4,5,6. Whence it is ſaid, Doth 
- yak nat wiſcdors ery? and nnderftending lift up ber vaice * As ifhe would 
o:8eua; Iv ſay, Can thar bedeuyed or ed of? Prev. $.1,2, 4,5, Oc. 
« \#* tver2s. Thence it is laid , That tbe beatbem with-beld the truth in xurighte= 
v4: Jim cnſneſy; for wÞat was to be known of God was manifely in them , for 
«Ne roc 219S God erved it them. Though when they knew God , they glori- 
_ an 77; fied him not as Go, nor were thankful, but became vain in their 
— EY imaginations, lerting in ſomerking of Gods lighr, rhough reject- 


in Ceif, ! : J 
ng —_ ing the life and power of it, and obeyed ir nor. Thence we tinde 


Toet ts, Gd food ſpeechesin the Reathen , though they liked nor ro be made 

bicvg _ r good by Gods light and goodneſs diſcovered. We may inftance 

rs _ * one in fareral ro this purpoſe. 

the tr:::5, and Permittes ipfis expendere nuaminibW quid 

wheat t5 72 be conmveniat n:tis , rehuſqone (2 utile notrys © 

brown of by, Nam pro jocunn dis attifſiss queque dabunt Da, 

wot ade} 70 Charior et itis boms quam [6:, Ke, 

ms =_ 5 Leave 'r rothe Powers abuve to judge what's meer, 

Sa tis  Theyl give whar's good, in ſtead of what ſeems weer. 

ts ſab + © They loveman better than man himlelt loves. 

with:ac*is fu= Bur this was ſtill ovore evident inthe Jews, as is robe ſeen in 

_ 7b). Rom, 2. 17, 18, 19,29, 21,0. They knew, and could ſpeak of 

m4 >. © many excellentthings, though they thar ſo ſpake,abode ſtill wice 

rhexeh /ams Kal: and forthe Golpel is as a Draw-nect that being caſt intothe 

diag ro:ngs ſea, carches fiſhes good and bad. Whence many reectving its 

rw 1791 of light may ſpeak well,ckongh not receiving ics life and power they 

x trite five ill, Math. 13. 47. 48. and failofthe gracerthar God afforded 

© arv6*- chem, receiving it in vain, Heb. 12. 15. 2.65.6. 1. 
2. Fora teitimony to others, thar they might have means of 

underitanding and helpin the wavy of Gol, And fo as Belsams 
Afſe fpake with a mans voice, for bis Maſters ſake; ſo mighr By- 
{::-i have tho divine Raprures, and ſpeak the language of Gods 
true Prophers , for M>2bs fake. Thatthey knowing who was the 
rrue God, and ſeeing his grear goodneſs to, and the good condi- 
ti09 ofhis people and who they were, might have opportunity of 

joy ning 
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The Reward of Righteouſneſs in,end after death. »y* 
Foyning themiſdves to them , 'and enjoying their happineſs wirk 
Lge it is thought by many, char <e Prophecies of this #i4:2t Che/dei 
rhan out of the mouniaines of the Eaſt . preſerved amongſt the [7 5" _ 
children of thoſe Eaftern Countreys, gave thar underftanding to, in Seipta- 
the Wiſe-men our ofthe Eaft,thar are faid the Birth of Chriſt 7;; , oieter 
to have ſeen his ſtar, and rocomeand worſhip him,Mat.2.1,2. Stcis ex Fe- 
3. For the greater reftimony to God and his truth, while chey £5 &. Bern. 
have ſuch force and evidence , asto gina confeſſion from thoſe '* <2n<<p: B. 
thar loye them nor, bur are their enemies. Asirs an evidence of, |<, ;,.. 
the ſtrength of a mans Cauſe , when rhe adverſary cannot but ac-c,gene narwrg; 
knowledge it. An evidence of the righteouſneſs of Gods Cauſe, etum d inti- 
when he appeals ro mens Conſciences to be Judges in ir, [/@,5.3,4%5 Fiferitus 
Their Rock, is not as our Rock ({airh Miſes of the Nations) onr Ad-//> —_ 
verſaries themſelves being Fuages, Deur. 32.31. CEEY 
In exttaordinary Caſes, fuch as this was, it is for the good 
and advantage of Gods choice people. And ſo ir is aftirmed in 
Dext.23. 4,5- The Lord would not hearken unto B/aamr,buc rur- 
ned the Curſe inro a Blefling , Becauſe tbe Lord their God loved bis 
e, And in Jo. 24. 10. Irvonld not bearkex wnto Balaam, but 
be altogetber bleſſed yen,oud I delivered you ont of big bend. Whence 
allo the Ptopher Bficab bids Nrael remember what Balaam rhe fon 
of Beor anſwered unto Balak , That they might know the righteouſne!s 
of the Lord, Thar is, his faithfulneſs ro his people; Mich. 6.5. So 
Sawls prophecying was that Dizrid might eſcape him. And this .,- 
commends the goodneſs of the Lord', both ashe'is the Savior of ©* * 
all men, and as eſpecially of thoſe that believe, though ic condemn 
the badnefs of men char abuſe his goodneſs , whocentd norabuſe 
his goodneſs were be nor ſo good to them, and world nor abuſe ir, 
and reſt ſhort of his gracious good end in exrending ir , if they 
were not fo bad. 

2. It inſtructs us as not to receive every word that good men 
may ſay ; for fin zne corruprionin them, and Saran gerting ad- 
vantage thereby, niay ſomerime miſ-lead them ro ſpeak amils,- as 
_ 0 our $—o: Foes 16. o3: _ —_ - ro 

ireQion, Nor to deſpiſe cying, adds; Try all things , and 
bold faft that that is = Pata ; eh alfo good men ſometime, 
un-fay what they have foreſaid, and vary from it; as Azitin had 
his Book of Retra&ations. Solfo norto reje&t all chat may be ſaid 
by evil men; becauſe evil men; ar leaſtnor toreje&tGads'fwc ings 
and good counfels-fromthem:: rhough no body would wiſely go 
co 


g BALAAM'S WISH: or, 
t ſeek the Lord, or enquire after his minde by them, when bet= 
rer means are afforded. The Scribes and Poariſees ( ith our Sa- 
viour) ſit in Moſes Chair , all therefore whatſoever they bid you do, 
(namely, as halding forth, and ſerting forward Myer Law) that 
obfere and de, Math. 23. 2, 3. And ics obſervable, that after our 
Savior kad reſtifed againlt f#Zas , John 13. 19. he immediately 
adds , Verilz, verily I jay nwte jou , be toat receiveth whom ocver I 
ſend, receteth mez and be that receivath me , receiveth bimthat (ext 
me, As implyiug, that what F=das had preached by his Million 
of him , was never the leis to Se regarded by ochers, rhough he 
himſelf miſcarrved. Gods words are Gods words, and in them- 
ſelves have the ſame truth and holineſs, though in a wicked mans 
mouth ; nor doth he difown his Scarures, though an evil man de- 
clare them , bur onely the evil man that declares them, P/al. 50. 
> 26,17. Even as Chriſt faich nur, he never knew his Name when 
evil men-prophetied in ic, and thereby caft ouc devils; buthe 
knew not the men though doing ſuch things cherein,thar wroughr 
iniquity, and abede in evil, Math, 5.22.23. St. Pawlcites ſome= 


dimes the ſayings of Heathen Poers, and hath made them Cano-' 


nical Scripture by his citing tkem; and ir coſt a good man his life 
thar he negleRed to hear counſel from God by a heathen. 2 Chren. 
35+ 22. F-fi4b was flainin barttel, nor hearing or hearkning tothe 
words of Necho King of Egypt, from the mouth of God. | 
Bery.cezcS Again, lerno man litt up himſelf in baving knowlegde and 
_ 4 F- _ ability ro preach, and {peak Gods word, and a good language 
{rmencs Dei, ©, or of Gods pecple, ſeeing that's a gift a bad man may have, 


& titnes andbe neverthe better , burtthe worle 


a7 ef, of God, that hears the word of God and keeps it. Better to be but a 
ſed code = hearer anda doer. than a Preacher and no doer of the word of 
r afar ayer, God. As many might help to build Noabs Ark , that not entring 
tis bed e tz Ut, Perilſbe in the Flood : So it is here, Az. 7.21422. ; 
dextrs Sc 2. Astothe marrer of the words 18 general - They are a with, 
agood wiſh or delire,fuch a wiſh as a good man may with. 
- Thence note, 1. Gods diſpenſations ro men may beget good 
thingsin them , that yet are not made good by them. So here, 
whar God ſaid and ſkewed to Bulzem , produced in him an en- 
lighrned underſtanding , an apprehenſion and -periwafion that 
Erael was a righteous and a good. people; and that continuing fo, 
they ſhould have a good Death, and. a delizable End, te 
| ore 


It : Not every cue that. 
erfi;0en'is faith, Lord, Lord, foal inherit the Kingdcm , but be that doth the will. 
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fare he aliucommends aud blefſes them.as a happy people ; and 
had gocddeiires that his foul might dye their death, and his /arter 
ena be like ro bx, Yea, this note is further confirmed , if we 
view othes expreſlions of what was begot in him, as a reſfolu- 
tion to obey God, and anaRual obedience too in many things, 
when God laid, Thoz fhait nit go withthem (the Mefiengers ot 
Batak ) thou ſha't not curſe the people, for they are bleſſed; thoug|!: 
it made hin not good, ver he was fo far obedient that he. did 10: 
go Wich them, nor do the evil God forbad him, Nzmb. 22. 12, 13. 
and when Bak ſent more, and more honourable Meflenge: 5 
with protiers ot greater honours and rewards , he had-ſuch-a- 
awe vt God upon his ſpiric, that he- tells them, Though Balak 
W824 gite vim bas bouſe ful of Silver ani Gold, 'be contd nat go bey. nd 
the word of the Lord bis God; both calling God, his God, aud 
proteſting his adbaring to his word : And when he ſeethe Angel 
tianding inthe way againk hin, becauſe his way was perverle 
beture God, yer he fo far ſubmits himſelfas ro ſay, if it &i/pleafid 
bim, be won'sd go back again, and God permicting himto guon, 
he rold Ba/s; , the word that God rut ir: bis month, that ſhould ve 
ſpeak, vert. 38. and Chap. 23, 12, Muit I n:3 take beed to ſpeak that 
wbich wwe Lord bath put into my month ? and jubifving himſelt 
againtt Balak, angry with, and faulting him for nor cur;ng, bur 
bletling 1-2], hefaith, Told Inot thee that all t! at the Lord ſpeaker 
that I mutt av 5 all that, avs nothing but thit, What obedience and 
conſtancy m his obedience is here? and Chap. 24. 12, 13. Spake 
1 nat to thr Meſſengers which iven ſenteſt to me, laying, if Balak would 
give me vis bout e full of Silver and Gold, Tcannct go beyond the Com- 
manacmcet of tbe Lord, te ao good or evil of mine ew mind # but 
m bat tve Lord jaith, that Iwil ſpeak; as reſolving and holding faft 
his reſolution to obey God whatever honeur and prefermenrt he 
thereby loſt, chough a houle full, yea, B2/zk*s houle full of Silver 
and Gold ; and Balak being a King, his houſe ſure was a greac 
houſe, a Palace. I fear a few bandiuls of ſuch meral would rempr 


many now adaysto revile the fearers of God , androugn Men- * 


pleaſers therein : eſpecially if fuch men as B/4k was. Yer Baulagm 
ftocd to to his tackling, thar he will nor be rempted by a houle 
full of Goid and Silver. _ Yea, be makes Blah ftamp arl clap 
his hands at, him, and bad him flee to his place : hethoughr 
to have promoted him togreat honour, bur now the Lord had 
kept him back from honqur,. Chap. 24.10, 11, How far may a 
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man £9, and yet be 2 bad man, « falſe Propher for all that*! 
Bil:xm ſeemed here © cufirip St. Peter ar ſome time Baluar 
thraugh fear of God , diſpleates and angers Baak, becauſe he 
will nor difobey God, and curſe his people. And Peter at the 
voice of a forr; Damfel, denies his Mafter Chrift , yea, with 
\searing and curhng himſelf, difowns him; ver borh being 
overborn by fear, neither of their aQttings are reckoned to them. 
Not Balzsn:: for good, becauſe ir was not our of love to God 
and his people that he bleſt them ; bur our of fear and conftraint : 
he durſt do no otherwiſe. Nor Peter's for evil; for ic was not 
our of hatred orill will ro his Mafter, bur meerly as one over- 
bor by fear ; and therefore alſorhey both repented them, as ir 
appears ; for he thar aRts bur our of fear, when that fear is aver 
will recovle, and norendure tothe end. Bu/:2r: ir ſeems Jook- 
ing back rorhat hondur he deprived himſelf of, though he durſt 
nor curſe Iſrsel, yer gave bad counſel againſt them. and therein 
ſpake, and did beyond what God bade him , as is evident in 
Namt. 31.16. Rev. 2.14. — an eye therein 1» tbe reward or 
wages of xrrigbteenſneſs, as is (aid 2 Pet. 2.15, 16. Fund. 1+. and 


Peter when Chrift looked back upon him, looking back upon the* 


differvice done his Mafter, wet ext and wept bitterly, and a"tcr- 
wards boia.y confeſſed bir, AF. 4.10, 11, 12. Lac. 22. 62 to 
that its not g8odto be haſty ro judge good or evil of men by 
Gme preſent a&tings, but the end isro be attended. Bur betides 
thoſe etfefts in and upon Belaam before mentioned , what ex- 
cellent raprure had he? and whar excellent rhings ſpeaks he of 
Ifree! ? whereas many an honeſt heart can ſpeak lirrle of, or for 
God and Chrift , or the priviledges of his people * and may 
never meet With a trance or rapture all their dazes ; bur go 
mourning and are afflicted from their youth up , as Hema: 
faith of himfelf, P/z/, $$, 15. How various berein are Go7's dea'- 
ings with men ? how nnſearchable bis jndameents, and bis wayes are 
pt Fnding ext ! Bur why this ſurely? 

3. ToinftruR us, not roreft indefires, wiſhes, ſear of offend- 
ing God, and incurring his difpleafure , reſolunions and fuck 
like operations, as ſure evidences of our good eftares or condi- 
tions with God; or as things that fo accompany falvarion , as 
that we periwade our ſelves we cannot therefore mils of it, 
becauſe ſach things be foumd in us ; for theſe are inſufficient ro 


juftifie vs os declare us to be righteous. Men may have theſe, 
"and 
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and not be in Chriſt, our of whom we have not life , whatever 
we may have by and through him, eich.r ditpenſed to us, or 
wrought in us. Ba/zam had theſe and yer was a wicked man, 
and perithed in his wickedne6. Had he indeed followed on 
through this delire to ſeek ro know the God of !jrael , and ro be 
made one with I'rae/, and foro have been broughe in to C| hiſt, 
char he might have had his h pe and rejoycing imhim, and been 
renewed by him, he might have done well, and become a good 
man. He had advantage given him for thac , and ſomething et- 
feted of rendency rothat, bur not heariily yeilding up ro ir, 
but fooking back tothe wages of unrighteonſaeſs that were in his 
eve, Rl his fruic was blaſted, and withercd like grab upon the 
houſe rop ; his detires | anguithed and brought not-forth an heart y 
efeQual endeavour after what was deſired, and his refulurions 
were loſt, while his ſubtlery undermined w chat his fear had led 
him to, nam: ly kis bleſling of [rae/. And all his raptures and 
vitions were bur like ro flathes of lightning in a dark Night ; 
which though at preſent they make all chings inthe Room viti- 
ble, yer are preſently gone again, and leave the Room as dark 
or darker than they founa ir , not like the morning light, ehar 
wag and encreaſes moreanJmore untothe perfet day ; as the 
y of the the uprighris, Prov, 4.18. Ics the being in Chrift, and 
vo > ofthe Circumciton, and ret of God, rhe worſhipping Gol 
in ſpirit and rruch , rej. wcing in Chriſt Jeſus , and having nv 
contidence or glorying in the Heſh, whichrenders us of the blet- 
ſed people, and in a happ»y condition , Filip. 3. 2. nor the being 
inlightged 1 mroand having ablliries to diſcount? of chem and their 
exce;lencizs , nor our having bare defires and ſome languid 
wiſhes and endeavours to dye like them, and have ſhare with 


them. 


2. Toinſtrut us notro rake !p in raptures, revelations, ex- ,$/;4ui done 
cellency of knowledge, exprefſions, &c. ſeeing thele may be, 5pi a Sand; 


where the heartis nor right , nor ſubdued co be of rhe 7/rae! of ® _ me” 
tuPie pe fo 


a: mas '0 {14 e 
ces 3 muchlefs none bur they rhar ſhall igherir the Kingdom.and;,,, ;. —_ 


enjoy the bleſſing ; bur every one that hears the Word of God p1o34et;e cue 
and dothir, though he never meet with any ſuch things all his «: «es, &c. 


dayes. Men way have (ich things and be hurt by them, rhence *'nc fi j-01 
Bram pipy's 
ih Eeneitxr; 


God. Itis nor every onethat hath ſuch vilions, raptures,tran- 


the Apoſtle rells us ir was donbrleſs nor expedient for:him ro 
glory in ſuch things ; vea, thar God wazpleaſed rogive him a, 
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Thorn ia the fleth , a Meſſenger of Star robuffer him,to prevent 
the hurt he was in danger to fall into by them, 2 Cor, 12.7.8. 
Let I fold (laith he) be exiired above meajuce through the abun= 
waxce of tbe revelations, there ris given me < thorn inthe fleſh, 6 
meſſenger of Saran to buffet me , lejt I fhonld be exalted abave mea- 
(cre, He goes rwice over With ic, toliguitie the cercainty and 


grearnels of the danger of ir, and the great careand fairhfulneſs 


of Chrilt to prevent tt, rhele therefore are not the things to be 
fo much gloryed in, much lels reſted and relyed upon ; but ra- 
cher an4 only the Crofs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, even the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, en of him Cracifzed, Gal, 6. 14. 1 Cor. 232, But 
I paſs on, and come 

- 2. Teconlider the matter of the Text in particular, the thing 
detired. Let me (or my foul) «y: the death of the Righteow (or up- 
righr ones) and les my {ater ene be the bzs, Wherein 

Theſe truths are comained, feen and confeiled by B alam. 

Thar death is common both to righteous an4 wicked ones,and 
they have botha latter end (an rynR) or after part. Ler nie te 
the ccatb of the Rigeteoas, and ler my Litter exd be like Hi. 

Thar there is a very deitrable excellency in the Death anJ 
latter end oftherighteaus, above that of other men, eſpecially 
rhe wicked : ſuch as even wicked men that care not to live their 
lifes, and co have their beginning and progreſs, yer delire ro have 
their death and {iter end like therrs, 

Theſe ire both of them truchs, and never rhe leſs truths for 
coming our of B:{:2ms mouth ; but rather, the more evidentand 
ublerveable truchs becauſe confeſſed by Balzam allo, even by fach 
as are uot the Chillcen and lovers of the crutch, Lec us veivr them 
briefls and in order. 

Death i> common to the righteous and the wicked , and both 
ofthe.nhave their latrec end. There be two branches of this 


an unrighreous mau, a Diviner and Enchanrter, ſees and acknow- 
ledges he muſt dye, and have a latter end or an after part : elſe 
no ground far his wiſhing ſotodie,as,or that his latter end mighr 
be like thac of che cighteous : aud it is clearly implyed and taken 
for grante>by him, char the righteous kath his death , and his 
farcerend, or after part. Both have them therefore, though ir 
is implyed that they ace not the ſame to both : nor indeedthe 
one like rg the other ; foc if they were, there was no gourd for 

wiſhing 
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withing or deſiring a likeneſs of them. This is common toboth, 
they ſhall dye and they ſhall come ro an end or after pare ; that's 
the ſubſtance ofthe ficlt point or prepolition : rhe inequality and 
unlikeneſs berween them belongs to rhe ſecond. 

Conlider we firſt the former in both Branches : and ſo fiſt, 

Thar they muſt both dye. Death is common to all men; yea gy.x, x. 
it is the way ofall fleſh, and the Grave the houſe appointed for Good and v4d 
all living, Fo. 23. 14+ Fob. 30. 25, The way of all the earth we (ee, muſt dye. 
faith che Pſalmiſt, wiſe men aye, likewiſe the fool, and the bruttiſh 
man periſh, P(al. 49.10. Abrabam is dead , and the Prophets 
are dead, and ſobethe Apoſtles, and all generally that have 
been before us, and now arenor, except En.b aud El:xs, one of 
which was tranſlated, and the other raken alive into heaven,bur 
all e'ſe generally kavedved ; and all that come after us ſhall 
dye in like manner, except thoſe believers that ſhall ſurvive to 
the coming ofthe Lord Jeſus, who ſha!l nor dye ag others; ſoas 

to lleep or reft in death, as the Apoſtle witnefles , ſaying, Bc- 
boli I fhew you a myfterie , we ſhall not all fleep, but we ſhall all be 
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the left Trump ; 
| for the Trump ſhall ſcund, andthe Dead frall be raiſed incorruptible , 
and re ſhall be changed ;, loalſo r Theſſ. 4- 16,17, though in the 
change ſkall be ſomething exceeding ſuddainly anſwering to 
| Deathand Reſurretion in a moment; bur for all others they 
3 do, and muſtlook co dye, that is, to have their breach and ſpirir 

taken from them, their Souls and Bodies ſeparated each from 
' other, and thar neceſſarily, as in 1 Sam, 14, 14. we muſt needs ad 
all dye, and we are as water ſpilc upon the ground thar cannot, IT pace 
be gathered up again ; neither doth God reſpect any perſons,c.,, 
For righteous and wicked be both men, partakers of the ſame Re- 
humane nature, one as other ; and this Neath we now ſpeak of, 
the bodily Death which the propoſition is intended of, is , that 
that pertains to men as they are partakers of the. nature of man z 
and thar neither the righteous put off by being righreous,though 
they partake alſvof the Divine nature, 2 Per. 2, 4. Nor the wick 
ed by his being wicked, though herherein become alſo of the 
wicked one, 1 Fob. 3.12. Righteouſneis and wickedneſs make a 
difference of rhe ſtate of men roward God, and of the frame of 
heart, and the way of converſation and life, bur makes nor an 
alceration of the common nature or kumaniry ſo as to cauſe ir ro 
cealt in either party. {t & appcinted toner once 10 aye, Heb, 9.27. 
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romen, namely, in the capacity and conlideration of men, nor 
to the righteous only,nor to the wicked only as fuch,but ro men; 
and thar alſo becaute 

Both righteous and wicked imned again God in the firſt 
man ; for bz one 2.12 fin entred into the warld,, and Death by ſin, ar: 4 
{3 death paſſed o:er all men, becumit al ſraned. Kom. 5.12. and thar 
was the Original cauſe of eath,the wages o [32 is deat, Row 6.23. 
now not only they ther 1:w are wicked and ungolly jinned in 
Adam. bur all men, eve: 1::h alto a3 are now made and become 
righreous in and by Jeſus Chritt , for 45 24:6 Fanced 51:4 come ſhort 
ef the glory of God, Rom. 5. 23. where all is expreſſed, none is 
excluded from ic. The Prophet putting 11 himtelt wich all his 
Brethren, ſaich, W#* all kke free have gore 4fna) , we have turned 
every man to bis on was, 112.53. 6. And the Apoltle, I” we ſay 
w- bave not fonned,, we deceive on” Io ter, ar9 10017108 is mot in us, 
1 Fob. 1. 10. And becaule ofthis itn 

Bath thoſe char are righteous, and thoſe that are wicked, were 
condemned rodyve ; the judgment that palled upon 4dam: in the 
day he linned, paſſed upon Ki not only as a lingle particular 
perion, bur alſo as the root of all Mankind , and their inclufive 
Father, in whofeloyns ſeminally all were + and (o whenit was 
faid ro him, Dzuft thou art , wid to Aut thou foalt return , death in 
and by vertue of that Sentence was denounced and paſſed ypon 
all men, Ger, 2. 17. with 3. 18. Rom. 5. 12.16. (only by ſpecial 
favour and prerogative through Chriſt , God exempred one or 
rwo as inftances of immortalliry , and of ſuch a change as in 
which he-will exempr thole that are alive at Chrifts appearing in 
the ith ofhim, as we ſaid before.) This is included in wha: the 
Apoftle fpeaks of, when he faich, The judgment was of ene:fonce 
ts condemn: ation, and through the offence of ane, judgment came 
upon all co condemnation. Rom, 5. 16. 18. in which it was ap- 
pointed of God ro nyen once to dye ; whereupon 

Man, all men generally, is become fleſh. Fleſh and blood, 
infirm, weak, like other earthly creatures, even like the bruir 
beaſts rhar perith, as is ſatd F/4/. 49. 12, Man in boneur 2654: 
nat ; be is like the Beaſts that periſh, in reſpe of the frailty and 
difeaſedneſs of his body aud ourward man, and Iyablenefs to be 
penerrared, pierced, wounded , killed , dyeof hunger , thirſt, 
cold, or the like : whence that of S:hemon, Ecelef. 3. 18. 19. 20, 
Tfaid in my brant concerning the fiate 37 the (ns of men,thatGod might 
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manifeſt them,Cor that they _ clear God ).znd ſee that the theme 
ſelves are beaſts, For that which befalleth theſons of men, befaleth beaſts, 
even one thing befsEeth them, As the onedieth, ſo dieth the other, ye 
they bave all one breath, ( their breath in all of them is in theic no- 
ſtrilnow) (s that 2 man hath no prebeminence (that is in reſpe&t of 
the temper ofhis body, andirs mortality and lyableneſs to death) 
bore a beaſt, for all is vanity, Both man and beaſt of a vaniſbing, 
momentany continuance in this life, all gounto one place,all are 
of the duft, and all turn to dutt again ; For all flefe is graſs, (as well 
that of men, as that of beaſts, er birdsor fiſhes) and all the geodli« 
nels of man us as the flewer of the field : The graſs withereth, the flower 
fadeth, becawſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth wpon it, (thar is his an= 
ger whence the Sentence of Death proceeded ) ſwre!y the people is 
graſs, Ifa.g0.6,7,. Now then, inas much as the righteous as men, 
are fleſh as well as the wicked , they are alſo both ſubjet and ly- 


able ro dearth. . 


m7 dog'y 14 0 
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True itis , that Chriſt hath died for all , and given himſelf a Rexſen 5. 


ranſom for all,coranfom and redeem all from under that ſentenee 
of dearth and condemnation deferved by us, and due rous : bur 
that was not to this end, that the bodily death ſhould nor come up= 
on us, or any of us; butto redeem us from under the ftate of 

tiearion upon the account of that our fin and fall roerernal death, 


or a periſhing from-Gods preſence : aud alto from being left un- < 


der S power and rvranny of Saran, and his abſolute diſpoſe of 
ws, and doing his will with us upon the account aforeſaid ; that 
we might be under the hand, power, and diſpoſe of a man , even 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who died,roſe,and revived,that he might 
be Lord (Ruler a1:d Diſpoſer) of both quick and dead ; and thar 
we might being under him, be in a poſbbility and capacity of (al- 
vation; and ſo in coming to him at his Heavenly Call, and yield- 
ing up our ſelves rohim , ro hope in his grace , and to obey and 
follow him, we might receive forgiveneſs of our fins, and be ju- 
ſifted and acquirred of all rhings, from which we could nor be 
acquitted by the Law of M>/es , and conſequently no other way, 
and ſo that we might by him be brought back again to God, and 
be wade partakers of ecernal life. And thathe having power as 
Lord and Judge over all men, even over thoſe alfo that obey nor 
his Calls, or believe not in him , might raiſe and judge them ac- 
cording to his pood pleaſure, Of which further by and by. 
Now theſe being the ends of Chriſts dving for men , his deagh 
ts 


Rezten 6, 


Rea/ans of 


Rig 6c, 
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is no hinderarce to dying men; For God pronounced the ie1:« 
rence of Neath upon men acrer the interpoſure ofthe Mediator, as 
appears Ger, 3.15.1S. He fiſt provided, and promiled chat che 
Seed of the Woman ihould bruite the head of the Serpent ; and 
then afterward , notwi:hitanding that , ſentenced both the man 
and the woman, and inthem all of us to die, and return co dulit, 
out of which we were taken. Now thar ſenrence that was pro- 
nounced after-the promiſe of Chriits coming and dying tor us, 
is nor lerred and prevented by his dying , onely as the promile of 
Chrift rodie. laid a toundacion of our hoping in him to have this 
Death aboliſhed, tv as rhac we mitghr nor be hure of ir , or kept 
out from obtaining and receiving the bleiling of God by ic; to ace 
cordingly his aual dving was the bringirg torth thar foundation 
and ground of hope in him into act ,. that we might die in hope 
alſo &f thar berrer life that he hath promiſed us in Jeitus Chriſt cuc 
Lord. 

Nor doth the jultit\ ing the Believer through the fairhBf Chriſt, 
or the giving him divine lite in his Spiric, making him alive t2 
God, hinder the bodily death, as experience [tews The bodv is 
fill dead, or under Death becauſe of tin, though the Spirit be life 
for righteoutnels ſake, Rem. $, 10. The jultthicarion received in 
believing on ChriRt, being bur as to his ſtare roward God, rothe 
freeing him from his wrath , and from lyableneſs ro the eternal 
Death , inthe ſecond Judgement thar ſhall be in the end of the 
world.the wrath to come; and corhe admitting him into fellow- 
ſip with him, and with che Saints and Holy Ones in his Spirir 
ws inward man, as to his being accepred and accounted as righ- 
reous with God in Ghriit , and an Heir of rhe Promiſes of God 
here and hereafrer : bur® exempts nor from the bearing the ſen+- 
renee of the bodily Dearh, through which he alſo nfuft pais as 
well as Chriſt, that he may enter into glory with, and through 


Gs. 5 &d1irg him. Yea, there be divers reaſons why God orders that his peo» 
D-a:6 to the ple (hall lye under the Sentence of Dearth, rhovgh righteaus, and 


paſs in their due crimes pus ir. As ro ſay, 
1. Toſhew that he is the Lord, anddiipoles of his creature as 


he pleaſes : And leetng he aach in his greac and intinice wiſdom, 


and by his righteous will pleaſed fo ro urderir,that boththe righ» 
reous and ſinners thall ſubmic co thac Sentence, we being the elay 
and he as the Porter over us, irs meet that we be all nlenr before 


hm,znd ſubjetrobim,pratiang obedience even in fo ſuffering, 


2. That 


2. Thar,we might hayeghe thought and remembrance of ir,as 


a ſpur toftir us up, and provoke us ro maiy excellent and pro- 
firable duries and exegcifes : As for inftance, 

1. Toſeck him more earneſtly,and apply our hearts to wiſdom 
inthe knowledge of him in Chriſt Jeſus Freing our times for that 
arenot always. Whence that Prayer Pſalm 90.41. Teach ſo to 
namber our days , that we masy apply our bearts to wiſdom, 

2. To quicken us ro ſerve himin our generations in doing 
good , knowing thar our time is but ſhort ; ro be plying our bu- 
tmels for glorifying him here, and laying up for our ſelves a good 
foundation axainif che time ro come. That we might do whar our 
hand findes ro do wich all diligence, becauſe in the Grave whi- 
ther we go there is no work, nopraiſing God, &c, Eccle\, 9. 10. 
Pjalm 115-17, 

3. To make us alwayes more watchful and fearful to offend 
God, ſecing our time is limiced here, and is in his hand, and if we 
take liberty ro wander from him , we may in the mean while be 
raked hence, and ſvic may goill with us. Tothis purpoſe are 
thoſe ſayings of our Savior , WFstch, for yew know not what bour 

your Lord comes, Marh.24. 42,44. Lake 21. 34. 36. 

4. Toexerciſe Faith in the truth, power, and faithfulneſs of 
God in Chriſt , for the bringing us ro glory, notwichſtanding 
Death and Grave, Fobx 11. 25, 26, 40. 2 Cor. 4. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
x Toeſ.4.14,15. 1 Cor.15.2,3,4, 12.58. 

5. Tocomfort us, and perſwade us to parience under our ſuf- 
ferings here, and make us the willinger to chuſe roundergo 
them, rather than to fin agaiali him, and curn from him. Seeing 
Death will come and put an end co them, and give us as it were 
a diſcharge from them all, we may the becrer hold our to the end, 
becauſe ic will nor be long to ir;rhis life being bur a vapor. that ap- 
pears alirtle while,and then vaniſhes, F:m.q 13,14. The Apoſil. s 
thus comforred themſelves in their ſufterings, partly in the conlt- 
derarion ofche momenrauinels of them, they being bur rhe ſuffe- 
rings of this preſent time, which Death will finiſh, 2 Cor.g. 4. 17, 
18, Rom. $. 18. | 

6 To moder ate their affections to , and endeavors after theſe 
earthy, worldly! chings , that ſo they may be the more given up 
to ſeek and ſerve rhe Lord , ſeeing the rime is but ſhorr and un- 
certain rhar we ſhall,or can be here to enjoy them, or want them, 
1C0r,79.2,30.1 Fob 2.16,17.The world paſſeth away, the luſt oh 
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©" 3. He oxdervitto give us more abundant ſence and percep- 
tion ofthe odiouſneſs offin to him ; and ſo roadmonith us not ro 
kn againſt hiqz,. but to ſtand in awe of hit, while we fee and 
find char notwithſtanding all char Chriſt harh done for our Re- 
conciliation and Reftairationinra his favour , yet ke will have 
ſuch things pou upon us ſtill iu owyperfons, znd be fuſtained by 
us ; for Deatb is the wages of Sin, Rom. 6. 23. and iffor our finning 
once in Adam,God will have fuch a puniſhment Tye upon us all in 
all generate, chough Chriſt alſo hath interpoſed berween God 
and us, what may we nor fear will befall us if we dare ſtill in 
our perſons to lin again: and again againſt him ! 

4+ Heorders it to occation in us a deeper ſenſe of rhe love of 
God and Chrift rous ; of God in abafing Thrift, and of Chriſt 
in abaling himſelffor us, fo low as rodye for us, while we have 
the experiments of ic , and of the things that rend ro ir in our 
ſelves , though withour the curſe aud Ning in ir, which our Lord 
by ſuffering them, took away, we are aptly minded to confider 
whar ir'was ro him that endured ic as rhe curſe of che Law, and 
ſo wirh irs Ring and venomin ic ; gnI ſo how great love thar was 
that led him fo todofor ws. 

5. Heordersir tobeanend, or put an end to our ſorrows, 


Hours, remptationsand exerciſes here, that we may reſt from 


them all, and be at quiet from moleſtarions, from men and Ne- 
vils ; for there the wicked ceaſe to trouble, and thete the wezry be at 


" veſt; they bear not the voice of the Opp" orts Feb. 3.17.18, they 
c 


ewter into peace, and reft in their bear, &e. ſz. 55.1, 2. 

6. Toconformus to his bleſſed Son in ſufferings aad death, 
and ſo in exercifing ſuch faich in God and ſubmifhon ro himin 
reſigning our ſelves ro his merciful diſpoſe , as he alſo exercifed 
in refigmng up his ſpirie ro him,depending upon him-to diſpoſe 
ef ir, andin dae time to raiſe him, Roz. $, 29, 30. Lxc. 23. 46: 
with Pſal. 31.5. 

-. Togive them advantage of their more abundantly refti- 
feing their love and obedience co God and Chrift,in laying down 
their lives for him, ashe may call any of them thereto ; and fo 
ro magnifie him in their deaths, as Ph:/7p, r. 2c. IriSthe deſire of 
Lovers to have ſome advantages or occatftons given thein ro ſhew 
the greatnefs and real!fty of their love to them rhey love;whence 
that, PÞat ſhall I render to the Lord for al bis benefits 7 Pſal. 6.1 i2. 
and-its ſome fatisfation and tejoycing when fiich advantages 


are 


foallye know that Ithe 
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ace piventhetn. Nowhercin Chriſt gives:us apoſſibilicy of fich 
eel that delireable fatisfaQion of love co him, that we 
may ſometimes ſhew ir in dying or expoking our lives to dangers 
ofir-for him, Kev. 12. 11. : 


 $:To ſhew forth more abundantly the excellency of his power 
and glory in the Reſurre&ion , in railing them up again from 
the dead. For his power is made manifeit in weaknets, and is 
perfeQed in infirmities ; how much more when we are fo alto- 
gether under the power of death and the grave, char it may feem 
impoſlible to be revived or brought up again. If the greatneG 
of the power of God was ſeen in — i from rhe dead, 
ſure the greatneſs of the power and glory of Chriſt will be ſeen 
inrailing up his tr and making them therein con- 
formable ro himſelf, Epb..1. 19, 20. Philip. 3.20, 21. this will 
be ſuch an evidence of his power, as {hall make chem indeed ro 
know bow infinitely great hes, and how-true andfairbfulin bis 


romiſes. Thence irs ſaid , 1 will opens aver, ob people y 
po caxſe yon to come out 0 nie and be backed am the 
Lord, when I have opened yoxr graves, O my people, and' brought: you 
ont of your graves, Ih 1) 6 you, and ye ſrall tive, then 
dhave ſpoken it, #nd bave performed. ut 8co. 
Exh, 37. 12, 23,24. Toſuch &, andfor ſuch Jike good, 
holy, and gracieus, and glorious ends:doth God txder death up= 
on the righreous alſo, andindeed in all chis chiefly ro y the 
earne(sand glory of the Lerd Jeſus, and hizownin him, and 
r the benefic and profit of us. Whence its ſaid thar:death alſo 
is ours, the believers, not they its, butir theirs; their advanta 
mercy and priviledge, L Cor. 3.21, 22. and according to thele 


ſeveral conliderations might we apply it. And elpecially 


To provoke us toconlider our mortallicy,thar wemuſt die,and 7//e. 1. 


therefore ſubmitting our ſelves to the: will and appointment of 
God therein, through Jeſus Ghrift- (which we may the: berrer 
do becauſe irs ordered tr Cariit :as:the Mediator of God 
and us, and {Gin love and fairhfulnefs ro us, for our prefic and 
commodity ) to live and paſs our times here, as thoferhat know 
aud believe char wemuſt die, So litcls ſetting our hearrs and 
= is upon this life and world, cither to feek or detight in 


joyment, | or grieve for the: want and: loſs: of the things 
ante aches net =. 1 
of them, are but very momencany : aud as haying bener things 
C 32 1n 


w that they-aud our enjoy mentsor w 
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in Chrift prepared for us, to be the more earneſt and diligent in: 
ſeeking after them, in ſeeking his face and favour , and (erving» 
kim in ear generation, being ſo much the more earneft therein , 
as weknow our times here are ſhort and uncercain; and nor 
giving way to our hearts to wander after vanity and iniquity, 
leſt he putting an end ſuddenly ro aurlives,we be found wander- 
ed from him our of the way ofunderttanding, and fo mils of his 
ſalvation. _ 
2 And ſceing we muſt die, and death will put an end co our 
preſent ſufferings, remprations and afflitions , ftablith we our 
' hearts in the way af God, to hold falt the profeſſion of aur faith, 
and the praftice of godlineſs firm wichour wavering to the end, 
as knowing that our ſufferings here , will nor, nor can be 
everlaſting.  Yera lirtle while and Chriſt will pur us co bed-in 
the grave, . where we {ball reft from all our labours and ſerrows, 
and be-our of the reach either of Saran ro rempr us, or of the- 
world to perſecure or opprels us. The worlt that men can do 
againſt us , is bur ro kill our Bodies, and our Bodits muſt die, 
though we do nor yeild them up to the Lord to glorifie him in the 
life and deathr of chem. And ifmendooppreſs and affli& us ill 
wedie, yet then have they no more that they cando againſt us 
in which they may affli& or rrouble us, Math. xo. 28. Fam. 5.8. 
Reaſons of As for the wickeds dying, they living in their fins and wicked- 
Dearh is 77 neſs, and nor repenting thereof, they muſt needs die, as being | 
Joe# RS juſtified from their fins, the wages whereof is death, 
"__ Rom, 6.23. .N | | 
2. Yea, they befides the tin of Adam, upon the aceount where= # 
ofrhe firft Death was pronounced and paſies upon all, by their 
perſonal-fins and- wickednefſes ofrentimes provoke God to cur 
them off fignally inſuchtimes and wayes as elſe they might noc 
have died in, For hb Pharaob, Saxi, Haman, Fuda, &c. 
as men and as ſinners mutt have dyed z:yerthey veeded nor, nor 
mighr haved dyed ar ſuch times. and tn ſuch wayes as they did, | 
had they nor been guilty of fuich hainous perſonal wickedneffes * 
as they were : otherwiſe ſuch their deartis {hould nor have been | 
puniſhments ro them fer ſuch rheir tins , as ic is cerrain they |} 
*See P/c! 55 were. X Yea ſometimes Gods people alſo by ſome tinfflwayes 
Mu or ;a&s pull upon. chemſelves 1wmrimely and exemplary deaths. {| 
God chaftening them and making them examples and admoni- {| 
rians to others inſuch wayes, mn which he alio may yum the | 
+ periſhing 
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periſhing of their ſouls , as is evident in x Cor, 11. 29, 30. For 


this cauſe many are ſick and weak, and ſome are fallen aſleep : Bur 

3. Beſides, God in mercy to men even ſuch as are wicked, 
hath ordered Death ro them , that che conſideration of ic might 
awake them to repencance, while a day of grace is vouchſafed ro 
them, that ceaſing co be wicked, they might nor die for ever. 
Ia. $5. 7+ Extk, 33.12. : : 

4. And for the ſake of the righteous and in mercy to them,thar 
(they perliſting in cheir wickedneſs, and nor turning therefrom ) 
the world might not be alwayes peſtered with them, nor they 
be alwayes a vexation and miſchiefro them chat walk with God 
and fear him, But that the yoke may be broken ſometimes off 
their necks , and Gods anger againſt his people ceaſe in their 
deftruCtion, as 1's. 10. 25. and as we have inſtances in the Deaths 
of Pharoab, Haman, Abitopbel.JSaul,and divers others, from whoſe 
wrath, malice and miſcheivous madneſs, God gave his ſervants 
deliverance by cutting themoff by Neath in his due rime. Yea, 

5.. Forthe benefir of the workd roo, and ſuch as yer are igno- 
rant of, and oppoſite to God and his truth. Partly, that they 
mighr be delivered from ſuch teachers of,aud provokers ro wick- 
edneſ;, by their evil examples, counſels, compulſions, and with- 
holding from them the wayes and means of lis. And partly, 
that chey mighr by Gods exemplary judgments wpon them wn 
theic deaths and deftruftions, be awgkened and made to ſee the 
evil of wickedneſs, and the rruth of Gods words, and goodneſs 


of the wayes ofrighreouſneſs : as P/al. 58. 11. Seeing the wicked ?/«! 9 15. 


alſo ſhall die, ic may inftruR& us 


1. Norto be afraid ofthe fury of the oppreſſor , fo as roturn V/c- 1. 


afide frcm God ro avoid thar. For beſides that the arms of Chriſt 
do judge the people, and he can by his Rrong arm pur by the 
molt ſtout hearred, cruel Tyrants and nibas from their de- 
fires and purpoſes of opprefſing and harming his. followers ; and 
can gather his Children witk them, and keep rhem ſafe from 
choſe that would hurt them : their time alſo will come ro die, 
(as David ſaid of Sawl in his perſecuting him, 1 Sam. 26. 10.) and 
chen he ſball ceaſe from all wo ofrraubling and moleſting us. - 
inthe day thar the wickeds breath goeth our of his noſtrils; all his 

rhoughrs, - purpoſes or intentions for evil-againſt us ſhall periſh. 
Wirh this the Lord Jeſus comforts his followers and people, the 
Nationthac knows his righteouſneſs, and have his Law br their 
hearts, 


ObjeR. 
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hearts, iq 1ſz. 51.7, 8. 12, 13. Fear zenot, (aich he, thereproach 
of the RT 5% i) Fe afrazd of their revilings, porn Moth ſhall 
eat them up like a Garment, and the Worm ſhall ear them like 
waoll : Ent my righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, and m ſalvation to all 
zenerations, And again, 1/0 art tbox that thex fhauld}} be afraid 
tf ammth at [hall die, and of the fon of man that ſhall be made as 
orals, ans forgenett the Lord thy meaker, and bait feared all the day 
[ng becauje of tie fury of the oppreſſor * And where is the fury of 
che oppretior? when God dorh bur take away his breath and life 
from him (as he will ar fome time or other, and may ar anytime 
when he will) whar becomes then of all his rage and wrark ? his 
Cruel Threacnings ? Bloody Laws and Decrees? Unjuft Oppret- 
lions? or the like. Surely rhey ſhall all vanifk wich him. 

2. Ir may inſtru us alſe nor ro enyy heir proſperity , and 
reprove ſuch as ſo do. Torhar purpoſe is thar in Prov, 23. 17, 18. 
Let nat thine heart enc) firmers, But be thou in the fear of the Lord «lt 
:be day lang. Upanthis account, for there ſhall be an end, name» 
ly,to thy fuffering fromchem,and of their lives and power to put 
thee to ſuffering , asalfo of their enjoying thoſe their enjoyments 
for whichthou art aprro envy them. Asir is more evident in thar 
parallel Counſel, Pfel. 37.1; 2. Envy the not becaxe of evi! doerr, 
for they ſhall ſora be cur off as the Graſs, and wither as the green 
Herb, &c. 

It may alſoadmonitſh the wicked to ceaſe from his wicked- 
nels, and from his priding@zhimſelfin, or purſuing after thoſe 
things for and by which he 1s made wicked, and hardened jn bis 
wickedneſs : Seeing he muſt die,and rhen all his glory and whar 
he prefers before God and his ways muft bear an end with him ; 
yea, he alfo muſt give an account and be judged afcer that for all 
his wickedneſs roo. Bur that leads us to conhder 

The ſecond Branch of chis point, vis. Thet both righteous 2nd 


| wicked have, erſhall bavetbeir end, Wethave this aſſerted of both 


in Þ/al. 37. 37,33. Markthe perfe@} man and confider the upright, 
for the End of that man is Peace. But range ſhall be 4 
together , the End of the wicked ball be curoff, There is the End 
borh of the uprighr, and ofthe wicked. 


©* Eatit is ſaid m1. Joh. 2.17, That berhat doth the will ef God 


{all abide for cver. How is it then that he hathan end ? how ſhall 
we underſtand ic ? Agaia it is faid of both righteous and wicked, 


That th:ſe , the wicked ſpall go into everlaſting puniſhment , and the 


righteows 


3 LIT, en 


_ ſtare, as made manfor us, abi 
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yighteows into everlaſting life Aſeth, 25. 46. Mow then caneither of 
chem be ſaid to have an end, ſeeing the age is everlaſtingh puniſh- 
ed, and rheorher lives everlaſtingly ? Yea, ir would be an hap- 
pineſsrorhe wicked to have an End, for then he ſhould not be 
everlaſtingh punithed. And a los and exceeding dammage to 
the righreous to havean End, for chen'ſhould nor he be in a ſtate 
uf Eternal lite, or Endleſs happineſs. 


Thoſe ſayings have reference to the ſtare of the good and bad , 1; ; 


as ro the favour or diſpleaſure of God towards them , and the 
effe&s and products thereof, eſpecially in che life, or world ro 
come. And ſohe that doth the will of God, in believing the 
Goſpel, and ſoin Chriſt Jeſtts, and obeying him and his holy 
Spirit in his heavenly inſtruftions and counſels, abides for ever. 
Thar is, is evecmorein the favour of God , and hath therein and 
therefrom a ſtate ofhappinefs, thar is not terminated by Death , 
or ends not with chis preſeat-world, and the enjoyments, luſts, 
or deftres thereof. Bur eyerrinthe time and tate of Death they 
are bleſſed, and {hall be raifed up from dearth, and ſhall enter 
into an eternal life, or everlaſting ſtate of happineſs wich Jeſs 
Chriſt. And tharbecauſe Jeſus Chriſt himſelf , che great Doer 
ofthe will of God, in what he —_—_ him ro, in his tncarnare 

es for ever. Though he did 
once die for our fins, yet he is alive for evermore , and lives co 
incercede for , and helpand blefs thoſe rhar in and through him 
do the will of God, in an hearty believing on him, and ubeying 
his heavenly dofrine, Becauſe T live , fairhhe , ye (ball live alſo, 
Fob. 14. 20. Thagis, ye {hall abide and enjoy the favour of God, 
and therein live for-ever. Burthoſe thar are diſobedient ro God 
and Chriſt, evil and wicked, and fo perfiſt, they are under the 
wrath of God. and thatabides upon them in life and death. And 
though they.alfo by verrue of Chrifts having died for chem as 
men, being riſen again, and his being Lord and ;udge of them, 
and all men, ſhall bealſc raiſed again from death and grave 


the End here (puken of 
7. May be meantof their latter end asto this life , and their 
being here in chis world. And fo borh the goad and the bad have 
an end here : neither of them ſhall be here in this world , and 
morral fate alwayes z bur as wo thar ſhall have an eud, an Exirus 
or going avay hence. ,- foas to be nomare here ſeen, P/a/. 39. 13. 
. - lr 
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ye irſhall be ro an eternalſtate of wrath and miſery. Buc now «.q. 
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Toeir place bak know them no more z neitber ſhall they , erther the one 
o* the ather of them, returngo it again, Job 7.10, & 10.21.& 16. 22. 
Neither ſhall rhe wicked live here always ro fin and do miſchiet, 
opprets and grieve the righreous,fc. Neicher ſhall rhe righreous 
live here always ro do good,or to fuffer evil among an untoward, 
crooked, and wicked generation, And fo death, and the day of 
ir, is the later end ro them both, and the words are «= "vm d ver, 
a double expretlion of the ſame thing. Orelſe the word rendred 
{ tter end 

2. May lignifie otherwiſe. In the Hebfew ic hath its deriva- 
rion from a word that tignifieth, after, and fo may be rightly ren- 
dred afrer-parr, or after-ſftare. And indeed becauſe the end ts 
after the beginning and middle of a thing , therefore the word is 
ſometime rranflared rhe latter end, As alſo becauſe our poſterity 
{ucceedand be afrerus, and are ſometimes called them that come 
afrer, therefore ſpeaking ofthem ir is ſomerime rendred poſterity. 
And becauſe the reward ts after rhe work, and uually ar the end 
of ir, therefore jc is ſomeriwe underſtood co fignihe , and lo is 
rendred,the reward; and in any of theſe three ſenſes ir may be here 
rranflaced : eirher 'Let my end, or latter end, .in the ſenſe above gi- 
ven, the end o' my life,. or days bere, be like bi, Orelſe, Let my pe- 


fterity be hike bis ; forthe ſeed of the righteow are inthe bleſſing, 
Pla. 37.26. They are the bleſſed af the L ord & their offpring withitbem, * 


Iſa.65.23. Pfal.115.14, 5. and exceeding great happineſs is pro- 
miſed ro the poſterity of {jrae! in the larcer days, when God will 
ſave them, end tbey ſha bud 2nd bloſſom , ani fill tbe exrtb with in- 
creale, Iſa. 27.5, 6,7: Or elle, and thar I rathegpirch upon, and 
think ro be the ſenſe, | Let my reward (my after-parr, namely, ther 
that follows the thing laſt before menrioned, thar is my death, ler 
char thar follows thar, or is after ir) be like bis, And (oir ftgnifes 
thar both the wicked and the righreovs have a ſtare , vr part after 
death ; a ſtare in which ſhall be their rewards and recompence for 
whar they have done here in this life. And that agrees well c- 
nuugh with the Scriptures above objefted, and is an evideur 
crutch, Not therefore co be judged a truth upon Balaams aurho- 
rity, becauſe he {aih ic ; bur becauſe they were the words of God 
in his mourh , and that which thence iſſued forth; and becauſe 
the ſayings of Gods teftimony every where do arreſt, or aſſert ic, 
And ſo we may lay, it was a truth manifeſt alſo ro Ba/aere though 
he was wicked. FortheS$criprures frequently cell us,that 2 
. I, 
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1. As there is a fate of Grave after Death tro the body in 
which that returns to the earth whence if was raken, fo the Spiric 
alſo hath irs ſtare in which it ſhall goro God, Eccleſ. 12.5. which 
the Wiſe-man ſpeaks ofman indetinitely, not of either the righ- 
reous onely, nor the wicked onely, but of man whoſe duſt goeth 
to the earth, his ſpirit ſhall go up co God ro receive irs doom and 
diſpoſal by, and from him, As the like is alſo implyed, Eccleſ. 3. 
21. where Solomon having ſaid, that man dies as the beaſt dies, all 
are of the ant, and all go tothe duit again, in reſpect of the body, 
and the mortaliry come upon all by fin, botharealike ; imme- 
diately adds as an exceprion as to the ſpiric, or inward part of the 
man or beaſt, thar there is great difference. JW» knows (that is, 
or may be, confiders, mindes, or takes norice of) the ſpirit_ of the 
{8ns of men that it geeth upward , and the (pirit of the bea(t that it de= 
ſeends, or goes down tothe earth * The piric or breath of the bealt 
goes out with the body, and goes to the earth as the body doth in 
a ſort, ir ſurvives not the budy : Bur ic is nor ſo with the ſpirirof 
the ſons of Adam, or man, That goeth upward , or aſcends to God 
that gareit, (as the other Proof ſaith ) that jo it might be judged 
or dilp. (cd of by bim,as Heb.g.27. The Judgement is appointed un- 
ro men indehnitely afrer dearth, ſo as the ſoul or ſpirit is placed 
either in Paradiſe, or ina ftareof Reſt, as our Lord ſaid ro the 
MalefaRtor that conteſſed him , 7 o day fpu!t thox he with me in Pa- 
radiſe; which could not be ſaid of the body , for that went tothe 
grave, bur ofthe ſpirit, which Pax] proved { either ext of the body, 
or inthe body hc knew not whether ) to be Qrapt np into the third Heas 
vens, or into Paradiſe , while he was not yer taken away by death, 
bur ſurvived many years after, 2 Cor, 12. 6, 7. otherwiſe called A- 
brahams Boſom, Lnke 16. 22. Or tobe with Chriſt, Phil. 1. 23. Or 
elſe ro be diſpoſed of to priſon , or a ſtate of hell and doleful mi- 
ſery, x Pet.3. 20. Luke 16.23. Yea,and behide rhis,men after bo- 
dily death differ from the beaſts alſo, in thar 
2. There ſhall be a ſtare of Reſirretion unto them, when the 
dead and deceaſed ſhall both in body and fpiric reuniced , be 
brought to aliving ſtare in'union together,as the Scriptures abun= 
dantly teſtifie, a ReſwrreFion beth of the ju and unjuft, At. 24.15. 
For all that are in the grave, whether good or bad, righteous or 
wicked , ſhali hear the voice of the Son of God, and ſhall come forth, 
faich our Lord Jeſus himſelf, Fobn 5,28. Yea, the Sea ſhall give 
wp ber dead, and Death and Hell ſhall give up the dead in them, Rev, 
D 20.13, 
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29.13. And this in order to their being all brought betore hins,as 
the Great and Soveraigh Lord and Fudge of all Lach quick and 
dead. For ; 

3. There ſhall be a ſtare of Judgement , wherein all men be- 
ing raiſed from rhe dead , ſhall be brought ro appear before the 
Tribunal or Judgement-ſear of Chriſt, to give account of them- 
ſelves ro him, and receive of him rewards according to the things 
done in the bor by chem, whether god or evil ; and chen (hal 
properly be the reward, full recompence, and en of every man 
nood or bad, according to his works, 2 Cor.5. 10, Rom. 2.11. 16, 
& 14. 9, 10. in which borh they that have done gould , and they 
that have done evil , ſhall be everlaftingly difpoled of by Jefirs 
Chriſt, in a way of intmice equiry an4 righteoutnels ; therefore 
alto it is called both, The righteow Fudgement of G4. Rom.2.5,6. 
becaule of his righceouſneſs in judging and diſpoling rewards 
and recompences, and the erernal Judgement, Heb. 6.2. becauſe 
of rhe laſtingnels of rhac Judgement , as to the rewards and re- 
compences therein ordered, and the ſtare of man according toir, 
char (ball ſicceed and follow upon ir. And all theſe three may 
be included here in the /atter exd. 

Now that there ſhall be ſuch a latter, or after-part , or end for 
men good and bad, ſtands as upon the will and pleaſure of God : 
fo upon thar as manifeſted in Chrift Jefis , and his undertakings 
and performances, I cannor fav, thar if ke had not come inthe 


fleth and dyed for us, rhere ſhould have been nothing ro man af-- 


rer dearth, bur an annihil@ion, being made borh in ſoil and body 
likerhe beafts char periſh. Whar manner of deach or dving. may 
muſt have ſuſtained, with the curſe in it I cannor ſay ; bur doubr= 
les it would have been very miſerable: and whar the tare of the 
foul would have been after, ic is nor exprefſed. Something 


of it may be conjetured, ifnor cercainly known , from the ago-. 


nies in Dearth , and the Hell into which Chriſt deſcended ar , or 
wpon his Deach 3 in which his ſon! was not left i bell, vyerchar ic 
eame intoir, is there implyed , inthaticis ſaid ir was nor left in 
ie, asours muſt have been had not his come into ir, or had ir been 
lefr in ir. And what is wricin P/zIm 18. 4,5: & 116. 3,4. Is ap- 
plicablero Chriſt : The forrows of death compaſſed me about , and 
the pains or pangs of bell took hold upon me, I found wo and fore 
row. Burſureicis , thattheafrer-ſtare of man ſhould norhave 
been the ſame as now it will. For a5 by Van came death , ſo by Man 
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alſotbe reſurreion of the dead : for as in Adam all die, ſo in Chrift 
al! foall be made alive, 1 Cor. 15. 21, 32. It is by vertue of Chriſts 
having been made flefb for us, and ſuffering in the fleſh for us, the 
juſt for the unjuſt, that he mighe bring us ro God , therein givin 
hinaſelf a ranſom or price of redemption for all ; and by Death 
deftroying Death, and him that had the power of Death, the De- 
vil, and fo buying us all into his own Lordfhip and diſpoſe, aud 
being filled with the fulneſs of the Spiric and Power of God , aud 
{o made a quickning Spirit, able by his Word and Spirit both to 
quicken dead fouls that liften ro him and hear his voice , and to 
quicken and raiſe up dead bodies too , that he is become the Re- 
ſurce&ion and the Life z and ſo having abuliſhed death, will raiſe 
up and revive all men from under the Sentence and Judgement of 
ic, and preſent them before himſelf ro be judged by him as their 
proper Lord and Savior ro whom they owe their life , and ought 
to have lived , and by whom they ſhould have ſoughr for ſalva« 
tion, looking ro him tor it, as in whom alone there is righteou(s 
neſs,ſtrength and ſalvation for them, x Pez. 3.18. 1 Tim. 2.6. Heb. 
2. 9,14. 2 Tim.1.10. 1Cer. 15.45. Fobn5.21,22,26, 28.& 21. 
25,26. 2 Cor.5.10. 14,15. Tj. 45. 22,23,24. As 4.11,12. Yea 
the diſpoſe of mien by him both in the ftare of dearh, and ſepara» 
tion of ſoul from body, and in the ftate of refurretion, depend 
upon and ſprings from his being Lord and Judge borh of quick 
and dead, through his having died, rifen and revived, Atis 10. 40. 
42.43. Kom.14.9,10, 12. that he may be honored and glorified 
in all, and fo the Father in him; andro that purpoſe that his 
power, wiſdom,mercy, juſtice, holineſs, love, and other glorious 
Attributes might be moſt brightly diſplayed and glorified, and he 
be admired in all his Saints, &*c, Phibp. 1. 10,11. Ja. 49. 4, 5. 
2 Theſ.1. 8, 9,10. for the greatneſs of his power will be glorieutly 
diſplayed in his railing all, and bringing them before him, and 
executing Judgment on them, His wiſdom, juſtice,mercy,good- 
neſs, bove, and holineſs, &«, in the final ſentencing and diſpoſing 
ofthem ; and inal[the vertuouſneſs and preciouſneſs of his croſs, 
blood , and ſacrifice with God for men. As Lord and Judge of 
the Dead it appertains to kim, and he will diſpoſe of the dead, 
and take care of them that none of them be loſt as to their bodies, 
bur that they be forth coming , and raiſed up by him ar rhe lat 
day, Fobn 6. 38,39. andoftheir ſpirits , thatthey be diſpoſed of 
$0 Paradiſe or priſon; to Heaven with Chriſt, or ro hell —_ 
D 2 ril 
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till rhe laſt day, as is' noted before. And as Lord and Jrdge of 
the living ir apperrtains ry him to, ard he doth order an\l diſpoſe 
ofall here in thi-life as he ſees good. And when he pleaſes puts 
an end to rhe lives both of good and bad : and being raifed again 
give them their rewards according to their works, in equicy 
and righteouſneſs. For which chat there be an aftertime is re= 
quitite and neceffary, and rhac ir ſhall be fo. is moſt certain, For 
1. The righteouſneſs and Pedfaſtneſ- of his Law and Doftcine, 
his love of righteoutneſs , and hatred of intquicr, and his righte= 
ouſxefs inrewardirg vertue , and punithing tn and wickedneſs 
muſt be declared, 2 The. 1..4,5,6. Heb.6. 10, 11. He ;s the righe 
teens Lord that Iooeth righte-n/nels, Pal, 11. 7. And He is nt aGed 
75% Fo g$4p3: that bath pleaſure in wickeire/s , bat hates a the workers of imiguity, 
Sic qr YPal.5.4.5,6. And therefore hath in his Law and Doftrine pro= 
NYy+ 4s 8 miſcdand propoſed great rewards and blellings to the righteous, 
and chrearned great wrath and punithment co the wicked , Lerit, 
26. Det. 28. Bur, 

2. This Time is nor the time in which theſe things are ſuffci- 
ently manifeſted and fulfilled. This is but the time of workings, 
not of recompencing and rewarding. All the time of this life is a 
time of work and labor; and therefore there muſt be another time 
of reward. For here neither are therighreous evidently rewar- 
n ded with, or enjoy the promiſed bletlings , Hes. 11. 15. nor the 
\ wicked puniſhed according to their wickedneſs, ſo as may either 
4 ſufficiently evidence Gods love and faithfulneſs ro the one,or his 
wrath and hatred againſt the other,8the truch of his threatnings. 

True it is, that God dorh give ſome rewards, or rather en- 
couragements to goodneſs htre in inward peace and comfort,and 
oft=rimes in outward and henal preſerrations and celiverances 
from dangers, and benefits conterred ; Fipecially ro Societies 
and Companies. of men, a+Cities and Nations doing righteoufly 
and cleaving to ir, For otherwite there would be no encourage» 
ments here ro ſerve God and walk in his wayes that might mduce 
the world thereto, or ſuch as are chiefly yer ſenſual: Bur his ſer- 
vice muſt needs bea ſad and uncomforrable exerciſe , and eſpe- 
cially in communities or common bodies, as Kingdoms, Cities , 
and Commoun-wealths as ſuch, which (as one well obſerves) 
ſhall never be reſtored inco their publick capacities again, to be as 
ſuch rewarded. Nor would it be known by experience or rario- 
nally thought that the giving ſuch benefirs here appertained ro 
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God, or that ketakes notice of mens.-righteous or evil doings, 
ifGod ſhould give ſuch mercies to none thar ask or delire them , 
orthatfear and ſerve him. And again on the other hand, true 
ics, thar ſome wicked men (and eſpecially Nations and Com- 
moi>wealchs for the reaſou above nored) are puniſhed here wich 
ſevere and ſmart judgments for their wickedneſs, as Ezipt, Babi= De. cv, Dei, 
lon, Feruſalem, Pharaoh, Saul, Haman, &c. otherwiſe (as St. An=lib. 1 cap. 8: 
exftine alſonores) men would believe no Divine providence nor S: x«7um p:C- 
have ſufficient evidence of Gods anger againſt wickednels , to *©* nw Pu- 
, . nirec pete di- 
neve them to beware of it, and fear the judgements furcher,;,; * -.», 
threarned, Bur yer neicher gre the encouragements here given gg, divine pro- 
to the rivhreous perſons, eſpecially in their perſonal conlidera= videntia crede- 
tions, ſuch as eicher anſwer or evidence the greatneſs of Gods tar. 
love rothem, or cume up to ſuch promiſes as, The meek ſhall ; n= 
hernt the earth, and delight themſelves in the abundance of Peace , 
P/z/. 37.11. thar they are bleſſed of che Lord, and ſhall endure 
before him for ever. And many che hike, nor are they common or 
general rv all of them, as to ſuch ar leaſt as are oucwardly and 
vilibly reſtifyed. Many of chem in the eye ofthe world, and tv 
their own ſenſe (as ſome of themlelves ofrimes complain)being FR 
lagued all the day long, and afflied every morning. Su as they ; © Pm 
9%, 586 U | S4 A . ed Ar es > ICY >ona ſunt anj- 
areread/ to (av,and others rothink , that they in vain cleanſe tveir gy. 14@ 1þ0 
hearts, and waſh their hands in immxency, Fſal. 53. 13, 14. being cap, 7, 
as the Scriprure faith elſewhere, oftimes killed alt the day long, ant 
made as Sheep for the ſlanzbter, Ram. $, 36. Yea , ſeem ro the 
world to die miſerably.and receive no reward here for their love 
rorighreouſieſs, and ro God, and Chriſt reftified in their death. _ 
As on the other hand the wicked oftimes proſper all their lives, 
become old, and grow great in power, have none, or no re- 
markable wrath relliied againſt chem, either in their life (theic 
houſes being fafe from fear, and they proſpering in the world) 
or m their Death, having no bonds therem, as Pal. 73. 3,4,5-12- 
Feb.21.6,7,8,&c. Yea, and they of chem that are puniſhed 
here, are nor puniſhed beyond whar ſome one of their innume- 
rable fins mav deſerve, nav little more than what Tays upon all 
goud and bad, commonly befalls chem. For what had Pharoab 
more than J-{;«þ in being Drowned ; or Saul in being killed in 
the Barrel; or Hzman in being hanged, more than orcinarily 13 
felc in men dying 2 except the ſuddainneſs, the frigh:fulneſs,pub- 


lickneſs and ſhame therein , or ſome ſuch concomicant+ making 
their- 
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their falls exemplary, and teftimonies of yeageance. Many & 
man thar dies on his bed of the Colick, or Stone, or Strangury, 
endures more torment : yea, and many righteous perſons endure 
as ſuddain, violem and ſhameful Deaths, even for cighteouſueſs, 
as many Martyrs, and thoſe mentioned Heb, 11. 35, 36, 37. 
Sr, Lrwrence en the Gridicon endured as much for Chrift , as 
Avab and Kelizh for Idolarry and Adultery , whom the King of 
E zbylon roaſted in the Fire. Fer. 29. 22, 23. as to what was viſt= 
vle, Here all chings happen to the outward eye promiſcuouſly, 
and roall alike, as rotheevil, fo to the g001; as to him that fears 
etch che Lord, fv ro him that fearerh him nor. Ged now canſing bis 
Sur: to ſhine 01 gavd and bad, and bis rain to fall onthe juſt, and on 
thbeunju't, Matth. 5.45. he defiring the Death ofnone, nonor of 
the wicked, invites them by his goodneſs , long-ſutfering and 
forbearance ro repentance. And ſome of them duubcleſs are led 
ro repent thereby , though others harden their hearcs there- 
againft, and in their impenirency treaſure up wrath againſt the 
day of wrath, and revelations of the righteous judgment ef God, 
Mith. 11.21. 23. and 12.41. Rom. 2.4,5. and on the other 
fide God often currets beth good and bad, char he might exer- 
ciſe the fairh of the one, and more purite and prepare them for 
tis glory, making them thererhrough partakers of his holineſs: 
and thar ke might admonith and awaken the other ro repentance 
that his ſoul might be kept from going down to the pic, &c. Fob. 
3. 29. and ſome are awakened thereby ro repentance, though 
ome when Gods hand is lifred up will nor ſee, [/a. 26, 9. 10. 
Deus — , though indeed the righteous have che greareſt ſhare of troubles 
Is and evils here, for the greater evidencing and adding worth and 
conftere poſſe;. luſter ro their fairh ns obedience. And alſo for the preparing 
La&. them for, and magnifring or inhancing their aftec-rewards. 
Their light and momentany ſufferings here , working for them 

* Tam patien- fr more exceeding and eternal weight ef glory , 2 Cor, 4.17. As alfo 
Gs Dei «dj: \,..1\\[e they have all rheic puniſhment here, none hereafter. As 
menſins the contrary may be ſome xeafon of the wickeds more proſpering 
Lam Dri here, Lac, 16. 26. and ſo as Auftin well abferves, * che patience 

os petieniem of God invites the wicked rorepenrance, and the Rod of God 
it bones q1Ucrures the = ro patience. Sometime again the mercy of 


Fu 


Tres, wiſer (3.4 embracts the good that are to be cheriſhed; and the ſeverity 


- of God chaftens the wicked that are to be puniſhed. Again,Ged 
Eitur boxes : ficut ſeverit os Dei puniendos cerripit males, ec. Avg. deci vir. Deipli.. cap. 
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would have theſe temporal matters common to borh, That goed 
men might neither greedily cover what good things they ſee, to 
be but the portion of the wicked here, nor ſhamefully avoid ſuch 
troubles as they ſee for the moſt part befall che good, Herethen, 
evident it is,is neither the time nor place ofthe full manifeſtation 
of Guds righteous judgment on either: And therefore 
3. It remains that ſeeing God hath ſaid he will puniſh all the 
workers of iniquity, and reward all that are righteous and pa- 
riencly perſevere in well doing ; that there muſt be another, an 
afcertime and ſtare in which his word, chat muſt not paGs or fall 
ro the ground, thall be accompliſhed, and his righreouſneG both 
ro the one and che other, and his love to righteouſneſs and barred 
of iniquiry, be fully manifeſted, Rom, 2.5. which muſt rherefo: e 
be after Death. Bur then again 
4. Seeing in the ftate of Leath and ſeparation of the Body and 
Soul (though indeed there is a different diſpoſe of their Souls, 
as aforeſaid, and as will after appear and be more cleared ; yer) 
wha: is done then to the Soul or Spirit by way of reward or pu- 
niſhmenr, is neither of che whole guilty or praiſe-worthy ſubjeRt. 
The Body having linned alſo, and been ative in the wickedneſs 
of the wicked,and on the other hand hath wrought whar is good, 
an4 ſuffered injuries and wrongs for Chrift and rigtteouſne(; 
lake inthe righteous ; and irs bur right and reaſonable that che 
whole that ſhared in the work , ſhould ſhare too in the wages, 
(though the ſoul in both being the principal agent and mover of 
the body, its not unreaſonable chat both in the one and che other 
ic have the precedencv, and fo have what is allorred in the ſepa- 
rated ſtare while the body lies dead and fenflefs :) as alfo ſeeing 
what happens tothe ſoul or ſpiric, is not openly evident ro the 
world.(if evident to thofe ſpirits thar partake of like ſtare)and irs 
meet that Gods righteouſneſs be as openly and evidently ſeen in 
the world,to men & angels.,as mens works have been,&ac hisLaw 
and Doftrine have, which rhey therein kepr or broke, as alto 
the Promiſes and Threatnings therein. As alſo many things in 
the ſpirits (and bodily atings roo)of men have been here hid,as 
alſo much of chereaſon of Gods dealings here ; and he hath pro- 
miſed open-rewards, therefore it follows char ir is neceffary that 
there be a reſurretion and reviving borh- of good and bad from 
the dead, and the bringing chem to a publike, vitibte, open and 
manifeſt Judgement; ſo a: God and Chrift may be operl; and 
m niteſtly 
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manifeſtly glorited. And the good and bad receive open and 
manifeſt recompences for their works. So as both the good may 
be openly honuured and rewarded in the veiw of chole char have 
derided, and reproach'd chem , and from and amongſt whom 
they have ſuffered for and practiced righteouſne's. And che wick- 
ed be openly judged amongſt and by, and punithe\ in the veiw 
of thoſe over whom they have here glor;ed and triumphed, 
and whom chev here falls julged and condemned, Suck the 
grounds and reaſonsfor this afcer-(tate. 

The conlideration of which as thus far carried on by us, or ra= 
ther as ſo co be carried on by Chriſt , may put us upon a more 
ſerious contideration of our Mortallicy and Death : and ſeeing 
that our life here is fo momentany and uncercain, (o as it is com= 
paredin the Scriptures ro molt flicting chings, 4s 4 þ.adow, Fob.S, 
tang 9: 30d 14.2. 4vapuer, Fam. 4.14.4 fit , jwifter than a poſt, 
the (hatow of Job. 9.25, or aWeacersbuitle, Fob, 7. 6. andthe like (as ſome 
ſmokes, 4:4 of the heathen have compared them to a thadaw, or ſmoke, or a 
exiz; '6ap 1h: dream, or the dream of a ſhadow, anJd man hinielfrco an image 
Seen of «/01- or ſhadow) and ſo we know not how ſoon we may be ar thar 
— mobo , afcer-part ; therefore to be more ſerious, paſſing the rime of our 

preſent ſojourning in the fear of God, 1 Per. 1. 17. Remembring 
our Creator in the daves of our youth , or choiſe, while yer Lite 
and Death are before us, and either ofchem may be choſen by us. 
Nor to livelike (becauſe as to oitr Bodies , we are mortal and 
mnt die, as) the Beaſts, or like the Epicures that (ay , Let ws eat 
and drink , for t9 morrow we dic; as if there as norhing for us 
afrer death either to enjoy or ſuffer, and as if the old Verte of the 
> picures were true, vis. 
Ee, bibas, ludas, pot mortem nulls voluptas. 

Let ws eat, drink end play, for inthe Grave - 

Or ajter Death, no pleaſure men ſhall bave, 

- Somaking the conlideration of our Death an argument to 
provoke us ro mind and follow after the fading pleaſures and en- 
joyments only ofthis fading life : baniſhing the remembranees of 
God our of our hearts, as Foſe wicked ones in Fob. 21. 13, 14. 
and 22.16, 17. that ſaygo God , Depart from us , we deſire not 
mot the knowRadye of thy wayes, What can the Almighty do for us ? 
Bur ſeeing there is ſomerhing afrer Death good or bad ro be reap- 
ed by us according to our lives here ir ſhould ſtir us up to live 


a5 men endued wich principles of underſtanding and reaſon , wy 
0 
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ſo capable of knowing and improving thoſe truchs concerning 
us, minding and thinking on him who in creating and making 
us and all vther creatures, preferred us before and above them , 


_ andprepared another and a further life for us , beyond whar he 


ave or gives them that in calling ro mind what he hath done 
FM and tous, both in the firft Adam, and in our own perſons, a: 
in and from him, in making us men indued with his image an! 
likeneſs, and capable of higher happinets than the Beaſts of the 
earth, over which he alſo gave us dominion: and alſo,and efpe- 
cia'ly in the ſecond Azam, our Lord Jeſus, in whom he hath ran- 
fomed us from the Death we fell inro in the firſt Adam , and 
bought us into his own merciful and righteous Lordihip and dit- 
pole, and given us eterna] life; a far berrer portion and happi- 
nels than either what we may have in this life and world, or 
might have had inand from Adam , conſidering alſo that he hath 
appointed a Day of Death for us, and after that a Judgment by 
him chat died for us, and roſgagain, whereofalſo he hath given 
aſſurance * or faich, ro all mba he hath raiſed him from the * **??- 
dead, AC. 17.31. we may fer Ohr ſelves ro ſeek him, the know- 
ledge of him and ofhis will,which we may find in his revelations 
of them to us by Jeſits Chriſt, thac fo knowing and yeilding up 
our ſelves to him to the obeying and doing his will ( wherein we 
iball be repute! righteous) we may be well , mercifully, and 
comfortably diipoſed of by him in the after-ſtace , avoiding and 
abandoning all thote things thar might withdraw us from kim, 
and from rhe obedience of his will, and following after, or yeild- 
wg up our ſelves tro what may furcher u« therein, But rhe fur- 
ther opent22 and improvement of rhis Uſe will becrer fall in after 
and upon our conlideration ofthe fecond point; viz. : 

That there is a very detirable excellency in the Deati: of the Port = 
Righteous, and in his Jatter end above that cfother men, eſpe- Ne nn 
cially of ſuch as are wicked. Soaseven the wicked that care not; pl ha 
ro livetheir life, and co have their beginning and progres, yetrichtecus. 
underſtanding ir, defire co belike them therein. Iris in a manner Tarts oft pie- 
Sr. Bernard's obſervation upon the words; Fer, ſaith he , cb or ſoutis (rufus, 
great i the frutt 9! preiy, ana jaucy the reward of rigireouſne!s L that itraxta (uſti:1-6 
cannct bat ve eefired of the wicked and wnrightcow. Bern, in PC, 01, 9'1c's v1 ne 5 
Ser. 7. " "rhe neid Þ 

This doth ſuppoſe and imply.the fecond Branch of what w__ — 
nated tn our entrance to diſcourſe of the tormer Propotttion,: 1:2. EE 
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That the Death and end of therighteow, are very different from 1b-/e 
of the wicked, &.:, of any that ace net righteous , which I only 


_ diſtinguiſh from the wicked, as the Scriptures uſually by the 


wicked underſtand men, not only ignorant of and out of Chriſt, 
13njuſtified perſons, buralfo evilly affe&ed rowards and oppolire 
:2 Chriſt, and the truch of God and his grace in the diſcoveries 
and teachings ofir , fo as ro att contrary, and in oppoſitionro it 
againit light and knowledge , and that wich tubbornneſs and 
wilfulnefs,and often to the endevouring the miſchief of the righre- 
ous, and ſuppreſſion ofthe trurtk oft God. Now that the righte- 
ous mans Death and after-end or part , differs from rhart of the 
unrighreous and wicked, fo as to be far berrer, we ſhall make 
evident through Gods help and afliſtance in what we thall ſpeak 


thereof. 
t. Politively, as conl:dered in themſelves,and then alfo a lirtle. 
2. Comparatixely, as comparing them with the finners and 
wickeds. _—_ 
1. In ſpeaking poſitively of thgm we ſhall conlider. 

1, Whoare the Righteous , whoſe Death and latter end are (0 come 
mendably excellent, and bow they come tobe ſo, or wherein their 
righteamſne(s ftandeth ? 

2, What is the Death of the Righteous that is ſo deſireable * And 

3. Wherein,or upon wht accounts it is defirable, 

4. IWhat the after=Pavt or latter end of the Rightcews, and the defirablee 
ne(s thereof, 

1. WWhobe thele righteers ones, and non what account, or whe: in any 
:5/p? To which letus mind 

' x, Tharthe righteous are denominated from righteouſneſs, 
ſo as they are righteous in whom righteouſneſs is found, or they 

m ir, and by whom ir is pratifed.. Now righeteoufnels is in 

it ſelf an exaRt and perfect ſtraightneſs or rightneſs . fo as 

ro be without blame, fault or crookedneſs in every thing, or re- 
ſpeR, and ſo irs abſolutely in God in the fiſt place, and he both 
Father , Word , and Holy Spirit, is called, the J»# Ged , or the 
rigbteows Lord, F(a!. 119. 137. Fer. 12.1. 7b. 17.27. Zepb. 35. 
Dext, 32. 4. Jes, the moſt juſt or upright, Fo5. 34. 17. 13. 26. >. 
becauſe righteouſneſs is efferrial ro him, and he «nd his will the 
mo!t perfe& rule of —_— bur he liverh and dierh nor : 
nor of him can we underſtand the words, who is eternal , and 


wichout beginning, end, or reward, 


2, That 
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2. That we have to ſpeak of righteous men, and righreouſ- 
neſs, as found in or upon man, and ſo we may fay generally thar 
Righceonſnels is a conformicy in man to the wiil_and minde of 
God , and the» are righteous that are fo; and fo are right and 
ſtraight according to Gods minde. And tuch is the tignification q=wypy 
of the word here cranflated, Righteew, Upright or Richr, And fo 

1. Gca made man Fehr, upright, ſuicable co his minde, nor 
crooked or perverſe, bending from him , or faulty before him, 
Eccle{.5.29, And that was mans primicive,original,created fare. 
called alſo Hz !ikeneſr, orfrmilitude , bur according ro this righ- 
treouſneſs or uprichrneſs, there is no man found while here living 
upright in himſelf, man having found our many inventions, 
Ecele/, 7, 29, For all have ſtnned and fwerved from thar firſt cre- 
ered uprightnets and integrity, and have failed of the glory of 
God. Rom, 3 23. But God fill abides juſt and righreous, though 
man be fallen from him ; and char rightnefs and uprightnets that 
he gave o” madeus in , his atts, doings, wavs, words and works 
are all righreous, and there is no iniquity in bim. And 

2. He gave arighreous, jult and holy Law , as a perfet Rule 
of righteouſnefs : according ro which he that ſhould do ſhould 
live,and enjoy his favor and blethng ; bur he rhat (werves there- 
from, and continues nor in all things contained therein,is crouk- 
ed and unjuft ; unrighreous and condemned by it co die, yea ac- 
eurſed and blaſted of .God in his moſt holy and righteous Sen- 
tence. Bur this coming in vyoon fallen man , and being propo- 
(ed ro him as a Rule, ro meaſure himſelf by, and {quare his heart 
and aFions after . findes him fo detperately crooked and diſtor- 
red by his fall, rhar it alcogether pronounces againſt man and 
condemns him. And while man weuld fer himfelf ro conform 
himſelf roir in heart and wav, he is chereby convinced char he is 
wrong and urrighreous : For by the Law i+ the knowledge of 
im; yea, tin taking occaſton by ir. it is more awakened and lir- 
red up f0 mat 2114 at forth it ſelf, when ir findes the L aw its cx ot 
enemy rof.-rbi, reſtrain and curb ir, ard itrives co bear it down 
zetoreir,c relic fecretly roelude ir. And fo man in Bead of being 
wade ji and righteous by ir, i> diſcovered co be more vile and 
tinful ; vea, cccationally is made fo, as the Apofile fairh, Rom. 5. 
20. the aw entred 114; ſn might 8b und... And in Chap.7.5 8,9. 
The motions or paſſtons of itn that were b- the Law, wrought tn 
our membecs to bring forth fruicunto Dearth: And { n; taking 96+ 
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ealon by the Commandment , wrought in me (faith he) all mavner of 
-oneupiſcence,or all luſting or covering. So that accorcing to that 
Rule we are all pronounced unrighteous : There is noxe righteous, 
27 nt one, Rom. 3-10. None that deth good, na net one, Ver. 12, All 
vo 270 out of the way, ab together breome + (605 , erery mouth ſtope 
pid, and ai'the world gail:y before God, verſ. 13. 19. What ever 
conceits men mar have of themſelves , or one of another, yer by 
the deeds of the Law no fleſh living ts , or ſtall be juſtifed in the 
light of God, ver. 20. As many as arecf the worx+ of the Law, 
and claim life and righteoufne(s , the promiſes and blefling -co 
themſelves that way, are all deceived, and are under the Curle : 
the Law ſaying , Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the Boogof the Law to do them, Gal.3.18. And 
thereis nor a man found liviag here upon earth that doth ſo con- 
rinue inall chings ro do them, N-t 4 pelt man upon eart that d 16 
good, and ſinnctv not, Ecclef. 5.20, The whole firſt Ad.mms, our na- 
rural Root, wich all of us, even all the natural branches nacurally 
ſpringing our of him, being all rotten and corrupr, crooked and 
perverſe, bowed down from God to the creature , and from lu- 
ving one another, rolove our ſelves with a perverſe love : but 
neicher God nor our ſelves, nor one another as we ought, and in 
a way, manner, and meaſure conformable ro his will, And all 
our blofloms or what proceeds from us, goes up as duſt : all our 


thoughts, words and works corrupt and abominable, filthy and 
Minking, P/a/.14. 1,2,3. Rom. 3. 10,11,to 19. Suchthe unrigh- 


tcouſneſs and unrightneſs of mankinde, and notwithſtanding all 
the Law can do to reRifte and mend us, the Law could nor make 
us jult,the fleſh tn us prevailing againſt it; and mwltiplying tn by 
occalion of it, Remi.8.3. with 7.8, Whar then be thele righteous 
or upright ones, whoſe death Belazm would die, and whoſe latter 
end he would have like his ? What, ſball we take them tobe An- 
gels | No ſure, They die not, thoſe eſpecially that be righteous, 
huly and good ; and for the damned ones , they r from be- 
mg righceous or upright. No, we mutt tinde theni in the nature 
of men, and amongſt men : To which purpote 

3. God ſtill being righteous, holy and good , and his Eternal 
Word and Almighty Spirit, by whom he made and gave being co 
all things, abidin Aill juſt and uprighr, and eternally ſo\, (pir- 
rying fallen miſerable man , being under the Sentence of a moſt 


dreadful Death, by none to be defired , for his unrightneſs ; and 
de- 
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deviling how to deliver him therefrom)created a new thing in the 
earth,ſuch as was not found in all his firſt Creation ; a new Roor 
of Righteouſneſs and Planr of Renown , a Righreous Seed out 
of the [inning woman, by a wonderful and moſt glorious way, 
even by ordaining and in due time fending forch his own Erer- 
nal Word, his onely begotten Son made of a woman : and fota- 
king the ſeed of the woman, the nature of a man, intoa perfe(t, 
entire , and perfonal union with himſelf, did o ſanTihe thar 
Bravch of mans naturein che conception of ir, and uniting ir 
witch himſelf, thar therein (and ſo in him as become man, Imma- 
nuel, God with us) there was no ſtain or pollution of tin, He 
knew no f'n. 20 0r,5.21. no did he any fin, nor ws any puile 
fomnd in bis month, x Per. 2,22. Him he made ro be his Lamb for 
raking away the fin of the world ; a (porleſs Lamb and withour 
blemilh before him in hear and lite, doing ever and in all things 
what pleaſed his Father, ro his urmolt content and farisfaCtion, 
Feb, 8. 29, 1Pet.1.19, Math. 3. 17. 1a. 42, 1. He only of all 
men, or perſons partaking of the humane nature, was and is the 
holy and juſt One, Ad. 3. 14. and 7.52. Jefus Chriſt the Righ- 
reous, 1 Fob. 2.1, and he was juſt and righreous according to 
the Law which he was made under,and was ſubjet ro(G41.4.4.) 
for our ſakes, never breaking ir, ur doing anv thing ſhort of 
what was required of man init. So as that God teſtifies of him 
once, and again, that ke was well pleaſed in, or with him, 
Math, 17. 5. for hedelighted ro do his will , his Law was in his 
hearr, his car he opened, and he was not rebellions nor turned 
back, P/2/.40.7, 8,9. 1/2.50.5,6. Heb. 10.7, and indeed in 
reſpect of his perfe&t obedience ro God , and conformity to his 
Law, he was juſtified thereby, and ought to have lived and to 
be bleſſed ; bur yer thoughhe had done fo, and thoſe things 
were due tohim , God his Father willing him to lay down all 
thar life and bleſſing , and take upon himſelf (as our nature and 
Law, fo now) alfoour lnand curſe, and notwithftandivg life 
and bleſſing was his due, ro die for us and be made a curſe ; he 
willingly for our fake did ſo, and ſohe ſuffered, the jult fur the 
unjuſt, and died for the ungodly, that he might bring us unto 
God, Rom. 5, 6. and 1 P-t.3.18. ir happened to him, the 
righreous One, according to the work and deſert of us wicked 
and ungodly ones, that it might happen to us ungodly ones ac- 


cording tothe work of him the juſt and righreous One ; for = 
that 
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Hat knew no fin 'was made fin for us, that we might be n:aJe the 
"tghreouſnels of God in him , and he hath redemed us fromthe 
cixrle of the law, being made a curſe for us , thar ſo the bleſſing of 
{"r1þ wm for (or concerning or unto) the Gentiles might be in 
feius Chritt ; that we might receive the promiſe of rhe Spictr 
rough faich, thatis , that he might be made the righteouſneſs ot 
Cod tous , and we might be made righteous by and in him, an.] 
11heric the life and blelling promiſed by the law co the righteous ; 
and forthe righrev ues of the law be fultilled in us , wakkine not 
eter the feb, but after the Spirit given us in and through /im, Gal. 3: 
13.14. 2 Cer,5.21. ani 1Cor, x. 30, Rom, 8. 4. Sc that this 
119hreons One having dved for all, and therein given himſelt a 
rantome fur all trom under that fin and ſentence of death upon alb 
there is NOW ta and by him wrought for us a comyleat righteouſneſs 
even the righteouſneſs of God through the faich of him (he faith 
nor the faich in him, bur ofhim, the Goſpel) unto (or for) all (even 
for all men , for the free gifc is for or untoall men , for the juſti- 
fication of life) and upon all that believe, Rem. 3.22.and5.18S. 
So then here-we have found a righteous man , a pertetly 
righteous and upright One, in whom no crookedneſs crguile in 
the leaſt; and that nor only in himſelf, and for himſelf, bur for us 
r00 ; as a root and fountain of them, and of all life and bletſing for 
all other men , for his nameis called 7he Lord ozer Righteor nec, 
Ter. 23. 6. 1 Cor. 1.30. Burt no man I think would with 6 
die fuch a death as he dyed , fo as tobeacurſe in dving : no ic 
cannct be underſtocd of him as to that clauſe , the word X+': - 
2#s or Upright being of the plural number alfo, and including 
more : though as rothe /atter end or reward rendred in the tnou- 
lar number , lhe his , it mav be meant ofhim , as co the infinite 
portion of life and happineſs he hath received in the nature 4 
man for us upon the account ofhis Death and fufferings;or it £244 
t1gnific /tke the latter end, or atter-part of him, thac is , Tjrac!, or any 
one of them righreairs or r1ght ones, whom we muſt find alſo yi';- 
rally. That we may make our DoGtrine come up to the Jang4anc 
of the Text, and fo find rizat there are other perſons, diver:e, vr 
many perſons righteous, and fo there are , but all m him the 
righteous and juſt One , the righteouſneſs of God for us , and root 
of righteouſneſs crous; And to we find, that bythe obedience of onc, 


manyſhall be made righteous, Rom.5. 19.And | ſay unto you,Mu.; 


rightesns men and Prophits race aefired is ſee rhe things ye ſee, ©<. 
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Math. 13. 17, To ſhew how this comes about, and wherein they 
are righreous , obſerve 
4- That God having provided ſuch a righteouſneſs as his Son, 
and that in his Son for us , even for the juſtification and falvation 
of us finful men in general ; now it is his will that we clofe 
with, come to, and believe in the name of this his Son, the 
righreous One, ſeeking in him, and in the faith of him (as eviden- 
ced and made known tous) remilſion of all our fins , juſtification 
and accepration of our pertons , the holy Spirit of God , and his 
heavenly gifts , and bleſſmgs , wiſedome, righteouſneſs , holi- 
neſs, redemption, and ina word all things pertaining to life and 
godiinef, To which purpoſe he declares and proclaimes him 
ro men inthe Goſpel; reaches the knowledge of him, and there- 
in draws to kim, ſoas every one that hears and learns of him 
(the Father) comes tohim, and believes in him, 1. Foh. 3. 23. 
Fob, 6.29. Thu is the work of God that ye believe on bim whom be 
hath ſent, And this #5 bis commandement that ye believe on the name 
e* bis Son Feſwus Chrift , and love one another, Therefore alſo he 
calls , Behold mr ſervant whom I uphold , mine Eleti in whom my 
ſoul delighteth , T have put my holy Spirit upen bim , and be ſhall 
bring forth judgment to the Gemits » Ifa. 42. 1, And this is 
my wel.-beloved Son , hear ye bim, Math. 3.17. and 17. 5. And 
Chriſt alſo calls us ro himſelf : Come 1:10 me aff je that areweary 
ana hey laden, and Iwill give you reſt : and if any man thirſt let him 
come unto me and drink: He that believeth on me, as the Seriptures 
kave 'aid , cut of his belly ſhall flow rivers oftiving waters , Math, 11, 
28, 7-1. 7. 37,38. and many thelike. In which he inclufively 
promiſes the gift of righteouſneſs , that he will make ſich righte-= 
ous with God, there being no reft or ſatisfation to any withour 
that. Now then all they that by the gracious call of God and 
Chriſt are overcome or prevailed with co come to him,look roand __, . p 
belteve in him Cupon the accounr of what he hath done and ſiffer- * — 
ed for them in himſelf, and of the fulneſs of that proviſion made —_ 2 
ready in him, and kis readineſs and faithfulneſs, as he hath alſo ,5y faugr, 
promiſed , to communicate irtorhem , and ina word, through 04: 34+zone 
the grace diſcovered in the ca!l ro them. ) ro them Chriſt is made being 7ebte- 
righreouſneſs , and they are jultified and acquitted of their fius 9%" a ſell, 
in him,and accepred as righteous perſons, and Chriſt alſois faith- ,;/ _ T 
full ro waſh , ſanifie and frame them ro his minde , leading chem =S Ofis- 
from all their Idols, former evils and abominarions , unto God {a Cc11. liv. 6 
an 
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in himſelf, to behold his glory and glorious grace, love him , de- 
pend on him , yeild up to him, ro worſhip , ſerve and obey him, 
and to love one another , and co ſeek the good of all co their ca- 
pacities, and foro write his law in them : theſe I ſay , as locked 
upon in Chcitt , (in whom aud for whoſe ſake they are accepted, 
even in his ſpotle(s and perfeR cighreouſnels, ) are righteous in 
the fight of God ; and doers of righteouſneſs, in as much as they 
are led by and follow the Spirit of God , who maxes it his butt- 
nels to vlotihe Chrift rothem, and lead them into him and atce: 
him ; and fo ro confirm them in him , and confurm them to 
him. In a word, they are righteous rhat are in Chrilt Jeſus , 44 
welk no after the fiſh but ajter the FÞ rit , Rom, $. 1. thatare the 
Iſrael of Ged , the Circumcition , cut off from all hope and con- 
hydence in themlz[ves, cheir flethly birth , breeding , wiſdom, 
righteoulnels or concetts of holineis,as ſeeing an emprinels and in- 
ſufficiency inchem all, and as ſeeing an excellency in the know- 
ledge of Chriit,and ofthe grace of God in and through him , and 
ſo they ceme off from all carnal , Moſaical , or much more, devi- 
ſed worthips (and much more as to ſeeking life or putting righre-= 
ouſneſs, life , or holineſs in them) co worlhip God in the Spiric, 
rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in the flzth ; in 
which their being made in Chriſt , and brought to have their Je- 
endance upon and rejoycing in him,they are of the feed of 4! -.7- 
Can and heires according to promiſe, ſuch as 1'21c was, and not 
as Imael who was born after the fleſh; as roſe be that 1:11 
they are Chriſts becauſe of their flethly birth , or indeavours or 
priviledges : that from ſuch things conjeQure and hope ther are 
of thoſe thar Chriſt dyed for, and are the children of God. And 
vet as 1{226 alſo had two ſons Facob and Eſau, the one a ample- 
hearred man , the other a cunning hunter that ſold his birthrignr 
for a meſs of portage : fo of thoſe that come ro God by Jeſus 
Chriſt , and rejoyce in his goodnels and graciuutneſs to tamners , 
there are (ome that abuſe this crace and turn it into wantonneſs, 
faying , Let vs do ern! that good may ceme thcresf ; fin that grace 
may abound ; or becauſe we are nor under law bur under grace ; 
and ſo in ſome eager purkuic of ſome worldly luſt, honour, riches, 
or flethly Iuft after wine , women, ©, (ell their birthright in the 
Goſpel. Theſe as Efax are rejected tov (as well as thole that ate 
of works like Ihmeel) and are not righteous, though they ma/ 
be ſons ofthe Church, and, in a fort, of God , as to repute, Br 
| taoſs 
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thoſe that being brought into Chriſt , baptifd into his name ; 
and made the Sons of God by faith -in him , do alſo mind the 
grace of God, and ſs effeQually receive ic as co be made ſimple 
and upright hearted unto him thereby, obeying their Father and 
Mother, God and his Grace, or the Feru{alem above, the Mo- 
ther of us all; Gal. 4. 26. and fo walk after the reachings of his 
grace (which 1s the ſame with walking after the Spirit, ir being 
the holy Spirit chat breaths therein and teackes us) that denybig 
all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts we ſhould live ſoberly, righte- 
oully and godlily in this preſent world, (not with the Edomite. 
embracing this prefent world, but wich 7acob) looking afrer (the 
bleſling, che inhericance, promiſed in Chrift Jeſus, and ſo ) che 
bleſſed hope, even the appearance of the glory of the great God 
and our Saviour Jeſts Chrift, whogeve himſelf for w,, &c. Tit. 2. 
11,12, 13, 14+ heſe are Ijraelites indeed, the upright and 
the bleiſed Seed, being righteous (as by all hereabour ſaid may 
be ſeen) in a double reſpeR. 


1. In regard of Chritt as cheir righteouſneſs pur on by them 1 whatreſpe# 
and made of God righteouſneſs rothem,Gal. 3, 26, 27.2 Cor. 1.30, the godly we 
accepted in bim the beloved, Epb, 1.6. and abiding in bim are pres [aid P1166: 
ſented without rebukg and blame, as in him inthe fight.of God, Col. 1. fects, 


21, 22, 23. 
2+ In regard of their being ina meaſure by and through Chriſt 
conformed to him, and made righteous in their way and demea- 
nour, doing thoſe things that are right and good in the ſight of 
God and our Saviour, the imperfeions and defefts wherein are 
taken away and covered in and by him believed on,and that thar 
is of his Spirir and ſpiricual operation iv them, made acceptable 
through him, x Fob. 2. 29.and 3,21, 22. 1 Pet. 2.5, And inthis 
latter conlideration, they are right or upright , as the word in 
the Text ligrifies, in and through Chritt. 
r.In that they diſclaim and renounce themſelves andall things 
of themſelves, their own works, worthineſs and righteouſneſs, 
and only believe in, cloſe with, and havetheir life and rejoyc- 
ing in Chriſt Jeſus ; living not by or upon their own works, but 
by fairh.; even by the Faich or DoGtrine of the Son of God be= 
lieved and minded, and the grace therein reſtified , in that he 
loved them, and gave himſelf for them, Gal. 2.20. which who 
ſoſlight, andare lifted up above, as thinking ic roo ſimple and 
mean a ground for their hope, their hearts are not upright in 
F him, 
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him, Hcb. 2. 4. they char are ſeeking ſomething elſe beſides and 
above the viiton of him thar ſhall come, and will come, and will 
nor rarry (thats, of Chriſt Jeſus and rhe grace in him } their 
Souls are nor upright in Chrift; For the wpright love him , 
(Cant. 1. 4.) and fo conrent themtelves there , and keep them 
only and tingly for all rhings co hin: ; as believing rhar in him” 
they are complear, and have all chings freely given them in an4 
with him, both percainingro life and godlinels, and ſo wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, hulineſs and redemprion (as was faid before) yea: 
erernal life ; yea, the promiſes both of this life, and of that ro 
come, {oasthatin the knowledge, believing,and underſtanding 
ofhim and rhe grace in him, they ſhall have all chings admini- 
ftred rothem, Col. 2. 9,10. 1 Tim. 4.8. 2 Pet. 1.3, 4. Rem. $8.32. 
and ſo they abide in him, in the belief of his grace and obedi- 
ence to his Counfels and Inſtruftiqns , look Wo and depend- 
ing upon him and God, in and through him for all things. 
And herein 
2. They deny all ungodlineſs, all evil, unbeſceming and hard 
thoughts of God, Arheiſm, Idolatry, or Idolatrous conceptions 
direfting them to ſeekfor life, righteouſneſs, ſafery and farisfa- 
Rion in ſomerhing our of him : or of ſome other power than of 
God in him ; asJudging ſome inſufficiency or want of graciouſ- 
neſs in him, with all prophane negleds of him, his wav,worſhip, 
and ſervice, fo as that though evil thoughrs , remptations and 
motions may be ſuggeſted ro them by Saran, or ; up in 
them through their corruption, as ifrhece were no God , or as 
ifhe loved them nor, or cared nor for them , becaufe he- aftiits 
and trves them. Or as if he minded nor mens wayes or walkiags, 
becauſe heproſpers the wicked and afflifts the righteous : or as 
if Þis teſtimonies were not true, or ir were in vain to worſtip ant 
call upon him, &c, yer.through the grace of God, and þ:is refti- 
mony (the faith of Jeſus) kept to, they rejef? theſe and ders then:, 
and de not yicld up themſelves to them tv be carried away U; them, 
Pſal. 73.1, 2, 3. 13, 14, 15, 16. | 
. Knowing him to be Lord, and ro have the diſpoſe of all 
things in heavenand earth, and that rhe promiſes of this life thar 
is, and ofthat to come, are in him all Tee and Amer , athrmed 
andeonfirmed for, and with thoſe thar cleave to him, and that ke 
1s wiſe in heart , and holy in way, loving, faichful, and werci- 
ful roall (asis evident to them in what they believe he. hath a!- 
reaty 
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ready done in his Death and Sufferings for all) eſpecially rd them 
char wait upon him : being the Saviour of all men, and eſpe- 
cially of rhem that believe; rhey in the light direQtion and 
ſtrength of this grace, doalfo deny worldly luſts, luſts of cove- 
rouſneſs afrer more and preater hunours , preferments , riches, 
pleaſures and delights ro the fleſh, or whatever elſe the world 
harh inir, and propoſes to us to allure and draw us from him. 
Knowing alſo and yoga in fearing God and cleaving ro 
Chriſt in the conduR ofhis Word and Spirir, they hall want n:- 
thing that is good for them, Pal. 23. and 34.9, 10. and $4. 11. 
Mat, 6. 33. bur ſhall have all their needs ſipplyed, and a berrer 
portion here (though inlefs) having his love and favour with ir, 
than thoſe char have far more without them, Pſal, 37. 16. Prov.1g. 
16, and 16. $. So that though diſcontentedneſs with their lot and 
portion here, ſometimes ariſes in them, and luftings and covetings 
afrer more affail them,yer they war againſt them,and in ntinding 
and taking heed to the vilton orteſtimiony of Chriſt, deny rhem , 
Pſal. 53.22, 23, 24. 

4. And knowing and beleiving that all their approach to and 
acceprancewith God is only in and upon the account of Chrift 
Jeſus ; and thatrhey in themſelves are every where imperfe& /, 
yea of themſelves as of themſelves ro have no ſufficiency ro any 
good thing, nor any thing truly good, pleaſing and acceptable 
ro God dwelling in them ; they are fober in the thoughts of them» 
ſelves, not thinking of themſelves above what is meer, as if for 
their own berrerneſs or goodnels, they were more favoured of 
God.or were able of themſelves as ofthemſelves ro do or perform 
any thing wrt to God, or profirable ro themſelves or others, 
or able to find our the things of God and Chrif otherwiſe, and 
further than by his hply Spirit in his reftimony he gives then 
underſtanding and diſcerning ofthem ; or were worthy ro have 
them revealed to them, rarher than others: and ſo exerciſe nor 
themſelves in things roo high for them, Rom. 12. 3, 4. 2 Cor. 3.5. 
Rem. 7.14. P(al. 131. 1, 2.and ſo are ſober. And though proud, 
aſpiring, high coneeited thoughts of themſelves, and their parts, 
gifes,artainments, abilities, doings and worthineſs may be darred 
into them bySaran, or ſpring up in them from their own corrup= 
tion ; yet through their cleaving ro this grace of God in Chriſt 
they are helped ro repel them, or humble themſelves before Gol 
for them, on diſcovery ofthem, Mat. 18. 1,2,3. 2 Chro7. 32. 25,26. 
Coll. 3.12, Ef, 4.2, F 2 5. Yea, 
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5. Yea, and in conflidecing the ſame things of their unwor- 
thinels, and their being all chat rhey are by rhe grace of God, c. 
they are allo moderared and made ſober in their delires of, pur- 
ſuirs after, and uſe and enjuyment of rhe rhings of this life, noc 
judging themſelves worthy of great rags by way of riches, ho- 
nours, apparels, buijdings, cc, yea in the belicf ofthe only ful- 
nels in Chrilt, feeing the vaniry of this world, and their portion 
being in Chriſt, and laid up wich him in heaven ; and thar their 
life is In him, and in what they have there, they are not rrauſpor- 
red with their enjoyments of any great or goud things of chis life; 
nor give up themſelves ro pride or vaunt themlelves of and in 
:hem, or fill chemſelves to exceſs wich rhem : but are ſober in all 
rhings; foas repelling by the grace of God the contrary motious 
and rings of corruprions : or repenting and humoling them- 
ſelves for them, ifat any time overtaken with them, Heb, 11. 
13, 14,15, 16. | 

6. Inthe view of the ſame grace in Chriſt, and the righteouſ- 
neſs of God cowards us in and through Chriſt, and his love of 
righteouſneſs reſtifyed in all he hath done in Chriſt for us, and 
his hatred ofunrighteouſneſs there alſo manifeſted, they are led 
and framed roa righteous demeanor toward others ; ſoas behold- 
ingall chings ordered of God in Chriſt, whoſe wiſdom , good- 
neſs, aud holineſs is ſo brightly diſplayed iu the Goſpel ; they 
are led to ſubmit to his ordevs, and ſo tothoſe he ſets over them 
for his ſake, as Kings, Magiſtrates, Rulers, Governours , Fa- 
thers, Mothers, Maſters, ©. or inany place of ſuperiority, not 
withholding from them chat honour, ſubjetion, duty, luvc, and 
obedience he requires of them roward them ; whether they be 
good or froward z knowing and minding that they be wel! and 
wiſely, and holily ordered of God over them, and for good by 
way of protetion, maintenance , encouragement ; er tryal or 
exerciſe of their faich and -obediencero God. As alſo, bebolding 
thoſe that are their inferiors,, and any way commitrred co their 
care, ortobe walked before, as ſuch as areto be helped in the 
way to life, totake ſuch care of them, and wat forth and exer- 
ciſe ſuch righteouſneſs roward them as becomes our places and 
ſtations, and ſo to wrong or injury none in word or deed, as to 
their honour, life, chaſticy and purity,eftare,name, or otherwiſe; 
loving to all, eſpecially their Brechrea in Chriit ; content with 
theic own portion, knowing tharcheir;porciou in Chiiſt aud God 
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is exceeding good, and that in walking with and depending on 


| him, hewill in all chings do what is belt for them, by the help of 


Gods grace, repelling all comrary motions and temptations, 

7. Yea,the view of his love and grace towards them and all men, 
principles and inftruts them to be loving and charicable to all 
men : and {o righteous in giving forth or miniftring to them of 
thoſe things, ſpiritual or temporal, that are depolired or berruſt- 
ed with them, for them and their good, according to their needs 
and wants, and their own furnitures and capacities for extend- 
ing relief and help rochem, by inſtruRion, counſels, comfort, 
outward lupplies, ia giving to relieve their poverty, exerciling 
their $kill for healing and helpfulneſs in (icknefles, ores, &c. and 
ſome obſerve that the word righteox/neſs is put ſometimes for 
alms or charicy, as i»P/al. x12. 9. with 2 Cor. 9. 9. Sotherigh- 
reois man is ſortetime deſcribed ro be a merciful man, aud che 
merciful man joyned with the mention of the righteous or up- 
right, as P/al. 37. 26. Therighteow ever merciful and lendeth , 
his feed xs inthe blefſing, and in1/a. 57. 1. The righteous perifhetb 
and no man layes it t0 beart, an4mercifa! men (or men of kindneſs) 
aretaken away, noxe conſidering that they are taken from the eml, And 
indeed, ic is but right and juſt, thatas we have all our life and 
hope of happineſs in and from the mercy of the Lord to us, ſo we 
again ſhould pur on the bowels of mercies and kindneſs , and be 
full rhereof ro others; and that as God doth in and by Chriſt give 
us talents of outward or inward blefliings for the good of others ; 
fo that we ſhould not withhold good from the awners thereof, or 
thoſe for whoſe good we are berrufted with ir, Prov. 3. 28, 29. 
Lac. 6.36.and 16.09.11, 13. Col. 3, 12. Epb. 5.1, 2. 

8.In a word,this graceof God in Chriſt believed and lived upon 
leads and inftruts the ſoul ; and the righteous and upright are 
anſwerably, in their being led by it, framed and helped: to ac- 
knowledge God in and through -Jefus Chriſt in all things, 
lo as in all their ſtraights , needs, and affiictions ro- have 
rodo with hem, hoping m his mercy, and believing his promi- 
ſes, ro make their requeſts and addrefles ro him in Chriſt Jeſus 
for ſuch ſupplies of grace and mercy, for help in the things of 
this life, or for help againſt the enemies of their ſouls, 
as to things pertaining tothe life ro-come , or for ſupplying with 
vrhar is requilite ro promore their faich in: Chriſt or ſervice of 


God, as allvinſuch irairs and tryals, eying them as —_—_—_ * 
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God in wiſdom , faithfulneſs and righteouſneſs , to ſubmirts him 
therein; and juſtifie or glorifie him in chem : in all ſervices and _ 
ſufferings ro lean upon him and truft in kim and his ſtrength and 
rtghteoutneſs:and in all benefirs and mercies received,whether for 
this life or that tocome, to give thanks ro him by Jeſas Chriſt, 
veilding up themſelves more readily , chearfully and perfeRly ro 
be his, and ro ſerve and glorifie him in word and converſation, 
!oinall chings exercifing themſelves ro Gudlineſs , in the hope of 
erernal life, which God whocannor lie, promiſed from before the 
ancient times , and the promiſe whereof he hath confirmed both 
by his Oath and by the blood of his only begotten Son, through 
whom,and whoſe mediation he may , and is led to, look for it 
and confidently expettir at his bleſſed appearing ,T:t. 2. 12, 13. 
x Pet. 1.13, 17. Eph. 5, 20. Coll. g. 17, Phikp, 4.5, 6,7. Hib.13. 
15. Prov. 3. 4,5, 6. Tit. 1.2. Heb, 6.13, 17,18. and 9, 15, Phil. 
3. 20. 21. - | 

9. And laftly upon fight of ſhortneſs in theſe things , or any of 
them , orany other matter that the grace of God inſtructs and 
leads ro , ro groan under it, and ſeek co God through Chriſt 
for his further increaſe of grace in ir, and conformity ro God and 
his will thereby , and in fight of aberrarions and ſwarvings from 
the ways of God and his grace , to ſeek diligently for pardon 
and healing in the blood of Jeſus : and thar the hearr and foul 
may berurned in to Gods teſtimonies; wairing upon God in his 
word and ordinances ; and ſo cleanſing the hearc and waſhing the 
hands in innocency , not approving themſelves in any wickedneſs 
and way of iniquity , Prov. 28. 13. 1. Fob. 1.7, $,9.and 2,1,2. 
P/al. 119.59, 60. and 73. 13. 2Cor.7.1. And they thar (6 
believe in Chriſt and walk after rhe Spirit of God,are indeed up- 
right men and righteous ones , and ſuch as Ba{zzms wiſhr he might 
be like in his Death and latter end. 

2. Whatis meant bytbeDeath of the Righteous bere. 

I. There is a Dearh of the righreovs, thar is ſo properly their 
Dearh,as ir is not common to any elſe with them , and its a Death 
properly of their foul roo , and poſhbly Balazm might mean 
here of that : though ifhe did , he rook nor the courſe to obrain 
tt ; but only reſted in the defire, and wiſh of ir, and that is a Death 
unto fin,and felf,and' world, through the knowledge of God and 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift , of which the Apoftle ſpeakes in 2. Pez. 2. 
24. Memtoning it as - 

| I, 
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1. A Death unto ſix , as we tranUate pr read ir, Chriſt himſelf 
bare our fins in his own body on the tree:that we being dead ro fin 
may live to cighreouſneſs. Wicked men are dead in fin , andthe Epb. 2 1,5. 
righteous die to ſin, Thence in Rom. 6. 2. How ſhall wee that are 
dead to fin live any longer therein ? And, reckon your ſelves dead in- » 
deed wnto fin but alive unto God through Feſus Chrift our Lord , ver. ' 
11. And this is etfe&ted by the diſcovenes of the grace of God in wed 
Chrift rowards the ſoul , and the abundance of the grace broughr 
unto it in him , cauling the ſoul foro love God and like the injoy- 
ment of his love and favour (and fo the ways leading ro it and in 
which it is to be perfefted and maintained) as therefore to aban- 
don and hare every falſe way , every way of iniquity and fin , ei- 
ther as to judgment or converſation,as ia Pſal. 119. 104. and 97. 
IO, 11. ſo as to beas dead to the allurements and inticements 
thereof, and lively, avt and ready to the Lord and his ſervice, 
and ſo to every good way and work for his ſake. 

2. ADeath roſelf, as ceaſing , through the ſame grace diſcer- 

ned, to have , or look ro have, irs rejoycing fronrics ſelf ; irs 
hope , confidence, or ſpiritual life in and from its own fleſbly 
excellencies or priviledges , thatdſometime in the ftate of ignorance 
of Chrift it hath , finding the life of its owne hand , as is-faid Iſa. 57. 
10, This is chat the Apoſtle ſairh,Gal. 2. 29. 20. I through the Law 
am dead to the Law that Tmight live to God, Iam crucifyed with Chrift, 
yer Tlive, yet not T but Chrift that liveth in me, &c. And Philip. 3. 3. 
We rejayce in Ch1t,i Teſumand bave no confidence inthe fleſh, When 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus , the ſoul 
parts with, and yeilds up that confidence and rejoycing ir had in 
its owne works , frames , righteouſneſs after the Law, cr in any 
thing of the fleſh, as ſeeing an emprineſs and inſufficiency there- 
m , and lives upor; Chriſt and rhe fuloeſs in him. Aud herein is a 
Death co the Law alſo. . 

3. ADeath rothe world , when through the perception of the 
ſame =_ and hope of glory , and reception of the ſame it is ta- 
ken off from having irs glorying or rejcycing in the Worlds in- 
joyments , love , favour, fellowſhip , friendſhip , riches, honours, 
approbarion , principles and rudiments; a<alfo from all indea- 
vours With purpoſe of heart thereafter , contenting ir- ſelf wich 
the approbation , love , aud fellowſhip of God in Chriſt , and 
with his care , provition and protectton , being as a ciniied 
thing or perſon t6 the world through the eros, Gal, 6. 14. 1 Cor. 15. 


31. And: 


" 


Jaw 7» 
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3:1. And this Death in each of theſe branches is a defireable 
Death,though nat to the fleſh and carnal miinde, yer to the illumi- 
nared underſtanding , as Balaams was , or might be at this time 
;7- +.um oft when he ſaw the vitans of the Almighty and had kis eyes open; 
"ud Ew:114 for this Death leads ro a Divine and heavenly life ro and in God 
*2d=-75="- 1 Chriſt , and in thefaich ofhis grace and love ; whence alſo 
a che ſtable peace, (afety and ſatisfaftion of the ſoul ſprings up, 
it i5 kepcin perfe& peace , ſtayd upon the Lord , delighted mn 
75 :04-.:n4t and farisfied with him , for the great diſturbances and dangers 
dy 5 to 1:14. '7 of che ſoul are from its love of and living to tin; irs love of and 
9,5 livingia , ordefiring to have irs life and peace and comfort in its 
ſelf , and in rhe injoyments of the world, for all theſe things being 
either full of murabilicy and vanity in themſelves , as thelife of a 
mans own hauds , or his fleſbly ſelf-righteouſneſs and the things 
of the world : or elte being dire&ly oppoſed by the law of God 
and the diſcoveries of wrath and curſe tiereagainſt as in all ways 
of tin , tke ſoule can there have no fetledneſs or peace. But now 
being dead in-irs affetions ro and dependences on ſuch rhings 
and having the hearr fer upon and confiding in Chriſt , and G 
m Chriſt , itis eftabliſhed ang,fixed ſo as not to be moved , and 
lives becauſe Chriſt lives , Joh. TF. 20. Who cannot ceaſe tolive, and 
who lives to obtain life for and maintaine life in the foul , Pſal. 112. 
6, 7,8. And this living in and rothe Lord, Here leads afſuredly 
ro the injoyment of eternal life for ever , a moſt bleſſed and defi- 
rable ſtare , but yer . 
The D:ab of 2. Thou brhis would Rtand well enough with the words, and 
the 1 g65e:85 poffibly might be in Balaams ſenſe , yer irs moſt uſually otherwiſe 
— = ;"., underſtood , and there is more certainty, or probability atleaſt, 
{er then the; of thar be rarher defired to die as the righteous in refpe of his de+ 
i be «nrich:e- parting hence by bodily Death, and ſo we carryed itall along in 
04s, the former propoſition , and cannot exclude, bnc muſt include ir 
here , as being that which , wichout peradventure , Bal/aam and 
many a wicked man hath deſtred and yer-do: nor may the Hebrew 
word that ſignifies my ſoul (let my ſoxt die the Death of the rigbte= 
2x7 , ) inforce us to underſtand it inthe former ſenſe, at leaft not 
in thar only , for both the word (Sou!) is diverſly uſed in the 
Scripture , and oftentimes is put for the perſon indued with a 
foul, as when irs ſaid Gen. 2. 7, man became a living ſoul , its all 
one as a living man or perſon. And ſoits evidently meant , when 
its ſaid : Se many ſou!s came cut of the loints of Faceb , as in Gen, 46. 
15,18. 
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e5, 18, 22, and 12.5. Exod. r.5.and 12, 4. and many other - 
places, yea ſomerimes irs uſed to ſignify the body,as adead foule, 
according to the «Hebrew reading is uſed to ſignify a dead bo- 
dy , in Levit, 19.28. Nxmb.5.2, and fo itsrightly enough read 
here. Let me die, &c, But then 


3. Wherein is the death of the righteous in this ſenſe Deſirable that ygy,1,;n _ 


an) wicked man ſhould defire to dieit? Surely 


of the ſeparation of faule and body , and whar is ſuſtained by them *4. 
therein , for the Scriptures imply that the Death of the wicked is 
more delirable in thar reſpeCt then the Death of the righteous. 
And therefore we find a good man envious at the wicked upon 
that account , becauſe they bave no bends in their Death, nor are in 
Plagues as other men , Pſal, 73. $, 4. And atthe beſt all things hap- 
pen alike to all, Eccleſ, 9, 12. ſo that ir befalleth to them rhat 
teare God , as to them that feare him not , ſometimes God gives 
them that feare him a quier,peaceable and eaſie death,as he did ro 
Abrabam , Iſaac , Facob , Foſepb , Miſes,and many others. And fo 
ic ofcen befals evil men roo, and ſomerimes the one and the other 
die with much pain and bitrerneſs , but more often the Death of 
the righteous is in this reſpe& leſs defirable and chufable then 
other men , becauſe God judging them here for their fins , that 
they may nor periſh hereafcer with che world, Either : 
1. Lays his hand often more heavily upon them here , filling 
them with paines, aches , yea the multitude of their bones with ſtrong 
paines, Fob, 33. 16, 17, 18. as Lazarus, Luck, 16,21, 22, Yea 
ſometimes wich peſtilence , famine, and the like, as many of thoſe 
rhac fell in the wilderneſs, or rather thoſe in the ſeige of Feruſa- 


.{em,in which there were ſome righteous judged with the wicked, 


as is implyed , Ezek, 21.:3,4. Yea ſome Interpreters think 
thoſe mentioned as fallez ſleepin 1 Cor, 11, 29, 30. dyed of the 
peſtilence, ; 

2. Bur more eſpecially he often gives them into rke hand of 
ſinners ro whip , and ſcourge them by bodily and bloody perſecu- 
tions , ſoas they dy greivous deaths in the fight of men , being pur 
co ſorrow , ſhame, reproach and manifold abuſes : as may be 
ſeen in the Lord himſelf, who was raken with the wicked hands 
of the Jewes , crucitied and flain , after many ſcornes and ſcowr- 
ges , and abuſive carriages towards him, ſoas with reproach ro 
break his heart , P/al, 69, 20, beſides - hiding of Gods face = 

im, 


better , nege- 
1. Not as tothe outfide , the ſenſible part of it , as to the way Lively on/we- 


«$154! ;vely, 
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Him , an muy bicter agontes in his ſoule for our lins ſake , m 
which God ſomerimes tor cryal and exerciſe of his ſervants taith 
and patience, and for correction for their tins,mav conform ſome 
of his ſervants to him ; as alla is ſeen in whar befel diverſe of the 
Saints of God putto cruel ſufferings by blood-thirſty men , as 
both the Hiſtories of rhe Scriprtares and of the primitive times of 
the Churches after the Apoſtles reſtify: To this ptrpoſe is what we 
read , Heb. 11.535, 36, 37. Others were tortured not accepting 
deliverance ; others had tryals of cruel mockings and ſcourgings, 
yea of bonds and impriſanments;(inwhich alſo we find by reading 
that many Martyrs have dyed) they were {laine with the (word, 
they Wandred about in ſheep =$kins and goars-skins, being 
deſtitute , tormented, and afftifted. Many fuch perſons , good 
and upright men both in the primirive and later perſecurions ſuf- 
fered ſuch things , they were ſtoned , they were ſawn aſunder, 
they were tempredz(or as ſome read it,were burnt with hot irons) 
ſome dyed in the waters , ſome in the fire , ſome rofted on grid- 
trons, ſome pulled in pieces, devoured by wild-beaſts , and fit 
Rained any cruelcy the wit or malice of men and Devils conld de- 
viſe,  Damel prophelied alſo, that many ſuch ſhox!d fall (that is die 
or. be ſlain) by the ſword ,' and by flame , ard by captivity , and by 
{pozle , Dan, x3. 33. And lurely theſe are in themſelves no detira- 
ble. ways of dying, nor the thing Baalem wiſhed for or delired. 
Men generally both good and bad,defire rather,ifGod ſce.it good, 
ro die ealter Deaths , and indeed the wicked do ordinarily die as 
the righteous , or better in this reſpet , ſome of them-roo die by 
the ſword, ſome by famine , ſome by flame , ſome by peſtilence, 
ſore by the halter or gibber , &c, and multitudes of rhem of a 
natural and quier Deaih ; evenas alſo many of the righteous do, 
ſo that this could not be rhe meaning of Be/azm, nor doth the pre- 
ciouſneſs of the Death of rhe righteous ſtand therein. Bur - 

2. In that which is Icfs viſible, that that appeares in the fight 
of God, asis faid Pjzl. x16. 15. Precioxs in the fight of the Lard is 
the Death of bis Saints, Pſal. 72: 34. And ſo asto: rhe ſoul m his 
dying or- departiug this life, its leaving the body , and cealing 
therein torelide and live, and give life to ir,and that is it that B=- 
dzzm reſpeted, Not that his body ſimply might die as the righte= 
ous mens bodies, but that his ſoul might die or depart this life or 
body , ſoas therighteaus or upright ones, And thar is defireable 
bothia reſpe& of. 

| 7. The 
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x. The ſtate ofthe ſoul and fo of the perſon in dying or in Death, 

2. The advantages accrewing to them by their Death. 

z. The death of the righteous , or the dying of their ſoul, as it 
&gnifieth ics departing this life or body, is very excellentand pre- 
cious in regard of their ſtate in their death or dying. For 

I. They die inthe Lord , the Lord Jelus Chriſt who is Lord of 
all, Rev. 14.13. Aft. 10, 36. and fothey are ſaid to die , becauſe 

I. Inthe faithofhim, as iris ſaid ofthe Parriaks , ll zbeſe 
dyed inthe faith , Heb. 11. 13.and alſo becauſe 

2, Incloſed in and compatled about , as ir were , with the ver- 
rues of his death , ſacrifice , and mediation , which gives infinice 
ſafety and ſecurity againſt what might harm , and powerful cicle 
to what he hath chereby purchaſed, and obtained. 

3 In his favour alfo , beloved of bim as he was of bis Father, as he 
ſaith himſelfin Fob. 15. 9. And 

4. In him as united with, ſtanding and abiding in-him, as « 
Root inthe ſoyl, Col. 2,6,7. or as @ Branch inthe vine Job. 15, 1, 
24. or as 4 Member in the body , 2 Cor, 12. 27. and ſo interefted in 
the farneſs of rhe foyLor ſtock, the good things that are Chr 5 
and ſoin all the ſafety, bonour and welfare of the Heak And by 
yerrue hereof 

2. Theydie in aſtate of choice and peculiar favour with God 
(Chriſt in whom they are,being his beloved one, owned, accepted 
and juſtified) however otherwiſe accuſed aud condemned here of 
men ; and this is ſignifyed by the white robes to be given them, 
Rev. 6. 11. whether they die a natural death , and quietly in 
their beds, or a violent, ſharp or ſhameful dearh, all is one,dying 
in Chrift they die in Gods love and favour even as he did. Thence 
ic was the great deſire of the Apoſtle Pax/ ro win Chrift and be 
found in him , Philip, 3 8, 9. knowing that otherwiſe ir could 
not be well with him , but in him he ſhould befound of God in 
peace,and without blame before him, 2 Cor.s. 9, 2 Pet. 3. 14, 15. 
Coll, n. 22,23. 

3* They die in Covenant with God , for Chrift is groen for 
Covenant to the people , an everlifting Covenant , ordered in all things 
and ſure , Iſa. 42. 6,7.and 49.8.and 55. 3.2 Sam. 23.5. and ſo 
be is ftill their God even in death, Pſal. 4$. 14. God having inga- 
ged himſelf to Chriſt and to ail in him,to be their God,and ro own 
them for his peculiar ones , and to do good toall in Chriſt accor- 
ding to the greatneſs of his loye and _ for Chrilts ay 4 

2 raat 
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char are Chriſts are Abrahams ſeed, and heirs according to-pro- 
miſe.or to rhe Covenant made with Abraham, rhe ſumme whereof 
was.that hewon'd be his God, andthe God of bis feed after bim , Gal. 
9: 29. Gen; 17. 7. (Covenant and promife lignifying one and the 
fame thing wich the Apoſtle , Gal. 3. 15. 16: 29.) and the being 
Chriſts , ts a conſequent of being in the faith of Chriſt,and of ha- 
ving thereby pur on Chriſt,Yer. 26,27,28, 29,Soas that dying in 
Chriſt orin the faich ofhim, they muſt needs be inthe Covenant 
of God. _. 

4. They die in hope , or have hope in their death,Pror, 14. 32. 
the righteous hach hope in his death by vercue of Chriſt Jeſus, 
who is our hope, the heir of all the promiſes and bleſlings of (od, 
and the Covenant of them to us , dying in him heires of God 
and his promiſes ; there muſt needs be great hope for them , even 
of the injoyment of all che good thatis promiſed, and by Chriſt 
death and mediation aſſured and ſecured , which reſpet the 
ſtate after death, and in the life or world to come; for alſo in Chriſt 

5. They are holy ro God, he being made holineſs to them, 
# Cor, 1. 30. they are Gods portion as well in death as in life: his 
Saints, Pfal, x16, 15. and God isnor aſhamed to be called their 
God, the God of Abraham , Iſaac and Facob in their dying,as well 
as in their living : and therefore from,and in all theſe | 

6. They are bleſſed in their Death. Bleſſed are the dead that 
die in the Lord, Rev, 19, 13, that is.they are happy, they are deli- 
vered from their fins , for bleſſed the men whoſe iniquities are forgi- 
ven , ans whoſe ſas are covered. Bleſſed the man to whore the Lord wil 
xot impnte ſin , Pſal. 32. 1, 2. they have nothing to be charged fur- 
cher upon them , nay all blefling is theirs , a happy and moſt de- 
frreable ſtare. -ih 

2. Exceeding great too are their advantages thereby , as to ſay 

7. Their Goke is fought , their labour and work finiſhed, and 
their race run, they bave now no moreto do that may be looked 
upon , As any condition ro be performed by them , upon which 
the promiſes of God , and their injoyment of happineſs is in any 
wiſe ſuſpended ; while we live here there is yer an [upon us, ſome 
thing to be done by us , upon which our happinek is in a ſort 
ſuſpended,ſo as in failing therein we may pull judgment upon our 
felyes , aSinColl, x. 22, 23. Chrift will preſent you blamele/s, if yozs 
continue in the faithrosted and grounded, and be not moved away from 
the Dope of the Geſpel, Heb, 3, 6, whoſe hou'e we are , if we bold 
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faſt the confidence , andthe rejycing of the bope firm to the end , x Cor. 
9. 24. Sorun that ye may obtain, If we die with him, we ſhall live with 
bim 3 if we (uffer with bim, we ſhall reign with him, 2 Tim.2.21,12: 
Bur now when death comes arid paſſes upon the righteous, they 
may ſay with Chriſt, it # finiſhed , or as 4. 17. 4. Ihavefiniſhed 
the work wevich thou gaveſt me to do ; or as the Apoftle Paul , IT have 
fought the good fight, Thave finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith ; 
henceforth no more work to do, but only to go to God, and the 
Crown is reſerved, and laid up for them, to be given them at the 
day of Chriſt,2 7m. 4.8. their labour is ac an end, their warfare 
accompliſhed, and they getoreſt, And (o 
2. Their ſufferings and ſorrows are at an end too, here they 
have laboured and ſuffered reproach, and many affitions are 
while cbey are here endured by them, through much affliction and 
trilu/ation we muſt enter the Kingdom , ACt. 14. 22. Te (hall weep 
and lament, ſaith our Saviour to his Diſciples, and yeſhal! have tri- 
bulation, Joh. 16.20, 21, 22. 33. This is their ſeed-time when they 
£0 forth weeping, bearing forth their precious ſeed , Plal. 126. 6. now 
they are in heavineſs through manifold remprations if need be, 
x Pet, 1.7. grapling ſometimes wich their own corruptions , 
Wretched man that Tam, who ſhall de'iver me from the body of this 
Death, the Law in their members warring agamit the Law of their 
mind, Rom. 9. 23, 24. they have lifts warring againſt their fouls, 
that they mult abſtain from and ſtrive againſt,z Per.2. 11. Heb.12, 
3, 4, fometimes with Saran winnowing , tempting , buffercing, 
and every way playing their adverſary,z Pez.5 8. Epb.6.12,13,14- 
Luc, 22.31. 2 Cor. 12.7, 8. Sometimes with the world, frowning, 
threatning ,oppofing,perſecuting them in ſundry and divers forts, 
Foh, 15. 16. 19. 1 Fob. 3. 2.2 Tim. 3. 12, 13. Sometimes under 
the righteous and merciful hand of God affliting and rebuking, 
and ſometimes more ſharply ſcourging and filling with bitrerneſs, 
Heb.'12. 6,7. Pro. 3. 11, 12. Fob. 19.21. Mauy arethe affi.ciions 
of the righteous here, Pſal, 34. 19. Butnow in their death all cheſe 
are aran end, they rhen are delivered from the evil,ſo as no more 
ro be under the griefor vexatiopthierecf, 1/a, 57. 1. neicher” evil 
men nor evil ſpirics ſhall anv more aflit or exerciſe them, nor 
will God: hand go any fiirther 1pon them ro aftit rhem : They 
reſt from their labours in both ſenſes, even from their Jabouring 
under pains raking and ſorrows too, 2:4 hear the voice of the Op= 
preſſor no mcre, Job. 3:17, 15, 
3. Theiz- 
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3. Their dangers are nowall paſt, they are paft the danger of 
ſinning, offending,and provoking God to diſpleaſure which they 
are in, fo long 8s rhey live, there is need of watching and pray- 
ing alwayes till that day be come, Lac. 21. 35. but in their yeild- 
ing up their ſpirics ro Ged, they are paſt thoſe ſnares tht before 
they were ataong ; then the Devil hath no more power ro rempr 
them, nor are they any more in danger to be rempred by him or 
overcome ofhim , or of any of the flatteries or threats of the 
world, the perſons or things therein ; their race is run, their goal 
is obtained, no further danger now of fainting, failing or ftart= 
ing aſide, the Devil or world can no more now come at them to 
rouch them, for their ſpirits go ro God, and are in his hand and 
diſpoſe, and their ſtate from henceforth fixed, to as they are in 
no danger of going to hell now, being therefrom exempred and 
atherwiſe diſpoſed of for ever, Luc. 16. 27. And ſurely this is a 
moſt defirable condition to be our of all labour, forrows and dan» 
ger which this world is full of perperually, Yea, 

4- Now they go home to be with Chriſt , in his preſence and 
ſure proteCtion, as at home with him, and in the enjoyment of 
him in their ſpirics, where ir is better ro bethan any where 
here, Philip.1, 23 2 Cor, 5.8. But that leads us to the next 

articular, vis, 


The lattty end 4. The after-ſtate cr latter end of the righteous, what thar is, 
65 ihe :ghteos and what its excellency. The very diſcovery of ir will fhew its 


Bray, 1, 


excellency abundantly; and its conſiderable in three Branches. 
In the ſtate of ſeparation of ſoul and body after Death : and that 


1n the ſeperate x, Inreſpect of their body : indeed as rojirs vitible appearing 


cr deed Fore... 
I. 45 16 body, 


condirion it differs nothing from the ſtare of the body of the 
wicked ; for they both are of the duft , and both go to the duſt ; 
even Chriſt himſelfmade his grave with the wicked, and wirk 
the rich in his death, 7a, 53. 9. yea, many times in thar reſpeR 
the wicked have the advantage ; they get honorable Burials when 
the bodies of the Saints ſometimes getnone ar all, or very mean 
ones. Weread that the wicked rich man whoſe ſoul went to hell, 
yet as to his body, it after death had a burial, Lac. 16. 22, which 
:n many wicked rich men is very honorable; bur as for poor Ls- 
£4274 though after his death carried into Abrabens boſome, yet 
we read of no burial afforded him. Nay, we read of many of the 
Saints, that their dead bodies have been given for mear to the 
Gwls of heaven, and their fleſh ro the beafts of the earth. P/al.79. 
2, 3- Bur 
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2,.5 But yerfor all this,the bodies of the righteous are in a better 
tare after death, than the bodies of the wicked; let the wicked 
do what they can or will to and wich them, for not an heir of their 
beads ſhall periſh, Lac. 21. 18. Yea, their bodies be happy becauſc 
they be their bodies who are in Covenant with God , and in his 
favour in their death, and their death puts not an end to rheir 
being ſv, whence God is called the God of Abraham , the Gol 
of aac, and the God of Faceb, after they were dead and buricd, 
and long before the time of their refurretion, Exod. 3. and thar 
pertains not ro thetr ſpirits only, but to their bodies alſo, for by 
that our Saviour proves the reſurreftion of the dead which 1s 
properly of the body,as the Apoſtle ſhews clearly in x Cor.15.57. 
This corraptible ſpall pat on incorruption, and this mortal ſhall pmt on 
immortality, and be ſhall change owr vile body, that it may be faſhion 
ed tothe likeneſs of his glorious body, Philip. 3. 21. 1 ſay our Saviour 
proves by that his being the God of Abraham, &c, that the dead 
{hall riſe, as implying that he is God of their bodies alſo, Mat.22. 
32, 33. Sorharthe bodtes of the righteous,” even when in the 
grave, are Gods to take care of and in Covenant with him, ro 
bring in his due rtme, as the members of Chriſt ro the enjoyment 
ofhis blefling ; even as the body of our Lord Jeſtts Chrift when 
dead, had the denomination of the Lord, becauſe his body tha: * 
was and is the Lord, and in union wich the Deity , though the:1 
dead, Mat, 28. 6. Come ſee the place ybere the Lord lay 5 Soalfa 
the bodies of the Saints have the denomination of the Salnrs 
whoſe bodies they were and are , and ſc have inrereſt in the Co- 
venant and Chrift, in which and in whom they are, though dead. 
So Daiids body, and Abrahwns, and Taacs, and F.rcoby, are called 
by thew names in the Scriptures. Theſe were the dayes of the years 


ofthe life of Abraham=-=axd he dy:d=-and bis on Iſaac and Ihmael 


bneried bim, that is his body, Gen, 25. 8. the like is ſaid of Szrab, 
Abraham ! ried Sarah bx wife , Gen. 23.19. and ſoirs ſaid of 
I aac, Gen. 35.28. and of Facob, Gen. 59, 1. 13. and this rela- 
rion of rheir bodies, as being their bodies, inticles them in and 
through Chriſt, roall the finure happineſs ofthem. But 


2.1 repeX ofthe ſpiric deparred,their ſtate is exceeding good * 


and deſirable; for 
I» It is and abies in i:5 ſevarared fare in Chrift, and m and 
through him in a fare of blet(s;; for fo it is aid, Bleſſed are the Deal 
that dieinthe Lord, not only bleſſed in their dearh,bur when _ 
A 2, 


Cor,6, 16,17 7 


os] 
« 
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alo, all thoſe things ſaid before oftheir ſtare in death,being and 


continuing to be their portion even to rhe Reſurreion alſo, 
Rev, 14. 13. being clearly and for ever delivered, and at reſt from 
all their labours, griefs, fears, dangers, and in a ftate of quiet re- 
poſe and ſafe reſt: whence ir is ſaid, They reſt from their labeurs and 
their works follow them, and that they muſt reſt for a lictle ſeaſon, 
Rev. 6. 11. end they fhall enter into peace (into a quiet, ſerled,per= 
fe ſtate, o as they may be capable of ir in their ſtate of ſepa» 
ration) they ſhall reſt in their beds, each one walking in his upright= 
neſs, Iſa, 57. 2. being clearly and fully diſcharged of all their fins, 
end arrayed in the perfe& righteouſneſs of Chrift as in white 
robes in the preſence of God all that tune of their reſt , Rev. 6. 
T1,12, 

2. In an impoſlbbility of failing of the reward promiſed to, 
and prepared for them ; there being no paſling now from them 
and their ftare,to a ſtate of miſery, as was noted before; nay,their 
works do follow them , nor only ſhall , they are in poſſeſſion of 
ſome, and chat no inconfiderable fruit and recompence of their 
good works in this ſtate, being ſo ar reſt , and at home, as no 
more any trouble ro paſs upon them , no other Purgatory , no 
not ſo much as for the MalefaQor that died wich Chrift on a Croſs 
for his offences, he was that day to be in a better place : For 

3. The ſpirir of the righreous goeth forthwith upward to God, 
and is diſpoſed by him in a ſtate of welfare expreft by Abraham's 
boſome, as being under the enjoyment of the Covenant, and the 
promiſes made with him, as it is capable in that ſeparated ſtate, 
Lxc. 16.21. and is caidtrobe (as the Malefaftor above-mention- 
ed) in Paradiſe, This day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, Luc. 23. 
43- which {tgnifies a fare or place of exceeding delight or plea- 
ſure, irs Notion in the Greek, being that of a delightful Garden, 
ſuch as God art firſt planted, and put Adam and Evabinto,Gen.2. 
and (o it fignifes , that it is in a ſtate of exceeding pleaſure and 
delight; yea, iris mentioned (I think) as equivolent to the thisd 
heavens, 2 Cor, 12, 2. 4. and why not,ſeeing ir is expreſly ſaid to 
be wich Chrift, [ xc. 23. 43. Philip.1. 23. which is ſaid ro be far 
better than to be here in the fleſh, though in Chrift, and under 
the favour of God herealſo, Again irs ſaid to be,when abſent from 
the body,at home with the Lord, 2 Cor. 5.8 ſoas a child at home 
with his Father, or a Wife with her HusbanJ ; now as the condi- 


tion of the child is more ſafe, comfortable, and defirable when ar 
home 
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home with a loving , tender , vigilant, rich and careful Father, 
than when ics abſenc and abroad from him , though provided for 
by him , and ſupplyed in its wants : and much more the ſtate a 
wife with her husband, loving, tender and every way able to main= 
taine her ; ro be at home with- hima and in his boſome is more 
ſweet and contentful then co be , though the ſame mans wife, ar 
diftance from him , ina travel or pilgrimage ; yea though there- 
in cared for roo, and provided for by him : ſoalfo is the ſtate of 
the ſoul or Spiric returned to God and at home with Chrift : A 
blefſed Rare, and fo irs ſaid , They are comforted , Lxc. 16, 25, ſuch 
the happy ſtate of the ſoul then, Yea its happineſF herein is more 
then we can in mortal bodies comprehend , for when this earthy 
houſe of this Tabernacle is difſolved,it hath then ,'and is in poſſeſ= 
ton ofa houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, fo 
the Apoſile implies when he ſaith , ut weſhall have , but we bave 
an boxjent mace with bauds , &c.2 Cor. 5, 1. And yet this is not 
all the atcer-ſtate delirable , ics yet incompleat while thus : and 
in a ſtate of delice , and parienc waiting flill, in reſpect of its 
having the fellowſhip of irs body in irs happineſs, and full victory 
over, andrevenge of all enemies , and*fruition of the Kingdom 
promiſed , as is implyed in that cry under_the Alrar , and the 
anſwer toit, Rev. 6.10, 11, T here 1s therefore beſides all thisa 
furcher ſtare. . SE 
2. The after-ſlate in reſpet of the Reunion of foul and body,or 2. Branch. 
Reſurrection from the dead , for they ſhall be raiſed againe , and 7n the feſurre 
ſo ſhall the unjuſt and wicked as we ſee before,Chriſt having dyed 
and given himſelt a ranſome for all, and thereby aboliſhed the 
death., that upon our firſt Fathers rranſgreſſion came upon all, fo 
as to have obtained the keyes of hell and death into his hand , for 
the rauing upall (from death and grave; and our of the hell in 
which they are detained till che time of che Reſurre&ion, and 
their appearing before hin) ro be finally judged by him : bur yet 
the righteous ſhall differ from others in the Reſurretion as well as 
in the glory that ſhall follow , for they , the righteous ſhall be more 
excellent than their neighbour then more apoarently , Prov. 12,26, 
For 
x. They, the righteous , the ve rin Chrift ſhall be fift raiſed, 
x Thef]. 4.. 16. they ſhall have the praheminence therein as tothe 
order and time of their being raiſed ; for Chrift who is rifen 
already before his members and people , and is become the firit 
H fruits 
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fruits of chem that ſleep is the firſt therein , then afterward they 
that are Chriſts ar his coming, that is , they that ace his in a pecu=- 
i n*;e din liar ſenſe, his people , flock , members, his in union wich him, 
«eps pojits, they ſhall riſe firſt, at his coming ; and then afterwards ſhall che 
end come , when he ſhall have delivered up the Kingdom ro God 
even his Facher , 1 Cor. 15. 23, 24. for he ſhall reign (namely ar 
his coming, 2 Tim. 4. T.) till he have pur down all authoricy and 
power , even the laſt enemy roo, which is Death : bur the righte- 
ous ſhall be raiſed up to the injoymentofthe Kingdom and reign=- 
ing with him in his manhood and Mediatorian capacity before 
he deliver ir up ; for they Jive and reign with Chrift a thouſand 
yeares , faith Rev, 20, 4. 6. and thar before the reſt of the dead be 
raiſed Ver. 5. which (namely the raiſing ofthe reſt) will be at the 
end, when the thouſand yearesare ended , when (or ſomewhat 
before) he ſhall deliver up the Kingdom , for he muſt reign till 
ke have put down all authoricy and power , thelaft enemy that 
ſhall be deitroyed is Death , which he ſhall deſtroy in the raifing 
up all the dead ; even thoſe not raiſed till the thouſand yeares be 
ended; and in his caſting, death and hell into the lake that burnes 
with fire and brimſtone in the great and laſt Judgment, as in Rev, 
20. 11, 14. forgood and bad, firſt and laſt ſhall be raiſed and judged 
by bim , Feb. 5.28, 29. butthe good, the dead in Chrift , (hall 
be raiſed firſt , and then in the ſame moment in the rwinkling of 
aneye theliving wo believersſhall be ſuddenly changed,and 
all ofthem , both the raiſed , and the changed , ſhall be caught vp 
tomeerthe L rdintheayr, 1 Thef|. 4. 16. 
- 2. They, the rrghteous in the Refurrefion , alſo ſhall have a 
(a)Irgent; An-glorious and ;}. ful manner of rifing , (a) both as it fhall be ac- 
gc/or«m j1biio companied w;'14 mighty ſhout : probably (and as fome think) of 
& acclame- the Angels gr: atly rejoycing : or alſo ofthe Spirics of the juſt co- 
"or, Aer, ins withCl-ift as triumphing that thartimes come,or of Chriſt 
(b)Ver Dom! by the voice of the Archangel and trump of God, (5) exhortirg 
»i hortanti; we che dead Saints,awaking to make hafie ro meer him; and by rhar 
exp-7re5 pre» Voice Jnabling an1 exciting them therero : as when raiſing Laza» 
percnt Ea inyws he ſaid Lazarus come forth , Fob. 11. 43. and gs coming down 
3 Thcl. 4.1539 their fpiric with Chriſt (thole thar fleep in Jeſus ſhall Chrift 
bring wich himy x Theſ. 4. 14. 4nd , th: Lord my Grd ſhall come, 
and all the Saints withibee , Zech,1..5.) and ſo ona ſudden enli- 
vering their bodies , when ina wonderfu}, jovful , and gtortous 
ſtare being caught up ro meer the Lord, rhey (hall come down » 
the 
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the earth rogether, and be ever with him , as noted before, 1 The/. 
4+ 16, 

3. They, therighteous ſhall be raiſed up as in Chriſt, as mem- 
bers of Chriſt in union with him , and fo by the Spirit of God 
and Chrift,as the Spirit that now dwellech in them, as Rom. $. 11. 
I the Spirit of bim that raiſed up Feſws from the dead dwell in you , he 
that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead , ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodyes 
by the Spirit which dwelleth in yow, And therefore alſo 

4. Toa more excellent ſtate , even fellowſhip wich Chrilt 
theic Head, Lord and Husband, briefly called the ReſurreGion of life, 
Jus: 29. which leads us to the third 


cir afcer-ftate when raiſed , and that ſhall be exceeding 3. Branch. 
excellent , and moſt defireable both inreſpe& of the body, and of 7% raiſed fate 


the ſoul or ſpirir, and fo of the whole perſon, yea their whole 
company , ſociety, or fellowſhip. 


I. In reſpe& of their body raiſed : 7; ſha!l be in a very bappy and 11eſ et of 
glorious Rate , faſhioned (faich the Apolle, Philip, 3. 21.) tothe like- the b:dy 


weſs of Chrijts glorions body , whoſe body was ſo glorious in its ap- 
pearing to Paul (for he was laſt of all ſeen of him in his raiſed 
ſtate after-he was aſcended and glorifyed 1 Cor. 9. 1.and 15.8.) 
that he tells us the —_— that ſhone about him:from him was brigh» 
ter than the Sun inbrightneſs, above: the Sun though at midday , 
A. 26.13. freed from all its former bondage to corruption,cither 
of lin or mortallicy , yea from all its former infirmiry in the living 
ſtate of it in the fleſh , and much more fromall che pmrefation 
and rortenneſs that it lay under in its dead ftate in the grave or 
duſt. A!l choſerhings fhall be rorally ſbaken off from ir , and: the 
contrary moſt heavenly and glorious properties and endowments 
ſhall then cleth ir , ir ſhall nor be fleſh and bloed as now it is , for 
fleſh and blood , a natural body ſhall nor, nor can inheric the 
Kingdom of God, though ir be the ſame body that is now fleſk 
and blood , asto its effence or ſubſtance, yer it ſhall not be then 
fleth and blood as now , a body ſonouriſhed and kepr up by the 
continual ſupply or mainrenance of its blood , in which is now its 
life : Neither ſhall corruption , rhat now is inſeparable from its 
natural ftate, inherit incorruprion', 1 Cor. 15. 50. but though 
ſown In corruption, it ſhall be raiſed in incorruption;though ſown 
in diftonour,ir ſhall be raiſed in glory ; though ſown in weakneF, 
it ſhall be raiſed in power; though ſown a natural body,ir ſhall be 
raiſed a ſpiricual body ; ſich as in which we ſhall bear rhe _—_ 
H 3 'O 


In reſreF of 
their Spirits 


In reſpeT of 
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ef the heavenly ; even as now while natural we bear in ir the 
image of the earthy Adm, 1 Cor, 15. 42,43, 44. 45. an excee- 
ding happy ftate of the body polleſled of incorruption and im=- 
morcallicy, ſoas to be incapable of corrupring , putrit. ing,or de- 
caying any more, or of dving or turning again rod; , or of any 
thing trending thereto, Ver. 53,54, Yea onthe contrary,cluthed 
with unchangeable and moſt excellent beaury and glory. 

2. The Spirit or ſoul allo rlien ſhall be pofleſt of this g'orious 
body,aund have ira companion in all its glory , and an inſtrument 
or organ of all irs ſpiritual and heavenly ſervice of God and the 
Lamb in the Kingdom : (for hi ſervants hall ſerve him , Rev. 2ga3.) 
as here ir was a companion in irs ſufferings and Iabours in thts 
moral ſtate of corruption ; and it ſhall alfo be perfe& in irs ſpiri- 
eual capacities , its knowledge, and perception of things, and its 
injoyment and love of God and Chriſt, and one another therein, 
as the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. 13. 10, 12, when that which is perfebt is 
come , that which 3s in p.rt ſhall be done away; now we (ce darkly as 
through a gla's but then face to face ; now know I in part, [ut ten ſhall 
T knew even as alſo I am kn:wn; and then that ſhall be perſe&ly ful- 
flled:, rhatthey. ſball no more need co propheſie and to ſay ene 
to another , as reaching one another , kzow the Lord , for they ſhall 
ell know (that is diſcern, acknowledge, like,worſhip) me from: the 
teaſt of them to the greateſt of them , Heb. 8.11. And fo 

3. In their whole perſon , they ſhall be made compleat and 


the whole man» yerfet , perfetly conformed to the Lord Jeſus : it doth nor yet 


appeare whar we ſhall be (that exceeds all char we 'can know 
and underſtand now fully and diſtinctly ;yearheApoſtles in mortal 
bodies,though exceedingly gifted and hiled with the Spirit, knew 
ic not (which is an intimate commendation and magnifying the 
glory and hapriineis of that ftare)bur we know that when he ax = 
peares, we [hall belike him, for we ſhall ſeehim as he ise he ſaich 
no only .. we ſhall be like the Angels of God , though thar our 

*Savior tells us we ſhall be equal unco.them (the children cf God, 
and children of the Refurreftion) fo as neither roneed marrying 
nor giving in marriage ; nor in a capacity to die or to have foul 
and body ſeparated any mcre.as now they are by death , and ſoin 
a ſtare as far above the nece{iities and retreſhmenrs ofthis life , as 
the Angels of God , Lz:. 20. 35, 35. but thats not all, bur we 

{hall be like him , even like ro Chritt , and fo both in the reſur- 

rection put into an immediate capacity uf the heavenly and erer- 

tial 
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x fob. 3. 2 ; 


4. As to the whole Body and Society of the Church of God inveſect -f 


and members of Chriſt , in that raiſed and changed ſtate, rhey _ 
» Js 


ſhall be 

1. Perfetly united , being freed from all fin , ignorance and 
enmity in every individual ; and ſo ofall that might rend to diſ- 
unice,and divide the hearts and affeCions of one from another any 
more ; as now we are t00 Apt to be diſunited , no more envyings 
and ſwellings ; no more grudgings and prejudices one againſt 
another then, no more judgings and deſpiſings of one another: 
The enry of Ephraim ſhallceaſe,axd the adverſaries of Judah ſ14ll be 
cut off : Ephraim ſpall not envy Judah , and Judah ſhall xot oppreſs 
Ephraim any more, Iſa. 11. 13. 

2. They ſhall beever with Chriſt thei Head, x The. 4.16. being 
a] | caught up into the ayr to meet the Lord we ſhall be ever 
with the Lord,and ſo in and with him as a city compacted and ar 
unity in it ſelf, the bolycity , the new Jeruſalem,and forepreſented 
in Rev, 21, 2, 10. With P/al. 122.3. no rent or breach there- 
in, nocord to be loofed , oc ſtake to be pulled up or taken down 
for ever , Ts. 33. 20, and the portion of them all rogether in and 
from Chriſts preſence with them , exceeding happy ; for there he 
the glorious Lord will be to tkem a place of broad rivers and 
ſtreames , whereifi ſhall go no Gally with oares, nor ſhall gallane 
ſhip paſs thereby , for the Lord is their Judge , the Lord (hall be 
their Law-giver, the Lord is their King and he will fave them, /-. 
33.22. Thencealſo 

3- They ſhall be for ever quiet and free from all external mo- 
leftation from men or devils , or from any hand or ſtroke of God 
upon or againſt them ; vr all their enemies ſha!l be cut off and con» 
jumed , all that watch for iniquity, &c. Iſa, 29. 20. and they ſhall 
dwell ſafely then ; when Gods everlaſting armes ſhall have raiſed 
them up from under all advecficies or ſutferings, and thruſt our 
the enemy.and {:a!l fay,Deſtroy , Der. 33.27, 28. then there {hall 
nope hurt or deſtroy in all Gods holy Mountain , or glorious 
triumphant Church , for the devil and his inſtruments ſtall have 
no more anv power,or be in any capacity for ever ro mole{} them, 
he and they being ſhut up inthe priſon and in the lake that burns 
with fire and brimſtone , which is the ſecond death , {{a. r1. 9. 


Rev. 19.20, 21, and 20. 2, 14. there {hall be no more any Conaae 
W's 


who: 
7.Þ, 
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nije tovex ,"opprefs, or occaſion diſturbance to them in the lealt: 
none to be as a pricking bryer or grieving thorn unto them, none 
of them that deſpiſed them , Zec5. 14. 21, Nab. 1.15, Ezck, 28. 
24. Forthey ſhall be above the reach of the malice of either men 
or devils, and rhere ſhall be no more curſe there, no blaſt or withe- 
ring word or work from God any more upon any of them ; bur 
ſalvacion ſhall be their everlaſting walls and bulwarks; and the 
days of their mourning ſhall be for ever ended, Rev, 22. 3. 14.26. 
1. and 60. 20. Rev, 21.3, 4, 5. 

4+ . They ſhall be in the preſence of God , andia the full injoy= 
ment of his love and favour for ever ; ſoas he ſhall be with chem 
his Tabernacle among them , they {hall be his people, and God 
himſelf with them their God , and they ſhall ſee higface , and be= 
hold always and uninterruptedly the light of his countenance, 
without any ecclipſe or withdrawing of ic from them, for there 
ſhall be no night there,nor going down of their ſun for ever, Rev, 
21.3, 4. and 22. 3, 4. 1, 69. 20. 

5. Thence they ſhall have fulnefs of joy and ſatisfaQtion inthe 
preſence of God and of the Lamb, which is compared to a pure 
river of water of life, cleare as chryftal , proceeding from the 
Throne of God and of the Lamb , which ſhall be then gloriouſly 
among them; In which fulneſs of joy ſhall be no mixture or abate» 
ment at any time , but they all hall have everlaſting joy on 
their head (everlaſting joy in reſpe& of Chriſt , their Head , 
among them ; asalſo through the perfe& knowledge of God fil- 
ling their minds ahd underftandings) they fhall obtain joy and 
gladneſs, and ſorrow and ſighin thatl flee away , Rev. 21, 4. and 
22,1.P/M. 16.11. I/2.51, 11. they fhall enter into, and be fil- 
= with their Maſters joy , Math. 25.21, 23. And that becauſe 
alſo 

6. The glory of the Lord ſhall be upon them , making them 
unſpeakably glorious , in each and all of them , which they ſhall 
appear in and poſſeſs; with him , even the glory of the Lord Je- 
ſis, which who can underſtand, comprehend,or expreſs ! 1a. 60. 
2, Rev. 21. 11. Coll. g. 3, 4. 2 Theſſ. 2. 14. Yea 

7. They ſhall raign with him in his glory , as Kings and 
Prieſts alſo ro God and Chriſt , having his name openly in their 
forehead , even his authority , power and unſpeakable excellen- 
cies gloriouſly inftampr ypon them , and all things and perſons 
befide ſhall be under and in ſubje&ion to them : for they ſhall 

judge 
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judge the world; yea the Angels too , fitting upon thrones with 

haſt , yea upon the throne of Chriſt , as ke is ſer down with his 
Father in his throne,having overcome , Rev. 2, 26, 27. arid 3. 21. 
with, 22.5, Lxc.12.32. and 22.28, 29. Rev, 20. 6, and 5.10. 
and 1.6, 1 Cor, 6. 3,4. Rom. 8. 17.2 Tim, 2.11,12, Yeaand 

8. All this in the new Heavens and new Earth,in which dwells 
righreouſneſs ; which he will create and make for them when 
theſe ſhall be paſt away at his coming , and be deſtroyed (ar leaſt 
then as tothe preſent ſtate and frame of them, and of Church and 
State in, and under them,) Dar. 7.27. Rev,21.1, 2. 2 Pet. 3. 
10, 11,13, 14. Which new heavens and new earth ſhall abide be- 
fore him for ever , and they therein injoying the righteouſneſs of 
God in the full accompliſhment of all his glorious and gracious 
promiſes for ever , Tſa, 66. 22. Yeaand 

9. When he ſhall have delivered up the Kingdom'to God his 
Father , as Man or Mediator , then God fhall be all inall after an 
inconceivable manner , x Cor. 15, 28. then ſhall we know as we are o_ 
known, and ſee him as be is, 1 Cor. 13.12. 1 Fob, 3.2. and have that -_ pm 2 
bleſſed viſion of God which hall be moſt fully and perfeAly fatis- ,, ;.. mor 
fying ; for then (as Sr. Auffin alſo writes) God ſhall be ſo RR erit Drus no- 
and manifeſt as co be ſeen in ſpirit of every one in every one of tus & conſpr- 
us © ſeen of one in another, ſeen in himſelf ; ſeen in the new 4» &c. 
heavens , andinthe new earth, and inevery creature that then RES 
ſhall be : Seen in every body,even by or through the bodyes whi- mg pg ſine 
ther ſoever the eyes of the ſpiritual body ſhall direR rheir ſight, yea 51e', amavitur 
the chuughts of one ſhall be open and manifeſt co another, ©c.and ſe feſtidio, 
God ſhall be the God of his people fully and moſt immediately, /#d#b.c4r /ne 
even all their ſarisfation : all things that may holily be defired, = wt tþ 
their life , health , food, riches, glory,peace, honor , andall good ,;1,y mys. ui 
things. He ſhall be the end of their deſires, who ſhall be endleſly debimus os = 
ſeen , loved without any thing of loathing, and praiſed without emeb2w, 
their being weary wich praifing him. When they reſt in him as 191% 
fully known and injoyed , reſt in him and behold him , behold erage e at 
and love him , love him and laud him: this ſhall be in the End,,:,;, xjn: j- 
without End : for whatelſe is theic End then ro come and atraine »- F :e, »:m 
to the glorious Kingdom whereof there is A. O E ND. Oh the quis «t «+; 0- 
unfathomable heighth and depth of peace , happineſs , joy , glo-' 1 Ft 
ry , and all fnlneſs of bleſs , honor , diguity and felicity thar ſhall” A 
be their portion in that day ? jus nally efi 

Such , but far beyond what I have expreſſed,or can mm Fini's 
e 


Whence thu 
vap;y ſtare. 


Queſt. 


An|. 
Negattt: ly, 
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be the after-part of the righteous in that life or world to come. In 
a word , the Apoltle comprehends it in this rearm EVER LA- 
STING or ETERNAL LIFE: Sotn Rom. 6. 22, Being 
made free from ſin.and become the ſervants of God, ye have the fruit unto 
ÞJlineſs,mn4the END EVERLASTING LIFE. Andin 
1 7ob.2.24, 25. Lerrhat which ye have heard from the begin- 
ning abide in you: if that which ye have heard from the begin=» 
ning abide in you, ye ihall continue in the Father and in the Son, 
and this is the promiſe which he hath promiſed us;even ET ER- 
N 4L LIFE.Sometimes it is called the EVERLASTING 
KINGD OM of our Lord and Savior JESUS CHRIST, 
2 Pct. 1.11, or HIS HEAVENLY KINGDOM, as 
2 Tin, 4. 18, or GODS ETERNAL GLORY, as 
1 Per. 5, 10. A latter End , or reward infinitely defirable in it ſelf 
as comprekending in'ir all good ; and all good perfectly , and 
all good perpetually, and all good endlefly and erernally to be 
fully injoyed , becauſe ir is God himſelf, rhe _ and Omega, 
the Beginning and the End, and he is all good, and perfeRly, per- 
nm , endlefly and eternally Good : and he is their Portion and 
their Exceeding Great reward , Fſal. 16.5, 6. and 73.26. Gen, 17.1, 
The ſtrengrh of their hearts here , and their PORTION 
FOR EVER. 

But why , or whenceis it thet the Death and End of the Rightes 
eus # ſuch , and ſo good as is ſaid, and ahove all that can be ſaid ? 

1. Not from themſelves , nor from the deſert of their righrte- 
ouſnels , they being in rhemſelves earthly , frail , and ſinful crea- 
tures, could nor poſſibly do or at any ſuch goodneſs or righte- 
ouſneſs (mich leſs of our ſelves) as ſhould deſerve or render them 
worthy of ſuch an end and recompence z nor could a finite obe= 
dience of a finite creature be commenſurate with an infinite re= 
wardin its worth and vertue: 'and therefore neither ſhall rhey 
make themſelves the burthen of their endleſs rejoycings,and ever= 
lating ſongs , but rather ſhall ſay No! znto us , Not auto ws pive 
we plory, Ir is true , thar righteouſneſs is betrer in ir ſelf chan 
wickedneſs, and God is juſt to difference them in his reiribu= 
tions ; bu: neither is their 715hceouſneſs that he rewards, of theme 
ſelves, or their owne righteouſnes , bur their rizhreouſneſs bs of 
the Lord, T2, 54. 17. Nor ts that righteouſneſs ſo perfeRly em 
braced ant! walked inbv them, but that in many things they of= 
F:ud and 11, as ſhould God enter into jugdment with them,and 
be 
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be ſtriX roobſerve what they do amiſs, they could nor ſtand or 
be juſtified in his fight, as themſelves have — , Pſal. 
130.3, 4.and 143. 2.they could have no ſalvation or deliverance 
from wrath and ihe portion of the ungodly, (much leG reward, 
and much leſs , yer ſuch a reward for their works) but through 


the forgiveneſs of their ſins, Lxc. 1. 77, and therefore alſo when 


God promiſes his people whar he will do for them in the laſt days 
in theic ceſtauration (rhe great ſubſtance of which is the Flory ro 
be injoyed in the Kingdom of Chriſt, ) he purs in ſuch a Caution 


againſt aſcribing ir to themſelves, Not for your ſakes do T dotheſe- 


things : Not for your ſakes bet known to yew ; oh howſe of Iſrael be afha= 
med and confounded , ſaith the Lord ; Ezek, 36.22, 33. even as Moe 
ſes did before upon their firſt entring the Land of Cazaan,the typs 
and figure of this promiſed inheritance ; Speak not in: thime heart, 
after that the Lord thy God bath caſt cut theſe nations , ſaying ;, for my 
6 agir A neſs , the Lord hath brought me into ple this land: not for 
thy righteouſneſs , nor for the uprightneſs of thine heart doſt thox go to 
Poſeſ» this Land, &c. Dem. 9.5, 6.-and yet it is the reward of 
righteouſneſs that God will give, and that wherein he will teftt- 
fie his great love to righteouſneſs, and to the nighteous. As it is 
faid , Come ye blefſed of my Father , inherit the Kingdom ; fo I was 
hungry , andye fed me ; naked , and ye clothed me, &c. Math, 25. 35g 
35. rendring that as the reaſon of their receiving that reward. As 
alſo the Apoſtle ſaith , God is nut unrighteous to y Aon eur work and 
Labour of love$c. Heb. 6.10, 11. tis true therefore that God doth 
and will reward the righteous,and with reſpet to their righteouſ- 
neſs, and not the unrighteous ; otherwiſe it would be no motive 
or incouragement to righteouſneſs, Bur true it is alſo, that nei- 
ther is that righteouſneſs of themſelyes , nor deſerves ir thoſe re- 
wards.as it is1n and from them. Bur poſitively 

2. Iti: from God himſelf. Heis as the End,fo alſo the begin- 


ning of their welfare, as the Laſt end of their deſires and injoy- Afi-metive 7. 


ment: ſothe Firſt cauſe, ſpring , and original whence it alt had 
Irs riſe and iſſue, He is the Alpba as well as the Omezz of all their 
felicicy , 1/2. 41. 4.and 44.6. and 4$. 12. and to him they mult 
acknowledge it and will fing Hallelujahs , or praiſe ye the Lord, 

To thy Name be the glory, Rev. 19.1, 4,6. P/al. 155. x. For 
1. It ſprings from his good pleaſure , his love and good will to 
man , whom as he created in his own image and likeneſs at firſt 
by and for his only begotten Son , the expreſs charaQer cfhis own 
EE Majeſty: 


Arſſ. 
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Majefty : fo be ſoloved him as both ro prepare an infinite reward 
for kim being righteous ; or for fych,or ſo many of thera as ſhould 
be found righteous before him'; for the manifeſtation of the riches 
of tits grace , ant! glorious bounty and goodneſs ro him z and alſo 
whenhe fell from his primitive and created righteouſneſs in which 


he made him , he made his Son. (the increared image ofhis Þ r= 
i 


fon and'ofhis effemial righteouſuefs) ro be in the image and like- 
neſs of the fallen man , 1n the likeneſs of tinful fleſh , and under 
fin, andcurſe , and condemnation (only without fin in him) thar 
heheing clothed as it were with mans unrighteouſneſs as impured 
to fm , and ſwallowing up the fin and curſe , might himſelfbe- 
come his perfe& righteouſneſs, and conforming him to himſelf in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs, might make him alſo the ſubjett in, 
and wich himſelf of that infinite reward prepared for the righte- 
ous , eventhar infinite glory and inconceivable happineſs which 
he had before the world preparedfor them : as it is [aid , Come ye 
Bleſſed of my Father , inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from before 
the foundanons of the world, Math, 25. 35. and Fear net little Flock, it 
75 wry Fathers good pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, Luc.12.32.Thence 
the Przdeſtinationto the adoprion of children,and to the obrain- 
ingot che tnhericance,jis ſaid ro be according to the good pleaſure 
his*will ,*ang according to his good purpoſe, Epheſ. 1.5, 11. 
2. Ir ſprings from his love to righreouſneſs, even to the righte- 
ouſneſs of faith z or to his only bleſſed Son madein the vertues of 
his abaſement , obedience , and ſufferings , righteouſneſs ro chem : 
as his Tove and. pirty ro'man led him to give his Son ro ranſom 
him from his umrighreoufiefs , ahd.to be his righteouſneſs ; fo his 
love to righteouſneſs ,even ro his Son, made mans righteouſneſs, 
::adshimfto ro Jove man as foungtherein , as to think nothing roo 


202d or great for him , even himſelf , and all his fulneſs of grace - 


and plor» ro be his portion in life and death , bur moſt fully and 
maniteitly in the life. ro come. Thence the care of che Apoſtle 


robe found in Chriſtin order ro his apprehending that for which 


he was apprehended of Chrift , and ro his obraining the price of 
God: high calling in kim . Ph ip. 3.8,9,12,14. God loving 
them char love Chrift.becauſe rhey love Chriſt , with this manner 
of loving of them , whence heſo rewards them , 7-4, 16. 25, 28, 
whe'ice alſ» their elzion , though before the fourdati.n of che 
wor! ,i ſ:id ro be in Chii4 ,, and their predeſiination tothe 
adoprton f vildren ro be by Chrift, So as with reſpeR to him 
7 7 
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3. Ic ſprings from rhe infinice excellency of the perſon , and 
the precious vertuouſneſs of the abaſement and obedience ofthe 
Lord Jeſus tothe death, the death of the Croſs, and the force and 
prevalency of his mediation of the new Teſtament wich God his 
Father in the yertues thereof, that the called might receive rhe pro- 
miſc of the eternel inheritance , Heb: 9.15, 2 Theſ. 4.14. n Pet.s5, 
10. For though, ifman had abode in his innocency , hel believe 
ſhould have been very happy , ont-of the love that God heares ro 
righreouſneſs , and ro man as his creature abiding righteous : 
yer as it isno where ſaid , foneither find I ſufficient ground to be 
lieve , that he ſhould have had the ſame happineſs that now he 
ſhall have in, and upon the accoitne of Chrift Jeſus : he nor only 
delivering him from his fin, bur being madeallo fach a righteoul- 
ne{st2 man as made in him, as becomes a new and more glorious 
foundation of his future happineſs , then his owne perſonal cighte- 
ouſneſs as a pure creature could have been ; Therefore alſo it is 
ſaid , that Gods erernal purpoſe about' the Goſpel-contenrs were 
purpoſed in Chrift Jeſus, Eph. x: 11. and chat Chriſt ar his co= 
ming ſhall be admired in all his Saints : ir being the glory of 
Chriſt that ſhall then be manifeſted in and upon them ; even thar 
that he hath by the vertues of his abaſement , ſufferings and death, 
acquired into the nature of man for us , and ro be communicated 
by and with him ro us, 2 Theſ. 1. 10.and2. 14. Its the great 
commendation and Manifeſtarion of theſtrength and excellency 
of this foundation , that itts counted worthy of, and meet for 
ſuch a glorious ſuperſtrufture ro be builr upon ir, and thar its 
able ro ſupport and uphold fuch a weight, an exceeding and eter» 
nal weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. Sureifour ſufferings in , and 
for him work for us ſuch a weighr of glory,as ſome particular re= 
wards of them in that Kingdom , whar did his ſufferings for us 
work (whence all our ſufferings for him have their foundation 
moriveand value) but even rhe whole Kingdom-it ſelf, and alf 
its £1570! Such was his unſpeakable love and grace in abaling, 
hin ſelf fo low ar the will ard appointment of his Father , and 
f1fFering fo great things for man , that as he is accounted worthy 
coreceive of God his Father higheſt dignity , honor , and glory in 
the mankoo4, and for men , ever: power and riches , wiſdom and 
Prengrh . honor and glory and bleſſing , Rev. 5. 12. ſoalſoſuch 
t> the inflaite prevalency of his mediarion with his Farther through 
the ame , that he obtains of him Fat he deſires : and fichis his 

I > infinite 
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infinite Tove and grace to his that Tove and obey him , that as his 
Father loves him,ſo he loves them, Fob. 15.9. and therefore aim'd 
at,askes and obraines of his Farther for them , the higheſt and moſt 
inconceivable happineſs and glory rhat may be injoyed by them: 
whence alſo we may fay, thar 

4 Ir ſprings from Chrifts unſpeakeable love to them , as his 
Members, Spouſe, Inherirance ; which is ſuch as that he thinks 
nothing roo good or great for them , thar he hath in his power, 
or may by his power and prevalency obtain of God for them. 
Thence he rells chem , that he appoints to them a Kingdom as bis 
Father appointed him , that they may fit , and eat , and drink with 
bim at bic table in bis Kingdom, and fit onthrones , &c, Luc. 22.23, 
29. Rev.2, 26, 27.and 3.21. andrto give to then) to fir with him 
on his throne : and be gave bimſelf for bis Church , that be may ſan- 
Gify it with the waſhing of water in the word ; to preſent it to himſelf 2 
Glorious Church , &c. «5. 26, 27. improving all the infinite 
vertues of his Croſs and Sufferings , and all the authority and po- 
wer he hath wich his Father, and over all things , for the advan= 
cing them to the heighth ofhappinefs. How great muſt that hap= 
pineſs needs be? how great that glorychat ſhall bero the heighth 
of Chritfts power and intereſt ! by which alſo they are prepared 
for char glory and brought tir roo. Whence the Spouſe glories 
alſo , my beloved is mine, He, and all that he is and hath, aud Iam 
bz ,tolove, delight in, and make me happy ; as well as alſo to. 
obey and ſerve him. Yea 

5: Ic ſprings from the love both of the Father and Son tothem, 
which leads ſoro gccepr of any their breathings after them, 
love and ſervices to them,as to reward them nor after their wor= 
thineſs in themſelves , buraccording to the graciouſneſs of their 
own acceptance of rhem in their love to them, and according ro 
the infinice munificence and magnificence of & great and glorious 

erſons: ſo as they may ſhew forth the glory of their grace and 
ovethereinto them , and upon them. 

6 Ir ſprings from the truth and faichfulneſs of God and Chriſt: 
for whereas love and goodnefs led or moved God. and Chriſt ro 
promiſe ſo great and glorious recompences ro them thar over- 
come their corruptions, and luſts,and wills, and enemies, in the 
_ ofhis grace given them in Chriſt ; and that do not through 

oth, cowardlinels, or contempr of the riches of his goodneſs, 
unbelief, or the like , yeild themſelves to them 5 his —— 

rxut 
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truth,and power are ingaged to perform and make good theſe in= 
gagements to them. To which ke hath bound himſelf borh by 
promiſe and oath , thatby rwo jmmurable things in which ir 
tmpoſlible for God tolye, they may have ſtrong conſolation thar 
flec for refuge rothe hope ſet before them , Heb. 6. 13. 17, 18, 
NcwGod is faithful and able to perform that that he hath promi- 
ſed , and will not faile: his righteouſneſs ſhall be ſeen and glori- 
fied rherefore in the performance to the heires of promiſe, 2 Thefſ, 
I. 5,6. 
7- Laſtly ic ſprings alſo from the great wiſdom of God, that 
ſuch and ſogreat a reward and End was prepared for, and is pro= 
miſed by him , that he may induce and incourage the hearts of 
poor mortal creatures to obedience to the faith of Jeſus , and ro 
rhe way and practiſe of righteouſneſs. For ſuch is the power of 
corruption , errour, and ignorance in us naturally ; ſuch the pow» 
erfu] influences of this world, and irs allurements upon us,ſfuch 
the force alſo of its threats , frownes and hardfhips to be mer with 
in the way of God: and fuch the force and violence of Satan in 
thruſting againſt us in , and with all afore-mentioned , and en- 
deavourtng to ruine us ; thar did not God bid ſo high for us and 
our ſervice, he would have few that would deny themſelves of the 
baits, and encounter with, and ſtand againtt the difficulties and 
diſcouragemenrs they meer with. Bur the veiw of ſuch a price, 
or prize kept inthe eye may, and doth , and will allure , and 
draw , and keep up the heart in, and through Chriſt Jeſusroall 
the ſervices, and carry through all the ſufferings he calls ro, 
Thence thoſe frequent expreſſions of reſpet rothe reward had 
and exereiſed wet Jas the Patriarchs , Heb. 21. 9, 20,13, 
14,15, 16, Moſes Verſ. 25. 26, 27. the Apoſtles, 2 Cor. 4. 12. 
14, 16, 17,18.ands5. 1, Philip,;. 12, 14. Yea Chriſt himſelf 
as man , Heb. 12.2. and the frequent mention and propofal of is 
ro others to animate and hearten them on , asin 1 Cor. þ9. 58, 
2 Cor. 6. 17,18. with 7.1, Heb. 6. 10, 21, 12,13. ant Jo. 35.36, 
37. Rev. 2, and 3. and God is juſt ro perform his bargaine ; ha- 
ving given alfo an earneſt of it ro his ſervants , Erb. 2 13, 14. 
Such the grounds and reaſons of thi+ ſo happy a Death,and afcer- 
fare, which yer we have hitherto conſidered only abſolutely : ic 
will be ver more manifeſt (contraries being ſer off and illultrared 
the more by their contraries) to be deltrable,if we veiw the comra- 
ry condition of the Death and after-part of the unrighceors and 
wicked, 
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Hleetergae® icked;, arid (o veiw it Comparativel y. Comparing it with the 
er Latter end jportiowof the wicked , and ſee how ir excels that, Bur whocan 
the wicked, exprels' either of them to the life, either the excellency of the 
Ehd of the righteous ; or the Fniſery of the End ofthe ungodly 
and wicked ? the Pſalmiſt tells us  7he End ofthe tranſgreſſors ſo all 
be cut off, Pſal. 37.38. Eli tells his Sons , 3t will be bitterneſs in 
the End”, 1 Sem, 2, 26, | Yea the Apoſtle Peter implies ir to be 
inexpreſſible bicterneſs, bitterer than wormwood (as 18 ſaid of the 
End of the whoriſh woman , Prov. 5.3, 4.) when he ſaith ; what 
ſhall the End! be of thoſe that obey not the Goſpel * as wanting words 
coexprefſs the bicterne(s and badneſs of it , 1 Pet, 4. 17, 18. We 
might ſhew iro be in all things contrary tothe End of the righte- 
ous or upright, both as ro their ſtate in dying,and as to their after- 
ftare both in the time of their being dead, and in and afrer their 
Reſurrection. Bur I ſhall but hint ac ic, becauſe I would not be roo 
tedious. And fo | 
in Deeth, 1. Whereas Death to the righteous is an Fnd to all their miſe- 
Ties , ſorrows , and troubles ; on the contrary , Death to the wice 
kedis an End to all their good. Thown the life time (ſaith Abra« 
£-45{.iten ham tothe rich man) receivea"ſt thy goodthings , Luc. 16.25. Allin 
e:1:16Fo- this life time , nothing after : and alas,this life rime is very ſhort 
—— uncertaine , very momentany and hidden atall times, as to 
cre Dii (ure The Tength and duration of ir ; in continual dangers and jeopardies 
14 ticr, Of being cut off, Irs ſo in Gods hand, that he cancurir off as a 
weaver his rhred when he will, and thats very eahly ; So that 
their good 38 , (as Fob (aith) not iz their hand , Ta. 38. 12. Fol. 21. 
x6. and that very coufideration takes off exceedingly from the 
ſweetneſs of their preſent portion,thart they know not how ſoon or 
ſuddenly rhe; ſhall looſeir all:butlooſe irall,ir is certain,and they 
cannot but know it,they muſt ; for theliving know rhar they mufi 
die ; and they ſee wiſe men,even thoſe that are wiſeft for this world 
diealſo ; and the bruiciſh and fooliſh perſons perifh and leave 
their wealth, their houſes, andlands. ard fo all che comforts they 
have here , to ethers , P/al. 49. 10. Yea, and betides the knows+ 
ledge of the uncertainty cf che good things they have here , there 
is a dca] of mixture of vanity aid vexation of ſpirit with them 
very frequently : but whac ever good or ſweer they bave with that 
mixrure ,, Death when it cowes ſweeps it all away ; their flver, 
gold , toutes, lands, wives , children , pleaſures . honors , gay 
clocks, dai:z$y fare, Oc. Yea, though Crowns and Kingdoms, all 
goes 
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goes at Death , and then they muſt have no more good for ever- 
Were there nothing elſe to be ſaid of their portion or after-part, 
bur thac in their death they looſe and parc with all comfort for 
ever, and have no more any good thing befal them, it were 
enough ro render their part and lot yery inconſiderable and de- 
ſpicable : Yea, though ir might be had in the ampleſt , ſureſt 
manner here, and for many yeares continuance, in compariſon 
of that of the righteous. But alas, this is bur che leaſt piece of iry 
worthlefneſs and wretchednefs. For | 

2. Deathis the inler ro them ro infinite and endlefs miſeries : 
for they die out of Chriſt , and kave no ſhare inhim, or in the 
bleſſings in him , and fo they are accurſed both in ſoul and body. 
Its true , the bodv (as we ſaid before) may be more honorably in- 
rerred than the righteons mans ; bur yer irs the body of a wicked 
mah thac hath no part in Chriſt, and therefore dies in his {ins, 
which are all chargeable upon him both foul and body , and the 
punniſhmenc hangs over him , and begins now ro ſeize upon him. 
Being nor in Chriſt , he is not in Gods favor and acceprance_nor 
under any promiſe of any good, mercy , or blefling : bur under 
all the threatnirigs ofcurſe and miſery ; his hope is periſhed, what | 
ever lie had inthe world, ies gone with the world ; and if he had 
any kopek God upon account ofhis birth , parentage, profeſ- 
fion , works, goadneſ in his own eyes , irs blown all away with 
his breath-which he breathed out when he gave up the ghoſt. It 
he plead it in the reſurretion , it will not ſtand, Mb. 7. 22,23. 
there is no hope for him of any good for ever , his body is refer- 
ved in the grave againſt the day of eviſan4vengeance , and ſhall 
then be brought forth from it ; there being no darkneſs or ſhadow 
of dearth where the workers of iniquity may hide themſelves from 
puniſhment, Fob. 34. 22. So that their bodies are in far worſe caſe 
than the bodies of the beaſts, and his ſpirit is diſpoſed of by God 
toa reſtleſs, unquier,miſerable caſe, like that ofthe damned ſpirirs 
crevil Angels, that are 7s it were priſoners in chaines of perpetual 
darkneſs reſerved to the Fudamentof the great Day , 1.Pct. 3. 19,20. 
and 2 Pet. 2,4. And then 

2. Their reſirretion and raiſed fare is till worſe than their 7? me 
death and dead-ftate ; for as thar is not in the firſt reſurreftion, je. ej 
the reſurreficn of the juſt (oth raiſed , wh-reia the ſecond Death 
Hall have no power, ) Lute, T4. 14. Rev. 20.5, 6. fo when it comes, 
itsnot as of Chriſts member- 311i ty his fpiric indwelling in _ 

UT; 


 - Ez BALAAM'S WISH: or, 
bur by his terrible and powerfidl voice, forcing them, will they,nill 
they, our of their graves and ſeveral receptacles, to appear before 
him as their dreadful angry and impartial Judge, in bodies indeed 
immortal and uncapable of dying any more as to a diffolucion of 
rhem,and ſeparation of them from their ſouls as before(which will 
be their exceeding miſery ; for now they cannot be made ſenſeleſs 
of pain and miſery as they were while in their graves) but everla- 
ſtingly unired with their ſpirits , that both bodies and ſpirirs that 
tinned rogerher, may be caſt inco deſtruttion rogerher , and ſuffer 
together an everlaſting puniſhment , Mztb. 25. 45. both body 
aud ſoul being caſt into hell fire , Math, x0. 28. To which pur- 
387 , Chriit (whom they have ſinned perpetually againſt, _ 

ing his connlels , {lighting his inftruQions , hating him and his 

reproofs,and ways, and truths , and people : and whoſe love and 
blood , and all the grace thereby procured for , and held forth ro 
them , they ſer at naught) he ſpall come in flaming fre t» render ven= 
geaxce on them , and gathering them before him , the heavens ſhall re= 
veal therr iniquities , and the earth ſhall re + - againft them , Fob.20, 
27. and all their ſins and wickednefles ſhall be riprt up in the fight 
and yeiw of God, and Angels, and men , with all cheic,uglineſs, 
aggravarions , circumſtances; and then they ſhall by him be ad- 
Judged to, and undergo that terrible ſentence , Depargggevil aud 
bis Angels , Math. 25.41. whereby they ſhall be for ever thruſt 
ont from God and Chriſt , and fromall his holy Ones with infi- 
nite ſhame, reproach, and ignominy, never to taſte of their kap- 
pineſs or feliciry , beingeverlaftingly accurſed of God , and thruſt 
away with moſt dreadful miſerable , and damned fpirirs , whoſe 

company and counſel they here liked and followed after , into a 
ſtate of darkneſs or uncomfortableneſs, diſtreſs and anguiſh in the 
ſenſe and feeling of the moſt ſevere wrath and vengeance of God 

poured out like fire , and burning for ever upon them , without 

Nuenta ſ:tits end, eaſe, or intermiſſion : their worm never dying , nor their fire ever 

eſt pro perÞe- quenched, there ſhall be wee; ing wailing and gnafhing ofteeth, Loſucb 

this bomss , 35 the portion of a wicked man from God , and the heritage = of 
pw bon God for bim , Fob 20. 29, Ohdreadful , heavy , and infinicely 

Penſare, quam  — oe 
p70 brevibus ec Wrerched portion ? infinitely worſe than the worſt condicion thar 

caducis bonis Any man 1+ or can be here in ; and therefore how nuch more than 

mel: prrperuathar of the righteous, in which are all chings infinitely happy 
Jaffinere? and glorious? Bur | ſhall ſay no morero it , this brief hiux may 

Lat, lib. 6, 

ſuffice 
Why 


IaPPY 
| may 


Why 
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Why tbe warighteons and wicked have ſo ſad a death and latter end Thereaſon of 
dicers reaſons mipht begiven reduceable to two heads ; 1 ſhall- men= the ſed end of 


tion bur a hint roeirher : that is to ſay, 

x. Ic is. of themſelves only as to deſert, for though Satan 
tempr, and the world allure, and corruption' move ro diſobe- 
dience and rebellion againſt Gpd ; yer, through the grace of 
God afforded, rhey might reſiſt Bard complying with the light, 
crurh and grace afforded, might be helped ; bur putting the ſear 
of Gud from them, they chooſe ro walk after fin and Satan, 
ſtubbornly perſiſting therein, and reſuſing to turn at wiſedoms 
reproofes, or having begyn to turn,rerurned back again with rhe 
Dog to his vomir, andWMhe Sow that is waſhed ro wallow in 
the mire, till death ſeized on them : and therefore their fin be= 
ing theirs, their punniſhment and deftcuctionroo is of theme 
ſelves, Prov, 1.20. 24,25, 26, Oc. Hoſ, 13.9. Rom.1.18, 19, 
20, 21. ©c, and their punniſhment and miſery. is fo great, hor- 
cible, and inexpreſlible. 

x. Becauſe cheir &ns are innumerable, and every one-of them 
exceeding great, as thereis therein a flighting or contempt of 
God and his authority, power and goodneſs , which is infinite ; 
a lighting alſo or contempr of Chriſt, and all done and ſuffered 
by him for them , and all his love therein teſtified, and all the 
good there-through done and extended ro them; a grievin 
alſo and rejecting of the love and loving calls , reproofs, an 
ſtrivings of the holy Spirit with them, and wichall making no 
account either of Gods favour to ſeek it, or of his wraih to en- 
deavour to avoid it ; anabuſe of all his mercies and good things 
here beſtowed,and ſlighring all corre&ions uſed for their amend- 
nient ; anda careleſs defpiting all rhe glory and happineſs by 
him tendered; which things being againſt an infinice Deity, and 
his inhaite Attribures, pur an infinitene(s into the demerits of 
their fins, and fo pull upon them an infinire puniſhment, And 
then 

2. Becauſe they dying in their fins dye our of Chriſt , and 
{hall riſe again our of him, they have no forgiveneſs of their fins 
through him, and ſo muſt anſwer for them, and bear the punifh- 
menr of them themſelves : which being nor otherwiſe, to be 
infinitely endured, but in the infinireneſs of their time of ſuffer- 
ings, will occaſion their endleſneſs ro them, 


K 2, It 
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2. Itis of God as rothe decreeing, ſenrencing and inflitin? 
ir asa moſt jaſt andrighreans Judge ; and rhe moft unſpeakabty 
injured.and. provoked Majeſty ; who will herein. ſhew forrh his 
righreons judgment, Rom, 2.6. 11. and therein 

xz. Teſftifze his infinite holineſs and puricy in his perfet hatred 
of {in and iniquity, 1/2 6. 3. Apoc. 11. 3, 

Prov. 1. 24, 2. Avengehis owa deſpiſed aurhoricy, power, love and good- 
25336, 25. nefs, laws, counſels, &c, flighted and contemned by them. 
3. Avenge the injuries done to Chriſt in their flighring all his 
Pal. 2.3, 4 love, ſorrows, ſufferings for them, and Grace therein declared 
and tendered ro them: and therein al 
1Pct:2 75,8.. 4. Magnify and glorify his Son and Minfinice preciouſneſs of 
bis blood and f«crifice deſpiſed by them; in raking ſuch an un- 
fpeakable vengeance of their injuries to him, wponthem. 
Zech, 7, 11, $. Avenge the abuſes and flighrings of all the addreſſes of 
Ge che holy Spiritro them, and gracious patient wairing npon them. 

6, Avenge the abuſes of, and unthankfulneſs for rhe Miniſtry 
and ſervice ofhis holy Angels abour them, and of all other mer- 
cies in all his creatures afforded to them, Row. 2.4,5., 6,11. 

». And ma word, all their abnſes of themſelves and one ano» 
ther, burr chiefly of his Siow ; his people and ſervants ſent ro, or 
living amongſt them, and deſerving better uſe fromrhem : this 

_ aſtis particularly mentioned, Math. 25. 41, 42, 43, 44. 
Nomarvail now if a wicked man enlighrned to ſee any thing of 
theſe marrers, wiſht to die the death of the righteous, and ro have 
The latter pert his latter end like ro his ! about which (having ſpoken rothe firſt 
c "and main buſineL of the point abour the excellency of rhe Death 
anſwer"to ryg And latter end of che righteo1s or upright ones) it remains. thar 
evefiions, We ſpeak alicle as in the larrer part of rhe Point we added, 
that they be ſuch as that even the wicked that care nor rolive their 
life, or to have.their beginning and progreſs, yer underſtanding 
them , deſire ro have their Dearhs and latter ends like theirs, 
Concerning which, 1 hall oaly propound and: ſpeak ro a Que- 
ſtion or rwo, and fo come to rhe Applicarion. And fo 
1. Whereas Bz/1zmin wiltking or detiring thus, implies that 
__ he rhoughr ic poſiible (though nor cercain that 1t would beſo) 
bether a has! Srohe the 252 ee OR Lots Sis | 
wicked men Þarhe mighc dye the death of the righreuus, and rhar his larrer 
may die a righ- £1d might b2 like his ; being in a manner a prayer : and men 
reows mans Uſe to pray for what they think pofiible, Thence it may be que- 


czalh ried, . 
Woes 


. 


The Reward of Righteouſneſs in,axd after death. 75 


ewes 4 on = og vie ou a _— ny Balaam was may obtain ach: te 
4x ly eath of the riphteow, and to have hi be bi 
eh his To wn I bull auſrerby diſtin&ion. rm oh em wr th 
, 1at a wicked man abiding a wicked man, can by n i 

hatrec have ſuch a dearh, and aſter part as the righreous L 4 upright gg 
o00d- ones. Except j our righteouſneſs (faich our Saviour) exceed the righ= : 
wn reonſneſs of the Scribes and Pharaſecs, ye canin no wiſe enter the King= 

all his yo 9 —_ _— 5. os L ts _ = be truly righteous 

| s Kingdome which i i 
clared of the cghteous and rhe _— is "ay OE IN Lhe Reaſons of it 
_ x. It is againſt the purity and holinefſe of God to admit wick- 
w__ edneſs, and fo wicked menabiding and continuing ſuch, into 

ſuch nighne(s wich himſelf, and ſo into his favour and affe&tion 

be of as the righreous be 3 forthe rightecws Lord loveth righteouſneſs, Pſal. 
chem. 11.8. and the righteows, Pſsl. 146.8, but he is nor a God thac 
wiftry hath pleafure in wickedne(s, evil may not dwell wich him: 

<a fools may not fand in his fight, he haterh all the workers of 
? iniquiry, P/al. 5. 4,5. Heis of purer eyes than to behold evil and 
ng agg 5" + 13. wn} r=" cannot admit wicked men, 

KL e ſuch,to come into his Kin : 

to, or ED I gdom,'and have part with 

X 2. Thar would make void all the ends and intents of the Death 
ing of of Chriſt, and all the whole work and bulineſs of his undertake- 
have ing; for ifmen might be ſaved and enjoy God in their fins, then 
yg they might have been ſaved wichour Chriſts coming and ſuffer- 
Dal ing for them : for why ſhould Chriſt come ro take away fins,and 
Fam waſh and make us clean from them, if God can endure them 
dded in his ſight and preſence unwaſhed away from men? yea and 
_"W why then was Gcd angry with men for finning ? yea and 
— Chriſt ſhould then fail of his undertaking, if undereaking ro 
heirs: bring men to God clean and pure from their fins, he ſhould 
Que- bring them in their uncleanneſs ro him; in vain is a coftly Bath 

prepared for waſhing and healing men, if they may be well wicth= 

id our it. Chriſts coming therefore on: purpoſe to take oway our fins 
beſo) 11 order to ourenjoyment of happineſs, is an evident demonftra- 
ix. tion that we may not be happy in them, Thence our Saviour 
yas —_"_ —_ Except I waſh thee, thou haſt no part with me, Fob, 
* QUE= - fer on | | 

4 3. Thar ſtands croſs to all rhe ;purpoſes, declarations and 


Whes 


threatnings of God in the Scripture which cannot be broken, 
K 2 God 


Anſw. 2. 
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GoJcannotlye, bur hz hath purpoſed, ſaid, decreed, and de- 
clared chat no unclean or unrighteous thing fhall inheric his 
Kingdome, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. Evb:.5.3, 4,5. eicher then we muſt 
ce e wicked, or elſe no part with the righteous, for the 

odly ſhall not ftzand in the judgment, -nor ſunzers in the congregation 
of the ju't, Pſal. x. 4,5. Yea 

4. They being an abomination eacho other ; the ſinners to 
the righteous, much more to the moſt holy and righteous God, 
bows ſhall they endure to live together,and enjoy the ame end,reward and 
portion? Prov, 29. 27. Yea and laſtly, 

5. God ſhould noc be Juſt, ſhould he reward wickedneſs as he 
doth righteouſneſs : and God forbid that the Judge of all rhe 
earth ſhould do unjuſtly, Rom. 3. 5,6. Gen, 18, 25, Bur 

Itis very poſlible that wicked men 'may by the grace of God 


They may if ceaſe to be wicked, ard be converted rorighteouſneſs, and (. 


they become 
righteous as 
they May. 


Reaſons of 
that anſwer, 


they maybe brought to enjoy the: ſame end wich the righteous. 
And of the truth of this, Mzneſſes, Mary Magdalen, Paul, the ma- 
lefator on the Croſs, that but there beginning ro confe(s Chrift, 
found mercy,and was that day with him in Paradiſe, Lzhe 33. 40. 
43- and many more aze evident proofs and inſtances. Yea, this 
is clearly fignified aud held forth throughout the Scriptures, 
that wicked men may be converted from their wickedneſs, and 
being converted, they become one in way and end with the righ- 
teous. For, A 

1. This was the end of.Chriſts coming into the World, and. 
dying for all men, even the ungodly and ſinners : ſuffering the 
Juſt for the unjuſt or unrighteous, that. there-through he might 
both remove the curſe from off rhe nature of man, and obrain 
power and ſpirit into himſelf as man, 1G as he might both by 
his power and ſpirit call and quicken men (being ranſomed from 
under the curſe) unto the knowledge of God and faith in himſelf, 
and alſo when ſo, ro forgive and juſtifie rhem , waſhing them in 
his own blood and renewing them alſo by .his own Spirit, 
= his own image and likenef from glory ro glory: To whictr 
end. 

2. God in and by him, and he in the power of God, hath or- 
dered repentance aud forgiveneſs of ſims to be preached in his 
Name amongſt all Nations for rhe obedience of faich, Luke 24, 
47. inand by which he is calling, commanding,and encouraging 
all men, the wickedeſt as well gs others, every where to _— 

| Cane 


£ 
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- becauſe he hath appointed a day ro judge the World, &c, AG. 


17. 30, 31. Yea heis calling ſinners ro repentance, and cauling 
his ſervants whom he hath ſaved frum their ſins, and reconciled 
ro God , to reach ſinners the way, that tranſgreflors might be 
rurned unto him, while iris a day of Grace, an accepred time, 
Math, 9.13. Pſal.5x.14,r5. 2 Cor. 6. 1,2. with. 19, 20. In 
which time alſo : 

3. He is by his ſpirit accompanying his calls, bringing his 
word nigh to men, even to their hearts and mouths rhat they 
might receive ir, believe, and be ſaved. So as the Kingdom of ' . 
God is therein,and there-through made nigh ro men,which king- 
dome is righteouſneſrand peace, and joy in the boly Gbojt, Rom. 10. 
8,9. Luke 9.9, 10, Kome 14. 17. the holy Spirit inthe means 
vouchſafed, ſtriving with, or judging in men; reproving and 
convincing them of fin, righteouſneſs and judgment ; opening 
the eyes that they might ſee, and their eares thar rhey might hear, 
ſo that they might underſtand with their hearrs, and be convert=- 
ed-and Chriſt might heal them, Ger. 6. 3. Fob. 16.9, 10, 11: 
Math, 13.15. Yeaſonigh doth God bring his word ro men, that 
Satan is ſaid to rake it out of the hearrs of thoſe thar are in 
their hearing, and receiving ir, corftpared bur ro the way-ſide, 
Math. 13.19. Like $.12. | 

4. They that doin hearing, hear ; and in ſeeing, fee; that is, 
when God by his Spirit is bringing light and ſalvation tro them, 
ſhewing them his truth and teachirg them his wav ; they that 
then wink not with the eye, ſtop nor the eare, nor harden their 
heart againſt his diſcoveries, calls and operations ; bur liſten 
and {ook ro him in the power and grace preventing them, and ſo 
turn at his reproofs -and be converted, they come ro Chrift ayg 
roGodin and by him, and are tranſlated from a ftate of fm ro a 
ſtare of righteoulneſs, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
to receiveremiſſion offtns, and inhericance among the: fanifiet 
by faich in him, 1/2. 42.18, 19 and 45. 22, 23. Math, 13. 16, 16. 
Prov. 1.23. Job. 6. 44,45. 413.19. and 26. 18. Fob. 5. 28, 
29. and theſe are all juſtified from all things from- which they 
could not be juſtifyed otherwiſe, and abiding in-thar grace into 
which they are called , they ſhall have rheic portion among the: 
Sainrs and rightequs ones, Ad, 13-38, 39«- 1 Cor, 6.9.11, 1 fob. 
2. 24, 25+ k #5: 

«| 


5. And 
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5- Ayd for as muchas this grace in Chriſt isprepared for all 
men,and is in the Goſpel declared and rendred ro all, he being 


- the propiciation for the tins of the whole world; and all invited 


and called ro attend and-liften rohima rhar rhey mighr in the re- 
ceit of this grace be ſaved; there is a Doore opened , andduring 
the day of;grace held-open unto all , ſoas bythe grace afforded 
chrough Chriſt , any man veilding upto the calls of God and 
ſeeking and following on to know him,may be brought into Chritt 
and be juftiged and favcd , 1{a.'25.6. Rom. 3. 22,23, 24 and 5. 
18. FO L, 2. 1je. 45; 22. and35, 1, 2, 6, 7, Rev. 22,17. Ina 
wor 7 
6. There is in Chriſt through his prerious Death and Sacrifice, 
ſuch plenceoulſneſs of redemption, even forgivenebs of fins , and 
he o liverh for ever , and makes ſuch powerful interceſſion for 
tranſgreſſors,, andis fo loving roman and patient toward ſinners; 
and God fo:loath any ſhould iſh , having no delight in the 
Death of the wieked , thar rd gre” fiich alſo , and exrend+ by 
and chrough Chriſthisholy Spiric ro enablethem ro obey his calls, 
ſo ahy wicked man obeying his call , is by the bloed of Chriſt 
waſhed from his fins, and by his powerful interceſſion with God 
forhim-, in coming ro God%Syhim (who will ia no wiſe caft out 
him that comes to him) is accepted of God and faved ,Pſal. 130. 
4, 3. Col, 1. 14. Heo. 7.25.1j2.53. 12. Ezek, 33.11. 2 Pet.3.9, 
15. Job. 6. 37. 1 Cor. 6. 11. Theſethings contidered , it is not a 
vain thing for men, even wicked mento with, defire,ſeek, and 
endeavour (fo as they fubmir ro ſeek inthe right way,and in goud 
earneſt, ftriving to enxer the ſttair gare while it is yer open , and 
not ſhut againſtthem ,'Lxc. 13.24,25.) coartain thisend, Dex. 
3& 46, 47. Burfor men to wiſh andwould , defice and crave, 
and yer be flothful and refuſe to ſtrive , or to ftrive and labour in 
a wrong way, rejecting the grace of God and his truth , inthe 
evidences and operations thereof; or to wiſh to have the portion, 
eMd., and-reward of the righteous, and yet continue and keep on 
inthe ways of errour and im, this is fooliſh, abſurd, and boot- 
leſs, Suchas Bakizems wiſhing was, who therefore notwithſtand- 
ingthis wiſh; was flain by Ifrael , and dyed the Death of , and 
among the wicked , Nzmb. 31. $. Theflaggard wifhes and deſires, 
bat hath not, becauſe bis hands refuſe to labour , Prov, 13. 4. and 21. 
25.and many in ſuch ways as are wrong , or when toolate , ſeek 
to enter, a hall nor be able, Lac,13.24, 25. Rom. 9, 30, 31,52. 
Bur n Ht Ng 


fer endl of the righteous , in ſome meaſure 


_ los of the other. Nay, becauſe r 
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Seeing the wicked ſometimes ſeeing the goodie of the death and lat- 

efire them , whence is it th 
become not righteows , or walke not-in the way tothem ? 


ofrhem. As to ſay, 


Anl, 
+, They ſee ſomething of their end but not fo fully and pre- —_ it- 


vailingly as to make them love and like the way they walk in 
thereto, becauſe they wink with the eye, and follow nor onto 
know : light comes upon them ſamerimiegmore than they delire; 
but they defire not ro minde much rhe light that comes upon 
them,rhar they might ger a further light into whar it ſhews them, 
7 bey (ce and hate , Fob. 15.24. and thac becauſe 

2. They are ſenſual, and love to pleaſe and farisfie their ſenſes 
in preſent injoyments : indeed becauſe they apprehend (weerneſs 
and pleaſure in the latter end of the righteous, they deſire them : 
bur becauſe they feel and finde ſweerneſs in the world and preſenc 


ways of fin , they love them and reraine them ; and being more- 


affected with preſent ſweets then futures (the ways to which alſo 
would deprive them of much of whars preſent) they hold faſt whac 
they have (or endeavour (o to = chough wich hazzarding the 
e light that diſcovers the end 
of the righteous reproves their ways , and would deprive them of 
the pleaſures of fin, they therefore hace the light, and put ir from 
them, or tarn from ic, and fo come not fo to ſee as ro be conver- 
ted by ic, Fob. 3. 19, 20. Fob 24.13, 14, 17. Math. 13. 15. 
3- Winking with che eye , and vor abidingin, or following 
the lighr, Saran gers more power upon them roblind and harden 


them , as 2 Cor. 4. 4. ſtealing out the light or ſeed of life from. 


their hearts, Lzk, 8. 12. and ſo moving them ro doubr of or.dizbe- 
lieve again what they kave ſeen, Ger. 3. 1, 3,4. or alſo filling chem 
with ſtrong deluſions to believe lies,2 Theſſ,2, 10, 11, 12-as per- 
ſvading them 

1. Tharthey-may have their preſent pleaſures of ſm , and the 
fi:ture good things prepared for the juſt and righceous ones too, 
Deut, 29. r9. 

2. That thev may repent ſoongnough hereafrer, Pro, 6. 10. 

3- That God is gracious , and will forgive their fins, though 
they live in them upon che account of ſome outwardly religious 
in;0yments , or ſervices, or priviledges, Fer. 7.4, 5. 1. 28.14, 
15. and 66, 1, 3. Math, 3-7, $, 9, Fob, 8. 33, 34. Mth. 7: 
21, 22, | 4. 90 


ue, 
o Why do any 
wicked nt en- 


To this many things might be {aid : I ſhall but touch upon ſome deeverr ir. 
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X.b;s nullus 
labor eff rec 
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quod mulls 
med: poſſtt 4- 
lib- 6, Cape 4; 
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"4+ Sometimes , that rhere is no hope for them, and that there- 
fore they had as good (i; ſtill as ftrive co enter to no purpoſe, Fer. 
18.11, 12. Or 

5- That they are in the way already tothat good end, when 
they are not bur quite:our of it , Pro. 3o. 12, Rom, g. 31, 32. Rev. 3. 
14, 15. and many ſuch like deceirs, which God juſtly leaves them 
co for their having pleaſure in unrighteeuſneſs , and nor re+ 
ceiving the love ofthe truth thac they might be ſaved , 2 The. 2. 
10, 12. 

4. Their pride ofrifhes hinders chem from ſeeking after God, 
or accepting of his ſalyation, and ſubmirring to the timpliciry of 
his ways, as Hoſ. 5.5. and 7. 10. P/al. x0.4., Fob. 9.25, 26, 40. 
they love the praiſe ofmen more than the praiſe of.God, Foh.5. 
44. and 12. 43. and ſothe retaining other luſts , as covetouſieſs, 
ftlorkfulneſs, &c. | | 

The contiderarion of all hitherto ſaid upon this ſecond point, 
an with theſe ©zejtions and Anſwers, is diverſly uſeful ; 


Firſt ro exhort and provoke all men to ſeek in the ful place 
tor the Kingdom of Gad , and his righreouſneſs, as in Math. 6. 33. 
as thar thar is infinitely worthy our lecking and endeavouring af- 
ter , notonly to wiſh and defire with Balaam to die the Death of the 
righteous , and to have our latterexd , or after-part like his , but ro 
ſcekic, and ſeek ir in the firſt place above all other things , as 
counting all other things below ir,and inferiour to it: things mo- 
mentany and vain in compariſon of Gods Kingdom ,: and rhe 
glorious performance ofhis precious promiſes , and ſo the injoy- 
mentof his righreouſneſs rtherein,and whar may pive us right and 
ricle ro it, while we are made therein of the righteous ſeed or peo- 
ple of Gad. Seek we theſe things as earnefily as Balaam and Ba- 
lak did to ger the people of Irae! curſed ; as 1once knew a good 
man thar was much moved and ftirred up to ſeek diligently after 
God , partly upon this conſideration ; ere Balak and Balaam 
(wouldhe oftenſay) ſo earneſt to ſeekto bave the people of God curſed, 
and ſhould not T be as earneſt to ſeekto be bleſſed of God? a very good 
improvement of ſo bad a matrer. Now the way to obtain this 
blefling , and fo ro dic ihe dearh of the righteous , and have theic 
endandreward, is to be indeed righteous, and do and prattiſe 
righreoufnes by the grace of God; The way to which is 
1, Tomind and diliveily attend cothe word of righteouſneſs, 
| as 
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as it is called , Heb. 5. x3. the Dofrine of the gloriour Goſpel of the 
Lord Feſus, in which the power and arm of God ts pur forth fog 
pulling us out of our unrighteouſneſs , and turning us unto righ= 
reoufneſs , Dan, 12, 3. AG. 2% 17, 1$.' rhats the power of Cod 
ro ſalvation to every one that believerh, yea and che word of faith 
by which heard and minded,faith is begotten, even the believing 
with the heart unto righteouſneſs , Row, 10. 9,10, 17. and 1.16, 
this is the arm and engine wherewith God and Chrift, by the 
holy Spirit (accompanying it and breathing therein, and diſpen« 
ſed thereby) workerh and accomplifherh his whole work in the 
heart thar receiveth ir. Whence men are ſo much in the Scrip- 
ture,in order to their being made righteous, called ypon ro come 
ro Chrift , likten to him and his.voice , receive his ſayings,and the 
tike, I/2.55. 1, 2, 3. and 18, 3.and 42. 18, 19.Pro. 4.1, 10, 20, 
21, 22, and5.1,2.and8.1, 4,5, 6,31, 32, 33; fam. I. 18, 19, 
21. Andinthis liſtening ro rhe Goſpel and ſeeking after ir 

2. Winknor with the eye , bur be willing to ſee and learn whar 
it diſcovers to us , whether of, and concerning God and his grace 
and mercy to mankind , and fore us all in Chriſt Jeſus : or what 
ir diſcovers of us, and our finfulneſs , the vanity and emprinefs 
ofall our wiſdcm , works and endeavouts for righreonſhefs of our 
own , or in ouf ſtrength or ways ; as alſo of all fleftily ptivi- 
ledges, and worldly injoyments, for juſtifying 'us , or making us 
happy ; and hare nor , bur ſuffer ſuch diſcoveries , convincements 
or reproofs, as are therein brought unto us , Math. 13. 15. Ia. 
42. 18. and 45.22; and 65. 1,and 40. 10,15.and 41. 27; 29.and 
42. 1,2, &c, Yea : ; 

3. Intaking notice of what is in the light of Gods teftimonies 
diſcovered to us;turn we at Chrifts reproofs,as knowing.thar they 


are the way to life,rejefing and cafting away whatſoever therein 


is diſcovered to be anIdol;a vain and falfe obje& or matter oftruſt, 
ſtay , and confidence to our ſoules , or what we ſeek for delight, 
ſhelter and ſafety in that will not profic us : and fo generally pur- 
ting away from us what ever evil in heart or hand , way or work, 
is Fieovered ro us to be in,and with us; denying all ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts , ſo as to confeſs them to be ſuch and no better 
than that divine light diſcovers them ro be , and looking ro God 
ro cleanſe and deliver us from them : and as heis helping and 
ſtrengthening us , laying them aſide and renouncing them, Prov. 
1.23. and 6, 23. Tit.2, L1. Fam, 1.21.1 fob,x, 9. Prov. 28. 13. 
And L 4 In 
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4. In taking notice what that heavenly word and teſtimony, 
and the holy Spirir therein, and there-rhrough diſcovers of Chriſt 
41d the fulneſs , richnefs and freeneſs of the grace in him , and in 
God , in and by him ; as that diſcovered aftets and works upon 
our hearts, and draws us unto Chirift ,, and raiſes us up to hope 
and truſt in him , approach ro,and ſeek more knowledge of , and 
acquaintance with him ; and leads, frames, moves, and ſtrength= 
ens us to look upto God in and by him ; ſeek him, admire him, 
hope and truſt in him , rejoyeeg in , and obey him : So yield we up 
to follow. the holy Spirit therein, and to be framed thereby : not 
turning away therefrom , or looking off from ir to any other thing 
co work in us or frame us ; but only to ſuch arguments and mo- 
tives as that DoCtrine preſents us wich in every caſe;not greiving 
the holy Spirit, or rebelling againſt ir, bur in and by the light , 
power and operation of ir, Be ye ſaved,1ſa, 45.22. Be ye reconciled, 
2 Cor. 5. 20. Be ye converted and turned into God , AG, 3. 19. Be 
ye ſeparated unto God. Be ye inlarged , 2 Cor. 6.14, 17. Beycwiſe, 
and of an underftandmg heart , &c. Prov. $. 5. and the like. 

5 Andasthe ſame grace comitg in, making free, leads , and 
moves , and ſtrengthens ; ſo.in obedience to its reachings yeild 
up our bedies , powers and members , weapons and inſtruments 
ot righteouſnels , to live ſoberly , righteouſly and godly in this 
par world :.doing and walking in the Commandments of the 

ord , givento us by Jeſus Chriſt , looking to, and depending 
on God for ſtrength., help, and direQion always therein , Fob. $, 
32, 33. Rom. 6.12, 13. 1it,2.12, 13.1. Thef. 4. 1,2, 4. 

6. And inall this benor (lothful , nor give way to diſcourage- 
ments from wirhin or from withour , but minding the grace of 
\ God and his truth ſet before us ; follow we on roknow him and ro 
ſeek him , and provoke we one another-, and be we willing 
to be provoked -one by another thereunto ; caſting away the 
weights that preſs down , and the ſim that eaſily be{cts, run we with 
patience the race ſet before us, looking unto Feſus the author and finifher 
of the faith ;, accepting all ſuch helps therein. and thereunto as God 
pleaſeth ro afford 11s , Heb. 6.12. and 3.1,8,12,13.and 12. 1,2, 
15. as in walking with wiſe men, hearing their reproofs and coun- 
ſels, endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace : 
building up ourſelves in the moſt holy faith , praying in the holy 
ghoſt , keeping our ſelves in the love of God , and waiting for rhe 
mercy ofour Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto erernal life , avcyding and 
keeping far trom the contrary thereums , Prov, 6,7, and 13.18, 

2.0, aucl 
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20. and 15. $I, 32.and 29. 15. Eph, 4. 3, 4. Fnde 20. 21, Rom 


mon 
Chri 12.2, 2Cor.6,14, 15. and 7, 1. confidering 
and in 1. That theſe are the great concernments of our ſouls , the Motives, 
upon marters of eternity ; in which ifwe obtain we are happy for ever, 
hope and miſerable for ever if we miſs , asall aboveſaid in opening and 
',and explicating the end of the righteous and of the wicked evinces. 
nech= And as it is ſaid , Det. 32, 46, 47.it is not a vaine thing forthee, 
him, for itis thy life , &ec, Now the greateſt things and of greateſt con= 
we up cernment to us, are chiefly ro be regarded by us : were they 
: not other mens concernments and not our own , yet in ſume caſes 
thing being weighty and of great concernment to them., they oughr 
| mo- not to be negleded or earelefly looked after by us : ic would be 
iving unfaithfulneſs and uncharirableneſs in us, eſpecially if pur upon 
ighr, us: but how mach more ſhould we take care of theſe things,ſeeing 
caled, it is our ſelves thatare here concerned , and not others only. In- 
9. Be deed ic might be for the great furtherance of others alſo , that we 
wiſe, be thereby made good examples to them, fitred for their helpful- 
ne, aud filled with charity ro help them : but irs nat ſo much 
, and others as our ſelves , and ſure weare neareſt ro our ſelves, and 
yeild eſpecially in rhings nor of light moment , bun of greateſt weight : 
nents were they matters of our eſtate , we would be induſtrious in them, 
n this if they lay at the ſtake, or were under queſtion, but how much 
of the more may the concernments of our perſons immediately chal- 


nding lenge our care and induſtry? the chings of this world Iye without 1,y;tur exi 


ob. $, us, and men witha lictle may live comfortably , aud many do ſo, guo mr 
yea more comfortably than others with abundance, and therefore 9: a: - 
rage- loſſes in the:world might nor ſo pinch us,ifreaſon(and much leſs if 
ce of grace) rule us , bur our perſcus cannot beill , but the paines and 
nd ro evils will rouch and grate upon us-, yet werethey but matters of 
ling body, as our health , eaſe, liberty , &c. we are careful there , and 
y the would coynt it folly and madneſs ro be negle&tful of rhem: though 
with yet men may be comfortable inthoſe things roo in their ſpirits: he 
ri ſer ſvirit of a man will ſuſtain its infirmities , but a wounded ſfirit who 
God can bear ? Prov, 18.14. Yet if all theſe ſhould preſs us here, they 
I,2, may do fo, andbebur fora featon, and be over and at an end 
oun- when Dearth comes. Bur ihcic are the great matters of our ſouls, 
21ce 2 and for ever , which if we miſcarry ia, render all other things to 
hoty no probr or advantage . 11d yur felve: miſerable for ever : the lofs 
rthe and miſery of our {111 veirg 1aſyerable , neither ro be born 
and with patience , n" , "avs bought off or to haveend or 
18, LE f mirtio4= 


aud 


Mot. 2, 


4 BALAAM'S WISH: or, 
mittigation. What willit profit us (as our Saviour ſaith, Math, 16. 
26.) to win the whole world, and loſe our own ſouls? or what ſhallbe 
given for exchange or recompence | what will the rich mans full bags 
or full baras do him good ? whathis beauriful wife, or prerty 
children , what the mulcicude of freinds and lovers, that may wail 
the loſs of him, or joy in rhcir inhericing what he leaves behind 
him ? yea what is any thing , what areal things ro him when his 
foul in the depth of hell and miſery , is ftript of all chings , and 
can now receive no eaſe or comfort from any of them ? As on the 
contrary , whar harm is it tothe poor man that he endures or 
hatch endured pinching poverty , and grinding gricts , the ſcorns - 
of the proud , and the conrempr of the coverous, that he leaves no 
eftate roothers , but enly his children perhaps , ro God and his 
providence (who alſo accounts the ſeed of the righteous as in- 
cluded in his blefling) whar if his name- be caft our on earth , and 
no man here mils or defire him ; if his foul white here be accepted 
of God , and when raken hence, be in the boſome of Abraham,and 
in the embraces of Chrit,never ro grapple with ſorrows or ſuffer- 
ings any more for ever ! what hurt is all that ro him ! our own in- 
tereſts herethen if any where , ſhould excire our earneſtne6,and | 
quicken our affeRions ro diligence in theſe things. 

Again, how earneſt, zealous, and induſtrious-hath God and 
Chrift, and che holy Spiric been,and yer are, for us to bring 13 
to this happineſs, and prevent our miſeries! when God made us 
at firſt , how much did he , how great works wrought he that we 
might be well provided for , and feel no miſery ! The frame and 
fabrick of heaven and earch, and all variety of crearures therein, 
and his notrefting from his works till he had provided us of all 
things that might give us reſt , do abunJantly teſtike, Bur when 
we had by our {in.forfeired all cheſe benefirs , ſee how our miſeries 
rather added to his diligence , and increaft the workings of his 
love and pirty toward us, then any whir abated them , we, had 
made him more work , and he diſdained it nor. He looked out for 
a ranſome for us and found jr , when nejcher men or Angels 
could haveinvented one, He reſted not in the miniſtry of Angels ro 
us , nor Infticturions of Laws and Ordinances pointing us out a 
way of righteouſneſs that the manthat doth them might live there» 
in; bur finding a defe& in all thoſe ſacrifices and appotiitments, 
and that our miſery was ſuch as no Law could provide againſt ir, 
no work of ours remedy us iy it ; he ſpared not his own $up , _ | 

; ſent. 
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ſent him forth for us , made him flefh , and fin, and a curſe , deli- 
vered him up for us ro Death , andtherein laid upen him the ini- 
ities of us all ; raiſed him up for our juſttfication , exalted and 
glorified him , filled him with all his fulnefs for us , made him the 
great High-Prieft to plead for us,and make reconciliation for our 
tis : Qur Prophet ro inftrut and guide us in the way to life : our 
King ro eommand , govern and rule us; ro ſave , prote(t and ho- 
nor us : the Lord of all ro controul all enemies and evils,and order 
all creatures as may be beſt for us; our Phyfician to heal us , &-. 
He declares him ,calls ro him,draws us by his love and irs cords, his 
bounty ,goodnefs,forbearance, inviting us to repentance, his corre- 
&ions rend todrive us from ourldols,and force us to ſeek after him, 
that we may live.yChriſt alſo he hath been,znd is as zealous of our 
good, and ſpared no paines or coſt ro do us good and help us. He 
accepted his Fathers will,came down from heaven ro do it , did ir 
wirh cheerfiIneſs , delighted ro do ir, was incarnare, ated , and 
did good ; ſuffered,ſorrowed, dyed, and therein bare our fins and 
carryed our ſorrows; refted not till having made a purgation for 
our tins by his blood , flain the enmiry , broken down the wall of 
partition , deſtroyed him that had the power of deach , rhat is,the 
devil ; aboliſhed death , raken orr of the midway whar might 
hinder us from coming back ro God and ro happineſs; made peace 
for us , perfeFed righteouſneſs, obtained an erernal redemprion : 
offering up himſelf a perfe& facrifice ro his Father , he received 
of him what ever power,glory and fulnefs mighr firrniſh and fic 
him to be the Author of erernal ſalvation to all thar obey him , 
and rhen he ſar down and reſted ar the right hand of God. And 
yeras the Father worketh hitherto for our good , ſohe worketh 
alſo; and tis faichfully mediating wich him for us , and digging 
abour and dreſſing us , ſending forth his ſervants, and with them 
his Word and Spirir , calling,connſelling, &'-. The holy Spirir 
alſo as he was one in devifing help and preparing it , in prepa- 
ring and ſanttifying the body of Chriſt , and ſtrengrhning him in 
all his ſervices and ſufferings for us (for in the eternal Spirit he off c= 
red up 1inſclt witheut (pot to Ged , Hit. 9, 14.) ſohe iff the name 
of Chrift and of God in him, ftrives in and with men, inliphrning, 
calling , revroving , convincing , moving , promilſmng , 
chreatning , withdrawing , andrecurning againe and ufing al 
means to wooe and turnys to Chriſt, and confirme us in him chat 
we might live andnotdie, Now ſhall God , and Chrift,and tus 


 »\ 
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Sptrir, be ſo concerned in us and our welfare, and ſhall we be 
ſloathfil and gegletive for our felves? how then can, or fhall we 
eſcape it we neglet ſo great ſalvation that rhe whole bleſſed Tri- 
yiry are-o diligent to promore ! 
Mot. 3. The holy Angels are raken with what Ged hath done for. us to 
Tepzav my, Jous good , peeping down as it were diligently prying into ir, 
CY - _ 1 Pet. 2.12. and they rejoice in our welfare, Lzke15.10. and ſhall 
inr-o/pi-e-e, Not we be much moreinquilitiveintothem,and diligent in endea- 
omni [idio in YOuring afrer what they rejoice in, and we ſhould much more: 
e/1quid incum they joy for us when well, and ſurely we ſhould much more joy 
b:re, heediul- for our ſelves ; and-if we negle& ir, we our ſelves muſt bear it, 


to, to Jook © 92 9+ 12, | | 

wiſtly a a The evil Angels or Devils are buklie and earneſt to ſeek our 
thing. ruine, and make themſelves and us everlaſtingly miſerable ; and 
DMt.a. their rage is preat as their time is ſhorter, Rev. 12. 12. and ſhall 


not we much more be induſtrious in ſeeking afrer our own good 
and welfare? that we may avoid their ſnares, and attain what 
they have Ioft, and envy that we ſhould find ic, even erernal 
happineſs ? ſhall our enemies be diligent and vigilant ro harm 
and kill us, and ſhall we fleepand be {lochful, and not ſtand up- 
on our Wa ch and Guard , watching and praying agatuſt them? 
and uling all means ro prevent our miſery and their defagns up= 
on us ? Satan compaſles the earih and walks ro and fro therein, 
and ſeeks whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 5.8. Fob 1.7. and {hall 
we {it ſtill and not go ro and fro to ſeek for knowledge and ger 
underſtanding, tobe delivered from himand his ſnares, and ob- 
rain everlaſting happineſs? 

Mot, 5. The wicked are bufie and eager, and earneſt to ſerve the devil 
and work out their own miſery , and poiſon themſelves aud us, 
and one another with their evil principles or examples ; or tv 
oppreſs and cruſh us with their wicked and malicious defigns, 
making themſelves and one another, and all of us miſerable ſo far 
as they. can: and ſhall not we be as careful, folicirous and dili- 
gent to do our (elves, and one arother, and all men good, and to 
lerve God, and make ſure of heaven ? &c. 


Al.6. The children of this world are »-2er forthe world : for riches, 
Per mare #2: honours, pleaſures ; plotting. 2 ':;- ning, riding , venture- 
od &*. . ing foul and body, and all for :+: : riling up early and Ut- 
- (97:19, ting uplate andeating the b--:. els; rc COVerous Man 


Euemy, Vy.Kt . _ NE? 
© Oxrriches, theambirious men {+ 110.4441), the volupruous man 


as. 
c for 
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for his pleaſures and jollicy , watching and raking their oppor- 
tunities for hawking, hounding, whoriug, ſporting, &c. every 
one for thar his kearr carries him out afrer; and ſhall nor we be as 
induftrious for Heaven,and God,and Chriſt : as the Apecftle ſaith, 
they that ſtrive for Mafteries are temperare in all things, and rhey 
indeed fora corruptible crown, and fhould not we do more for 
an incorruptible? x Cor. g. 25. - Mi.7. 

Yea every creature i bulie in what its office and work is, the Perva nam 7. 
Beaſts ro feed themſelves, which is the beſt happineſs they are ca- e*emplo cit, 
pable of, the Bird: to feed chemſelves, and {rand fing, &c, the 98" 70> 
Bee follows irs making of honey, the Spider to make irs web, the > wo 
Ant prepares her meat in the fummer, and gathers her foodin 
the harveſt, &c, the Rivers run from their ſprings into the Seas, 
and the Seas ebb and flow : all things are full of morion, and 1a- 
bourz and ſhall we only be idleand fic ſtill or donothing, or at 
bur lazilyfor chat which was the end of our coming into, and con- 
tinuanc e world ?. thatis to fay, the everlaſting welfare of 
our ſouls, Ezcleſ. 1. 4,5, 6.lernor all theſe rife up in Judgment 
apainſt us and condemn us. 

The Queen of the South came from the ends of the earth to 1.5. 
hear the wiſdom of Solomon ; and we have the wiſdom of one grea- *'©Ator 5:%p 
rer than Solomon brought to u3 in the Goſpel and preſerved among ****Y 
us, and ſhall we nor prize it,and improve it toour own and one a- ARES. A 
others. happineſs? Math. 12.40.41. It were profirableto do as St. % 345/004 
Chryſoftame exhorts his hearers, take the ho! y Bible in our hands, 42 7 07 
call rogerher our neighbours, and by rhoſe divine Oracles water 29z4@1 =e-- 
thence our own minds and theirs rhar are with us, that ſo we7® © 7 pd 
may eſcape rhe devices of the wicked one, and reap many good a I ov — 
benefits to our ſelves. To fay nothing of many diligent rorravail dy ark, . 
far and near, and hazard their lives and ſouls to ſee faſhiohs,and #7 &, 5% 
ſhallgor we be nzore induſtrious to ſee and enjoy rhe heavenly «1242 7 
country ? mens age 


. , 7 ups. 
9. And to ſay no more: The time paſt may ſuffice us to have Ps  _ 
wrought evil ind ſoughr after cur ruine : irs rime now ro awake 7 v5p m: 


to :iphreouſne(s and give diligence that we fail nor of the grace az.5u 23a%' 


of God , leſt ourtime bepurto an 'end, before we think of ir, £4! Hm.crr. 
and we be loſt for ever for want of wiſdom and dilivence ro im- ©," wy 
prove our times and ypportunities while we had them, 1 Pet. q, hh 
3.4. Kom. 13,12,13, Theſe and the like things ſhould be cone 
udered by us. 

T 


Te, 
F- zb rtali ht 
be!:01.e15, 


Rule 1. 


Rule 3. 


24, 25. and 13. 1,744. 20, 21, Eph,6, 11,18, 19. 


9$ BALAAM'S WISH: or, 


It may alſo further exhort and provoke all that are in the way 
of righteouſneſs, and following after ic,to holdon their way, and 
be not turned alide by any meaus from ir , ſeeing it hath ſuch an 
exdand reward arlaſt indearh and after death. Caſt not away 
your confdence which hath a great recompence of reward, bur 
we have need of patience that after we have done thewill of God, 
we may receive the promiſcs; for yer a while, and he thar ſhall 
come,will come,and wil! nor carry, Now the juſt ſhall live by 
faith, bur if any man (ye: if he) draw back, my ſoul (faich God) 
ſhall have no pleaſure in hin, Heb, 10. 35, 36, 37, 38. as good 
not at all, as not co rhe end ; better never ro know the way of 
righreouſneſs, than havins known it, toturn from the holy com- 
mandment, 2 Pct. 2. 20, 21. arid therefore 

Abide in Chriſt, in the :ainding and eyeing him and the grace 
glvenus inhim, and ſoin the likement of him, and well pleaſed- 
nels with him, by that grace affeted in us, rake heed ga decay 
of our farſt love, ar aleaving it; bur be diligent and Mtly in the 
conſideration of him, and the grace given us in bim, x Fob. 2, 28, 
Fob. 15.4,5. Rev. 2.3,4,5- Heb. 3.1,2. 7.and 12.2.15. and 

Ler Chrifts word abide in us: forget not,nor ler ſlip that which 
we have heard and received concerning him and from him, the 
will admoniſh, inſtru, and dire us every where; yea they will 
ſtrengthen and frame us to abide in the faith, and likement of ** 
him, and dependance on him ; for the Goſpel of Chriſt is the 

wer of God to Salvation (for the preſervation and keeping 
fromfalling) of every one that ns Fe 15.4.1 fob. 2.24, 
25. Heb.2.1.3.Col. 3.16. Rom.1.16. and 16. 25,26. 

Hold faſt the ordinances, traditions;or obſer vances delivered to 
us by the Apofiles, for our edifying our ſelves and one another 
inthe faith of Jeſus ; ſuch as be our Chriſtian communion and 
fellowſhip in the Goſpel ; nor forſaking the aſiembling of our 
ſelves rogether ; But exhorting one anotker while it is yer called 
roday; and therein provoking one another to love and goud 
works, praying in the holy Ghoſt both by our ſelves and rogerher 
with, and for one another, and for all Saints, breaking bread or 
obſerving the Lords Supper and whatever ordinances of the 
Goſpel, the Apoſtles baving received them of the Lord delivered 
to us, for our helpfulneſs, growth and preſervation in grace,. 
2 Thif. 2.14, 15.1 Cor.11.2,23.Col. 2.5. Heb. 3.1213. and 19, 


Beware 
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Beware of,. warchand pray. againſt all that may harm us and Rye 4. 
occafion our carols aſide, plucking out the right eye and cut- 
a 


= off the righr 


us 
Mark 9. 43.48, Math, 26. 41. and ſo 


1. Beware of falſe Prophets that under fair and ſpeciouspre- (,,. 
tences commend ſom my as right,or as righreouſneſs ro us, which 
our reward in Chriſt, by corcupting us 


isnotſo, to deprive us © 


d or foot to thar purpoſe, where they offend 
eſt by reraining them chey prejudice us,mif-lead,and undo us, 


{ 
11! | 


from the ſimplicity in him ; the belief of his dofrine and of the 
ſufficiency thereof, and of the grace in him for us in all things ; 
direQing us to ſome other law, doftrine or ' obſervation as ne- 
ceſſary for us beſide him, and what he propoſes ro us, or asren- 


dring ſomething in and of him doubtfu], needleſs or vain for us 
Math. 7. 15,16. and 24. 4, 5.23.24, 25- 1 
4.1,2. 6. 2 oh. 
that cauſe to erre from the words of knowledg, Prov. 19.27. and go 
frem1he preſence of a fooliſh man, when thou perceiveſt not in him th 
lip of knowledg, Prov. 14, 7. | | : 
Beware of eyeing and looking upon our own attainments, a- 
biliries, or ſeeming excellencies and fulneſs,and ſo ofheing there- 
through puffed up with pride,and becoming high-mMMded; pluck 
out thar right eye and caſt ir away, for irs exceeding dangerous; 
for pride goeth before deftrution, and an haughry mind before a 
Fall ; Be not bigh minded therefore, but fear as knowing thou ſtandcſt 
not upon thine own goodneſs, but by faith in Chrift, Prov, 6, 13: and 16 
18, 19.and 18, 12, Rom, tt, 20, 21. 
Beware of eyeing and looking upon the pomp and ſplendour 
ofthe world, and their prefeic portion, power, policy, muki- 
rude, and ſtrength for oppreffing the truth: or on the contrary ,on 
the low eſlare, perſecutions, troubles and aRiftions that the ſeek- 
ersand followers of the Lord are here expoſed to, or that thou 
thy ſelf meereſt with : or art threatned with,and in danger of, or 
likelihood to fall into , for thereby ſome have been turned aſide, 
and have fal'en' from the way of righteouſneſs. Thus Aſaph had 
like ro have ſtumbled, and to have turned aſide ; therafore pluck 
Gur thy right eye here roo, and caſt i: from thee, minding the Te- 


ſ&Emony of God which declares the ſad end of the wicked, not- 
Gichſtanding all cheir enjoyments, and the oocd end of the Lord 
Feward the righteous in ordering their rryals and afflitions ; and 


the goud end he will make with them in the concluſion, P/2!. 73. 
# 3-12, 13, 14, &c, M Beware 


7-b.2.18, 19. and 
7. 8, 9s. GA. 18.9. Ceaſe to bear the inſiruli ns 


Cart. 2. 


Cant. 3. 


Cant, 4. 


Cain, 


CO BALAAMS WISH, or, 

Beware of the love of this world,*and the things of this world; 
as irs favour, friendſhip, flatceries and thelike, left thy heart be 
ſnared wirh them; either fo as through luſt afrer them, if nor had; 
ov! thro:1gh content raking in them, or cares abour them if enjoy- 
e4; or grtefs about them if miſt or loſt, ro have thy heart choked, 
and the love of Godeaten our of thee : or ro have thy heart ſur- 
feired and drunken wich them, or carried away with fooliſh and 
noy ſome luſts after, and wnſober uſe of any of them co thy de- 
ſtruftion; Love not the world nor the things of the world. If a- 
72 man love the warld, the love of the Father is not an him, Joh. s. 
15, 16, 17. and he that will be a friend of this world, is an enem; 
of Gad, Fam. 4. 4 Seealſo Math, 13.22, 1Tim. 6.9, 16, 11, Luke 
&s- 342 35,36- if ricbes increaſe, ſet not your hearts thereon, Pſal. 62, 
9, 10. , _ 

Beware of poreing too much upon thine own barrcenneſs,dead- 
neſs, finfulneſs, unworthinels, or the little profiting by the means 
of grace,or by Gods dealing with us ; or the afflictions, croſſes, 
remprations, deſertions thou meeteſt with from God in the his 
dings of his face, or the like : or what of that nature may, and as 
they tend rey diſcourage in thy attending to and fullowing af- 
rer him, bur caſt away thoſe weights that preſs down, and con- 
{1dec what Chriſt ſers before thee in 1/a, 51. 1, 2, 3. &c. Hearker! 
»nto me, ſaith he, ye that follow afier righbtcouſne{s, that ſeek, the Lord. 


Look to the Rock, out of which ye were bewn, the hole of the pit ou: of 


which ye were digged. Lntck to Abraham your Father, and Sara, that 
bare you, for I called him alone, and bleſſed and encreaſed 1;»;, Where 
by the Rock our of which ye were hewed, may either be meant 
Chriſt; and by rhe hole of the picour of which we were dig- 
ved, the low eſtate of his abaſcmenrand ſ1fferin.g5s our of which 
we were begotren of God, to {:ek him and follow atrer righreou(- 
neſs, or elſe che low eftare 94t of which hc digged or pulted us, 
And rhen irs the ſame wir': that in eb. 12.2. Lokto Feſas the 
Author and finifher of the [:i15, and that in "p5. 2 11, 12, 13. 
Remember what you were b:{5re ſaved by orace, nd jc: bup br ons 


grace.and ſufferings ze were ſaved. Or elſe the next words explaing 


the former ; namely, Conſider Abraham the faiher of us all,as belic 


vers, and Sarah our Mother, the Type of the heavenly Feruſalem, the 1 
M>ther of us all, Rom, 4. 16. Gal, 4. 26. how dry his body, howg 
barren her womb, how alone they were,and how likely foro layge 


remained, inreſpe& to fruicfulneſs, when God called them, anc 
Ver 


- 
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yet his call and bleſſing pon them made them increaſe. And fo 
God will comfort Sion, and will comforc all her waſte places, and 
make her wilderneſs like Een, and her defart (thoſe of her that 
are mott deſolate forſaken and forlorn, in following after righte= 
ouſneſs and ſeeking the Lord) like the Garden of God. Foy and 
eladneſs ſhall be found therein, the voice of thanksgivino and melody, 
And verſe 4. His righteorſneſs, even the accompliſhment of his 
promiſes is near, his lalvation(or deliverance for ſaving) is gone 
forrh (is on the way to you and draws nigh,) fo that hold but on 
a lirtle longer, and you ſhall obrain them. 

Beware of roo wiPeying and looking upon the faults and of- 
fences, pride, {lightings,weakneſſes and miſcarriages of brethren; 
or of ſuch a make profeſſion and worſhip with us, they may ſome- 
time occalion ſtumbling and turning aſide. If thy right eye offend 
thee there, pluck ic our and caſt it from thee, putting on charity 
which covers a multirude of offences, z Pet. 4.7. 8. 

Beware of evil company and fellowſhip with vain, empty and 
ſinful perſons. Be not unequally yo!r-d4 with unbelievers ; either 
asto marriage with ſuch, or as to. holding great cerreſpondency 
and intimacv, or making leagne; with them. The Canaanites 
drew away Iſrael by ſuch means from God. A companion of fools 
is in danger to be deſtroyed, Pro. 13, 20. Bleſſed is the man that hath 
210t walked in the counſel of the 19podly, nor flood inthe way of ſinners, 
ner ſate in thy ſeat of (corners, P- nor therefore amongſt wine-bib- 
bers, among riotous eaters of fleſh, a companion of Harlors, or 
vain perſons,or bound up in friendſhip with angry furious perſons, 
left they provea ſnare ro thee, and undo thee, 2 Cor. 6. 14,15, 
16,17. Fjal. 1.2. Prov, x. 10,11, 15,and 22,24, 25.and 23,21, 
22, and 24. 1, 2. 

Laſtly, beware of the receiving the Grace of God in vain, or 
overly; for rhar's a great or main ground of, and way to the fail- 
ing in all the other particulars, and in time of rempration and 
ſufferings for the Goſpel cauſes or occaſions a falling off ; rhere- 
fore pive we igegegchar wefail nor of the Grace of God , lett 
any root of bitrerneBTpring np, &c. Math, 13.5, 6.20, 21. 2 Cor. 
6.1. Heb, 12.15, 16, But Iſhall forbear any further particulars, 
only add ſome conſiderations over and beſides what is ſaid in the 
fifth Caveat for further helpfulneſs. 

Confider the wonderful encouragement thou haſt in God and 
Chrift, and the engagement thou haſt rhenice ro corrinue in the 

M 2 faith 


Cant. 7. 


Cant, 8. 


r 
Helo ». 
WY 


02 BALAAM'S WISH: or, 
Faich and obedience of lim. It may be ſeen in diverſe particu- 
lars ; as 

I . Conſider what he hath already done for thee to manifeſt his 

love and goodneſs to thee , and ſuthiciency to help and fave thee. 
Nid he not deviſe and find ont a way to help and fave thee , when 
thou waſt wholly loſt, and his own Word , Truth and Law ſtood 
Againſt thee? and ic was above the reach of men and Angels, much 
more of thine own power and wiſdom , either ro help thee or ro 
find out a way whereby God might help thee. He was both infinite 
in wiſdom and underſtanding to find out the way, and in power to 
be able to bring it about , and hath attuQy deviſed and made 
the way for thy welfare,in his giving his only Son far, and to thee, 
as before hath been noted : and Chriſt hath come forth , ſuffered 
and dyed for thee toranſom thee fgom curſe,by being made. a curſe 
for thee , and to obtain bleſſing for thee, and give ir ro thee, Now 
he thar ſpared nor his own Son, but delivered him up for us all 
while {innersand ungodly , how ſhall nor he aiſo freely gives all 
things with him chat may further conduce to our welfare and ſalva- 
tion? 1 Rom.$, 32. if be bath reconciled us to himſelt being enemes, 
by the Death of his Son , bow niuch more being reconciled ſhall we be 
ſaved by bis life ? Rom, 5,10, and Chriſt having laid down his life, 
and ſhed his blood for thy redeniption and juſtitcation , whar 
mayſt rhou not_ hope in him that he will do for thee ? and whar arr 
thou nor obliged: ro do for bis fervice and glory ? where is there 
any that ſo loves us , and hath ſo done for us that we ſhould turn 
from him to rhenhad any paid a great debt for thee and freed thee 
from priſon , and raken thee home ro kim to maintain thee , when 
elſe likely ro have periſhed , woul4# thou not be very confident of 
his after-freindſhip to thee, ani kink rh» ſelf greatlyingaged ro 
love him,and be ready ro do him ſervice ; 

2. Conlider again whar fulng{ and ſifficiency is in him for us, 
ro help and ſuccour us all along, :d in alleryals ard temprations, 
ro fave us from all enemies , 7 :d bring us to the inherirance. 
Among the Gods there 3s none like «ntothee, O Lord , nor are there any 
works like thy works, faith D-:4, ' ſal V#. $. In Chriſt God 
hath provided all things for us perratning rolife and godlineſs, all 
things are there ready, Math, 2. 4. in him ickath pleaſed rhe 
Father that all fulneſs ſhould dw«:! ; yea, all the fulneſs of the 
Godhead dwells in him as in our t:cad and Saviour, and in hmm 
we are complear, Coll, x. 19. and 2,9, 10, Againſt the guilt of 
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our (ins,there isin him through his blood plenteouſne(s of redemp- 
tion , even forgiveneſs of fins that the conſcience of them might 
not drive us by deſpair from him , but that confeſling them and 
repenting , we might ſeek andobtain mercy in and by him , Fſal. 
130. 4, 7-1 Job. 2.9. and 2.1,2, Epb.t. 7, through that plen- 
reoulneſs of redemption in him thou maiſt oppoſe to the greatneſs 
of thy lins, the greatneis of his mercy and grace, F/a!, 145. 8. 
Eph, 2. 4, 5- againſt the mulricude of rhy fins the multicude of his 
mercies, P/al. 5.7. and 51.1. roall ſuch as ſeriouſly rurn ro him 


for ic, he will multiply pardon , 7a. 55. 7. Againſt the confidera- £ 
tion ofthy weakneſs there is Intinite ſtrength in him ts ſupport and 


inable thee under what rryals,and unto what ſervices he doth call 
thee : Againſt the coniideration of thy fully and bruicifhneſs,there 
is in him al ':£ treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, and upon 
him che Spirir of miſdom and revelation to inlighren and inftrut 
thec, and to make thee wiſer than thine enemies , even wite ro ſal- 
vation , and :liereii tc be wiſdom to thee , 1/2. 42. 1. 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
Againit the corruptiva of thy nature and natural diſpolition, 
there is in hin Spiricand Graretorenew, waſh and ſanGifie thee, 
ſo as to preſent thee white ard pure , withont ſpor or wrinkle,or 
any ſuch thing ; he being made thy ſanctification, 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
Eph. 5. 26. Satan isftrong to tempt and trouble thee, bur thete is 


in him greater power to uphold and ſuccour thee, 1 Jeb. 4.45. ' 


Againſt the power , policy and malice of the world, he hath over- 
come the world , and *:ath greater wiſdom , power , and love ro 
agen help and ſuccour thee, Fob. 16. 33. Ina word, there 
are all things inhim, and tharin all fulneſs thar are needful and 
fir for thee to (ave and tarisfie rhee, Riches and honor are with 
him , yea durable riches and righreouſie(s : his ways alſo are full 
of pleaſantneſs , and all his paths peace , Prov. 3. 17. and 8. 19. 
Now who would a pgpr man be willing tc retain ro and remain 
with, but ſuch a perſon as cai every way ſupply his needs? 

3. Conlider , God in Chriſt hath madea Covenanr, and ratt- 
fyed ic in his precious blood and confirmed ir with his oath , in 
which are all precious promiſes for xdminiftring all ſupplies of 
grace out of that infinitefulneſs in Chriſt for thee,according tothy 
needs inthy attending ro,and abiding in him: a Covenant ordered 
inallchings and (ure which Chriſt alſo hath undertaken as the Me- 
diator ofit in the vertues of his precious blood, and by his power- 


full interceſſion to ſee made good to thee, eb, g, 15, A Covenant 
in 


45+ 23» 


94 BALAAMS WISH: or, 
in which is provided and promiſed the writing his Law in thy 
hearc, putting his feace in rhy inward parts, teaching thee the 
knowledge of God, and the everlaſting blorting our thy fins , { 
as toremember them no more , Fic. 8. 10, 11,12. Yea, in a 
word , all grace neceſlary and good for this life, and for that that 
is tO Come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. 

4. Conlider chat God is faichſul that hath promiſed and can- 
not lie , nor will faile or fort=kxe them that ſeek and wait upon 
him , Heb. 10.23, 24.and 13.6, 7. and Chriſt is faichful ro him 
in all things thar he hath appointed him ro:both-as the Apoſtle of 
our profefſion to reach us in char Covenanr,and as the grear High- 
Priett co mediate the diſpenſation rhereoffor us , and give down 
irs promiſed contents to 11s 3 and he will nor fail , nor be diſcoura- 
goed rill he have ſer Judgment in theearth , Heb. 3. 1, 2, 1/2. 42. 
3, 4+ And of the faithfulneſs of God and Chriſt ro uphold , faye 
and ſatisfie the hearts of thoſe that wair upon him,there is a cloud 
of witneſſes , even all his Saints in all ages; who have ever lived 
and been preſerved through the faith ofhim to ſalvation , Heb. * 
iz.tor, and 12.1, Yea art not thou thy ſelfa witneſs hereof? 
hath he been a barren wilderneſs orland of darkneſs ro thee? whar 
iniquity haſt thou found in him that thou ſhouldſt forſake and 
leave him ? well ſaid the holy martyr Pelycarp-, Above forr{core years 
have Tſerved him , and he never harmed me , and there'ore I will ut 
now deny or ferſake him ,vhen he was about to be burnt for his name 
ſake, Fer. 2.5, 31. | 

Conlider the exceeding emptineſs of all other things or per- 
ſons , ſtates. or injoyments our of him ; whither wilt thou go from 
him to help or mend thy ſelf ? he only bath the words of eternal life; 
no ſalvation bur in him, and in the way of his commandments, 
Aft, 4.11,12. Fob. 6. 68, none elſe was crucifyed for thee,nor waſt 
thou baptiſed into any other name , x. Cor. Q. 13. ifthen thou tur» 
neſt from him, thou muſt needs go after vain things, and thinos 
that cannot profit thee : there is no ſacrifice bur his available wich 
God for thee, 1 Sam..12, 19, 20. Heb. 10. 26. to which of the 
Saints then wilc thou turn, if thonnegle&t him ? ifrhou goro the 
wiſe virgins having fooliſly negle&ted him,thinking they will ſup- 
ply thee, rhou arr deceived : they will tell chee their oyl they have 
is r00 little for themſelves and thee t90 , and bid thee go and buy 
ſomewhere elſe , Math. 2+. 9. If thou goeſt from Chriſt ro Anti- - 
chriſt, the Pope and his Miniſters, they will tel! rhee indeed they 

can 
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can redeem thy ſoul from prrgatory , which is nothing ; but 
from hell , they cannot redeeme thee ; they may rell thee they can 
give thee pardon and prevent thy miſery: bur heir indulgences 
are ſo void ofa bottome , that if thou rely on them thou wilc drop 


through into deſtruction : if thou goeſt ro men , men of low degree Ste D. Tai/or 
are vanity , and men of high degre are a ly , tobe laid inthe ballance d:ſwaſive 
they are altogether lighter than t.:it lf thou flee ro riches, they make jim perery, 


themſclues wings and will flee away from thee, Yea all things will fail © 
thee; and againſt the wrath of God from whom thou with-dra- 
welt , no power can defend thee, nor pollicy thifr thee , or ſecrer 
hiding place ſecure thee : it thou berakelt rhy felf ro thine own 
righteouſneſs and works , they ſhall not proficthee, Iſa. 57. 12. 
for if they could have ſaved thee , Chriſt came and dyed in vaine, 
which could not be, 

Conkider the brevity of all things here: the ommn , iryals 
and ſufferings here that chou haſt ro grapple with , are bur ſhort, 
the minding that will be a means ro perſwade thee to hold out a 
liccle longer and endure them : they are but momentany, 2 Cor. 
4- 17. and that conlideration in part helped the Apoſtles as there 
is implyed. The pleaſures or injoyments of the world for which fin 
and ſatan would perſwade thee to exchange eternal life , are ſhort 
r00, the pleaſures of {in are bur for a ſeaſon , and tharmight be in 
Moſes eye too. Heb. 11.25. and ſoriches are not for ever , nor doth 
the crown endure to every generation, Prov. 27. 24. after a lictle while 
both the good and the bad of this world will be gone : the world 
paſſech away,and the luſt of ir; yea, and the enmicy and troubles 
of it t00: Tet a li1tle while , 2nd be that ſhall come , will come , and 
will not tarry , Heb. 10. 37. And then | 

Coniider (what we, have beenin this Treatiſe all along conft- 
dering) the happy end and reward of the righteous ar Chriſts co- 
ming, and their exceeding joy that have waired for him,and ſhall 
then ſay with ſhouting ; Lo , this 3s our God we have waited for bim, 
and be will ſave, Thisis the Lord , whom we have tarryed for, we 
will rejoyce and beglad in bis ſalvation, Iſfa.25.9.And on the contrary 
the ſad end of theſe that have nor waired for him, but haſted from 
him, and rurned alide to crooked paths, they ſhall have ſorrows 
multiplyed upon them then , being led forth with the workers of 
iniquity , F/21, 16.4.and 125. 5.6. whoſe doleful end we have 
before mentioned. Ler theſe rhings be conlidered , and they may 
be uſefil through Gods blefling co perſwade us ro cleave - 
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Chriſt, and perſevere to the end with him, 

CUies3, A third uſe is, to diſcover the caufleſne(s that the righteous 
Di'swages have to envy and frer at the proſpericy and portion of the wicked: 
j-om *5:7”s ſurely they have no cauſe ſorodo, ifthey conſider either the hap- 
ihe Wicked «A . , 

pineſs of their own eſtare , aS rothe end or af-er-part rhereofeſpe- 
cially : or the miſery and wrerchedneſs of the ſtate and cordirion 
ofthe wicked , eſpecially as ro their end that haftes apace. See to 
thar purpole , ?ſz[mes 33. and 73. throughonr, as alſo Prov. 3.31; 
and 23. 17, 18, Let not thine heart envy finmers but be thou in the fear 
of the Lord all the day Jong : for there 1s an end. Contider that both 
thine own and the goodneſs of ic , rhe end char death will put ro 
thine afflitions anJ ſufferings , and the reward anJrecompence 
that will be after , which is thige expeation thar ſhall nor be cur 
off, as alſo the ſad and calamirous end of the wicked thine ene- 
mies, See alſo Prov, 24.1, 2; 19, 20. 

"2" Pe It may allo reprove and check' any fearfulneſs of Death, or 
Reprocf to cu; loathnels ro die found , and given way ro in and by believers. 
feeresof death: Why ſhould we fear death , ſeeing Chriſt hath aboliſhed Death 
forus, and madeit (toall in him without doubt) betrer than the 
day in which they were born, Eccleſ. 7, 1. 2 Tim. 1, 10. the out- 
let to ſorrows and miſeries, and in-ler to all happineſs; a paſſage 
co reſt, and peace, and freedom from all evils , and ro the nearer 
and fuller injoyment of Chriſt , and of che happineſs given us in. 
him ! The Apoſtle was not afraid, but defirous to be diffolved and 
ro be with Chriſt, and ſure ifwe knew and loved Chriſt as well as 
he, and loved the world as little, we ſhould be fo too: and rhough 
David had ſome rifings of fear in the veiw of it, yer ſee how he 
checks them in,Pſal. 49, 5. Why ſhould T /ear in the days of adverſy, 
when the iniquities of my heels do compaſs me about , ſeeing none can 
eſcape it , and the Lord will redeem my ſoul from the power of the 
grave, (or of hell) and will receive me , faith he Verſ, 15. The con+ 
fideration of the end or reward of the righteous , which we have 
in ſome meaſure been veiwing.; as.it ſhould proroke us rodili- 
gence in ſeeking ro be found in Chriſt as our righreouſneſs ; fo 
being ſo to. incourage usro lay down our lives when he calls for 
them fromus , and eſpecially ina way of ſuffering for him , with 
as much readineſs as a childe toleave ſome poor cotrage where 
he did ſojourn , to goto his Farhers full and ſtately houſe : or a 
vafe to leave ſome place of pilgzimage and hardſhip , ro gotv 
liyewithher loviog., rich , aud render kusband,, Burt how much 


do 


ol 
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do we generally both live and die more by, or according to ſenſe, 
than by or according ro faich? and yet as it isa mercy tolive our 
our days , to be ſerviceable in them ro God and men , thar fulfil- 
ling our work we may receive the fuller reward ; or having 
through wandring weakned our ſelves,tolive to recover ſtrength, 
and not be taken away in che midft of our days in wrath and Judg- 
ment : ſo the Saints have been , and we may be loath ro die, and 
ſubmillively defire to be ſpared of God, fo as we may come to our 
graves asa Rick of Corn fully ripe , Pal. 39. 13 and 102. 24, 
Fob. 26. Phil. 1. 24. Iſa. 38. 3, 4. 

It may alſo incite and provoke wicked men to confider with 


themſelves che ſad and dolefill fare and way they arein , ahd to * 


awakenberimes while yet they may,and there is yet a day of grace 


and mercy aftorded them ro repentance; thar ſo they may not ' 


know what the death ofthe wicked is , and the after-part rhar 
will follow : but that that ſad and endeſs miſery mayde prevented 
from them , it ſpeakes aloud to all ſuch in the language cf che 
holy Ghoſt in Ja. 55. 7. not only ro wiſh , and deſire F/and pray as 
Balaani here did, Ob let me die the Death of the righteows , and let my 
latter end be like his ; but to forſake their wazs , and let gotheir vain 
and evilthoughts , and turntcthe Lord , whois gracious z and to our 
God , who-will multzplyto pardon : and who bath ſaid and ſworn as 
be lives be hath no pleaſure in the death of te wicked , but ratber that 
he turn and live , and therefore calls , Turn ye: turn ye,by willye die? 


Ezek. 33.11. Thereisall thereaſon in the world that a wicked / 


man ſhould rurn from his wickedneſs , and nor go on in it; for if 
he go on, there is a gulf before him into which he will fall , and 
wherein he will certainly periſh for ever ; all che word of God 
ſtai.ds againſt him; yea, al the love and mercy of God and the 
ſufferings , blood and purchaſe of Chriſt thereby , will come in 
and plead againſt him , and Iy upon him, and aggravare his miſery 
if he turn nor intiine : hispeace, proſperity and comforts will all 
flee away and vanith ere long, as ſmuke in the wind : and his 
miſeries and ſorrows will come thick and threefold upon him,and 
cruſh him in peices for ever, And on the other ſide, if he repent 
and turn , the word , and promiſe , and oath of God: the ſuffe= 
rings. blood , facrifice and mediation of Chriſt ,” and the holy 
Spicit ii and wich all are for him , and afſure him of a gracions in- 
rertainmeiut with Cod ; of waſhing , cleanſing , forgiveneſs and 
healing by Chriit , and ot an eyerlatting happy porton;his _ 

N then 
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than will be good, avd his refurre*ion better , and nts aftersſtate 
beit of all. Heihall have what Ez/aam here withr to have, bis 
ſoul foall diethedeath of the rizhteous , and his laiter cndſhall be like 
bis. 

UV/e.6. Irproclaims the deſperate folly and madnefs of wicked men, 
F -pr.«f 11h: that will yer perlift in their wickedneſs , notwichſtanding ſuch a 
wr hel nz! diſcoyery of the end of thoſe that ſo do: bur much more the deſpe- 
EY -"* rate madnels of fuch as having been through the grace of God 
backiide, Drought into the way of righteouſneſs , do for any occalion , or 

upon any account eicher of diſcontent with their owne way and 
portion , or covering after the way and portion, or injoyments 
of any other,turn from the way of righreouſneſs : theſe do as thoſe 
who being brought ſafely our of the dangers of the ſeas, and of 
periſhing there by ſome ſtorm, and being ſer ſafely on a rock on 
the ſhore , ſhould becauſe rhe wind blows cold upon them /, or 
becauſe rhey ſee ſome little fiſhes play , or rather ſome periſhing 
men flcar on the waves, thro w themſelves headlong thereinto. to 
their deſtruction , bur indeed far worſe. 1f 1 ſay to a righteous man, 
faith God , thou ſhalt ſurely live ; ifthat righteons man trufting in 
bis righteouſneſs , commit iniquity , be hall ſurely die, Exh, 33.13. 
If we turn from God , we muſt needs go after vain things , an 
things that proficnor, 1 Som. 12.21. but thats bur an eaſfie and ſoft 
expreſſion in compariſon of what the holy Ghoſt hath elſewhere, 
as when he ſaich , Thor wilt deſtroy a!l thoſe that go a whoring from 
thee , Pſal, 73.27. Andthey ſhall be deſtrozed with an everlaſting de= 
ftruSion from the preſexce of the Lord , and fremthe glory of bi; poreer, 
that obey not the Goſpel, 2 The. 1. 7, 8. and they are ſaid norto 
obey the truth rhat abide nor in ic, Gal, 3. 1. 

Vjen. Bur lafily , ic may inftrut us ro moderation in our mourning 
Infiridiou 16 for the death of ſuch as are righteous and die inthe Lord ; that 
moderation in we ſhould not mourn for them as thoſe that are without hope, 
oh {07 either of or for them, or of our enjoyment again of them ; there 
_—_ ** is nocauſe of fo mourning fur rhem;. nay, bur as our Saviour faid 
Non elt]y- To his Diſciples mourning ar their hearing of his leaving them, 
gendus qui Tf ye had Irved me ye wauld have rejviced, becauſe I (aid. I goto 
acre, cedit my Father, for my Fa:b.r is greater then T, Joh. 14.28.S0 in re- 
oof _—— * ſpect of ſuch perſons when taken away by death , we have rather 
profett © ef Cauſe of joy and gladneſs than of lamentation and ſadneſs, for they 
09'm puras Are gone toa berter place and fſtate,aszo their ſpirits, which is the 
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main of them : and their bodies too are more at eaſe than they 
were before; they ry the Lord (as we have ſeen) are bleſſed 
at the pAent,and rhe thall come again in cheir perſonal and bo= 
dily capacities after a while wich Chriit co the enjoyment of hi; 
Kingdom ; yea, fo as theliving Saints (hall nor prevent rem; 
as is ſaid, 1 The}. 4. 13.14,15,16,17, which words we have to 
comfort one another with in this caſe, left on record for our 10 
fruction ; indeed ſome cauſe of mourning, and in ſome repard of 
great lamentation we may have ſometime ; as Abrahem istaid to 
have forrowed for Sarah, Facovs ſons for him, and the people of 
Iſrael for Mſes,and divers others; but the Jews write the middle 
letter of the word uſed of 4br2hams weeping very ſmall, to figni- 


fie, they ſay, his moderation in reſpect of his belief of che reſtr- mm2> 


rection, bur ics (aid Ad 8, 2. That devout men carried Srephen 
to his burial,and ro have made great lamenrarion for him. When 
perſons are very uſetul among people, and a great blow, breach, 
or loſs comes to rhe Survivers by their removal ; then there is 
ground for grear lamenration in reſpe thereof, and eſpecially 
upon thoſe that it fails ſo heavy upon ; as for the loſs of our ſc- 
ciery with them, and their uſeful company, orthe loſs others have 
ofthem : burin regard of themſelves there is cauſe of rejoycing, 
ſinging and making merry, for thatrheW-race is run, their dan- 
gers paſt, their cares and [abours are ar an end ; their goal ob- 
rained, and their reward aſcertained. And it ſeems the Jews did 
apprehead the ſame truth as Ba/azm here, that the dearh of the 
righteous was a delireable thing, and marrer ofgladneſs ; for 
when they(who accounted themſelves the righteous nation )died, 
they had muliek and melody upon their departing, as appears by 
thar pailage of our Saviours fin-ting Minſtrils at the houſe of Fai- 
rs whe his daughter was dead, Mtv. 9. 23. and ſure by how 
much the more the grace of God is unfolded by the death and res 
ſurreRion of the Lord Jeſus, and hi: Spirir opening the grounds, 
nds and verrues of it, in and by the Goſpel co us : ſomuch the 
more gladneſs whene:ighreous perſons die in their righteouſneſs ; 
It's that that good men have defited before they artained ir, as 
the Avolile Pax/, Phil,1.23 T defire to be diſſikved and be with Chrit, 
wich 15 etter, And it's thar that bad men have withed they 
ni12ht have the happineſs of obtaining, as appears inthe Text; 
Let 4e ae the death of ihe righteous, and let miy latter end, &'c. Now 
when an; atcain that which is defireable on all hands (and eſpe- 
N 2 ciafly 
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cially when they have lived ro a good uld age, and have filled 
up the number of their days, and ſerved their generatioy, by the . 
will of God) ſhould we morn for them withour rejoyihg? or 

ſhould we mourn ſo in reſpe efour ownlofles, as not roqualifie 
and rake up our ſelves with the conſideration of their gain. If a 


Non 2 1172 heathen maii could comfort himfelfover the death of his deceaſed - 
{cd pr2%/., daughter, with the confiderarioa rhat fhe was nor loft, bur only 


Cic. 


gone or ſent away before ; how much more may we Chriſtians 
when we may ſay it with this addiion,thar they are gone before 
ro heavenly and happy manſions, ro the boſome of Abraham ; nay 
ro the preſence and enjoyment of the Lord Jeſns in their ſpicirs ; 
and that they ſhall come again with him: and though their bodies 
now lie covered up in earth and aſhes, or duſt; yerthey alſo ſhall 
be raiſed up again in honour when Chriſt appears, and then borh 
body and ſoul ſhall appearin glory with him, and enjuy ſo happy 
a portion as exceeds all expreſſion : 

And now I have finiſhed what I had to fay to my Texr, but 
yet not my diſcourſe without a word of Application of ic up+ 
on this laſt account to that which occaſioned my thoughts of 1r, 
which was the death and interment ofa good and vercuous Gen= 
rlewoman, Mrs. Barbars If hitejocte of Hapton in the County of 
Norfolke ; A woman weFknown in rhe Conntry, not ſo much for 
her outward greatneſs as to eſtate in the world (though God 
gave her a good ſufficiency rhere too) as for the good {he did in 
the world ; and eſpecially re the places and people near her : Her 
profeſſion and praftice proclaimed her a Chriſtian more then in 
name only : a follower after righreouſneſs, and a ſeeker of the 
Lord ; onethar we judge to have ſought firſt Gods Kingdome 
and his righteouſneſs, and therefore we queſtion nor bur ſhe hath 
now obtained. A woman of a good report many years, and of 
nored zeal and fervency in what ſhe apprehended to be the rruth 
and right way of God , walking fur diverſe years with, and of 
good norte, among ſome people called Independants: amonoft 
whom her love and liberaliry, zeal and dilivencein ſeeking after 
God, according to their principles, were conſpicuous, and her 
yer remaining works for them ard rheir entertainment ſpeak 

et for her. But ir pleaſed Gud in proceſs of time to open 
bo underttanding ww the Scriprures of truth and righter 
way of the Lord, in giving her to perceive his Grace in Chrift 
to all mankind, according to the received doFrine of the Churci 
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of Eng/a1d, and freeneſs to impart ir to all, and intereſt any of all 
there=through in his everlaſting Covenant in coming ro him, 
and to bring her into acquainrance with a people believing 
and walking therein, Chiefly Ithink, by means of her fon in 
law , Mr feremy Colemas, Miniſter of Hether{e# in Norfolke, a man 
ofa ſweer and excellent ſpirit, and uſefully precious in his ge- 
neration 3 who ſome years before her, though young, was rake!» 
away as a chaſtiſement ro many yer ſurviving. How readily ſhe 
received the Teſtimony of the Grace of God in its extent, and 
how we!ll (he relifhr ir, and retained ir, and how blameletl, and 
uprightly ſhe walked in ir for divers years before her deceaſe, 
and until her deceaſe, I ſuppoſe miany can Teſtifie. And to tha! 
fhe was ſo far as men may judge, a truly righteous perſon ; be- 
canſe ſeeking and accepting of the Lerd Jeſus Chriſt only 16 t-- 
her — her generation to her capacities, which were 
none cf the meaneſt, Herconftancy in the faith of Chriſt, her 
love ro tr, her charity and liberalicy, her blameleſnefs, &c. yer 
live in the memories of diverſe, though ſhe be dead now ſome 
time {ince, and long may they there live. A woman ſhe was thar 
had a cloſe therefore bercer than his thar died unlamented,and in- 
deed worthy to be lamented in ref.:eX of orhers,, thungh ro be r-- 
Jaiced in, in behalfe of her ſelf. The lofs many have and wil! 
have of her, i5 tobe bewailed by us; for as ſhe was good and 
uſeful comany while fhe lived, fo now being dead that uſe nei 
cannor bur be miſſed. Chiefly her onely ſon hath a lofs of her. 
whom ſhe had a moſt matherly and affetionare care of, being a5 
yer in his minority, and a lictle roo much indulgence for hi: 
ſake, and ro have ſeen him well diſpoſed of , and much more, 
truly well diſpoſed , ſhe could have been glad , if God had 
pleaſed,ro have lived here yeralictle loner: orberwife for her (elf 
conrent to be diffulved and ro be «ith Chriſt. How gravely and 
oracioutly (as | was informed. I being rh©. nor there) the af 1n- 
Brit and admontih him , when her ſickneſs began rg ſeize nw ker, 
and ſhe thovo hc death approached, {ume , er can weil raven, be 
and I pra, God he himielf may nor forverir, born ov tolls bet 
oo0d admonitions, adviſe and yractites as tun 7 as be lives, 5 
'he rown and neiphborhov tl had her, wi y v 
14ment that one ſouſeful roavd amor 190% 3! 
The 50d relief rhe poor het, and the 0 
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rhe po0J opportunities ſuch as would, had , and more alſo might 
have had , for receiving inſtrutions in the Goſpel and truth of 
G {for their ſouls by her means,as a countenancer and promorer 
ticreot , peak for lamenrations upon her death , her freinds and 
rela:to:t3 have the want and loſs of her company and acquain- 


"tance : (a) but ihe we truſt is above the reach of loſs and wants as 
ther felt, Inrany reſpets therefore her Death is greatly ro be 


lamented . but in reſpe& ofher death it ſelf , and in reſpect of her 
{e:f in and by dearh , cauſe of gladneſs and much rejoycing. Thar 
ihe did well white ihe lived, and lived ( long as (he did, (cone 
{idering her weak buy , much crazineſs and often infirmicies) to 
do fo much good as the did, and rhar fhe dyed in the fairh of 
Chriſt, and hoye of his glory to be revealed upon her , and in- 
joyel by her at che appearing again of the Lord Jeſus ; theſe are 
macters to be rejoyced in and tor, Herrighteoug doing heres at 
and ead , but her righteonſteſs in which ſhe was righteous, and 
which inthat righteonſnels the did, endurerh for ever : for ſhe was 
righteous in that ſenſe of riohreouſneſs roo as it is raken for mercy 
and almfdeeds : forhar it might be (aid of her , ſhe diſperſed and 
gave to the poorer righteru neſs endureth for ever , and therefore ber 
l1947n ſpall be exaited with bony , Pjal, 112.79 The conlideration 
of the goodneſs of her life , but much more of the happineſs of her 
death , and ofher ſtate as dead , pur me in minde of what Þalaanm 
wiſht , and put me upon exulicacing ir in order rothe conlidera- 
tion of the deſirableneſs of what he wiſhed and defired, Well, ſhe 
i: gone, and gone to rhe beſt place , we truſt thar ſhe could go to, 
even to the preſence? of the Lord Jeſus , .in whom and through 
whoſe grace, ſhe and whar {he did,bad allowance and acceptance: 
and with whom ſhe is above our wiſhing and praying for any 
thing more for her, except that Gods Kingdom may come, ani 
therein the accompliſhment of hers and all our happineb. Being 
a woman that feared God, and wrought righteouſneſs , as ſhe was 
accepred of God,fo ſhe may be praiſed of men : for fatozr is deceit= 
ſul , ana beauty is vain, but a woman that jeareth the Lord ſhe ſhall be 
praiſed : and though I cannot ſay of her in all things.as was ſaid 
of that unparalei'd woman, Prov, 31. yer we may ſay in her com- 
mendations, the was Joubrleſs amon- rhe 74: 1hrers that did ver- 
toutly ; though 1] wiil not fav thar the ezcellcd all che reſt, Prov, 
31. 3-, 31. Let us all» imitate whatſoever was iruly praile- 
worthy 
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worthy inher, giving diligence that we may ate the death of the 
righteous by livizg their life , that our latter end may be like hers, 
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Diex, adien dear Friend, that (ate priſſeſs 

\ Wherein the upright Souls have endleſs bleſs, 
What others but defired , thou haſt pain'd: 
What we yct pray for, thou baſt now obtain*d, 
Freed from all earthly droſs and worldly cares , 
Thou haſt that peace now which nothing impairs, 
Thy righteouſneſs which here thou followdft after , 
Like Sarahs womb , bath brought forth only laughter, 
For nought but joy and _ attends 
The Soul that on the Lora alone depends. 
Who truſting in him doth whats good, how wel! 
He ſpeeds at laſt, no mortals tongue can tell, 
But thou in part injoy't what we below 
Can ſee but glimmerings of , not fully know, 
Thy Race is ran, thy Goal's obtain'd , and thou 
Art far above the reach of danger now, 


Oh happy Soul ! But bleſt for ever be 


That precious Lamb of God 1hat made thee free, 
Free him to cleſe with, and believe on here: 
Free now from ſin , gemptation , ſorroz? , fear, - 
He was thy Righteouſneſs , He 3s thy Reſt, 

Fer ever may bis boly Name be blcſt, 


Ai 
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An Acroſtick, 


B lejt Sox! adieu, exjoy that reſt 

A nd peace whereof tbou art poſſeſt. 

R ejoyce in thy behalfe we may, 

B ecau/e thou went'ft to heaven the way. 

A nd there, we truſt, with Chriſt thou art ; 
R eceiving that moſt joyſul part 

A ng the Saints, which can't decay. 


W ho can that happineſs conceive, 

H eaven gives to thoſe that here believe 

I n Feſws Chriſt ! whoin his grace 

T rujft to the end, they ſee is face 

E ternaly, whence iſſues forth 

F ulneſs of joys of boundleſs worth, 

O bh happy ſtate ! who can but wiſh it ! 

O bh folly to neglet and miſs it | 

T hank ts rich grace which doth us grant 
,E naleſs enjoyments, without want. 


Barbara IWhitefoote. 
ANAGRAM. 
Bar, Bar, a W hitefoote ' 


O R, 
O what if a robber cat! 


. f.- 
or, O what if a robber.cat, 
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We need not here the Letters to diſplace, 
To find an Anagram ; the voice 0! grace 
With gentle pauſings we may orderly, 
I'th' letters and i”th' Syllables eſpy. 
Bar, Bar; out every plea of evil ſpirits, 
Who becauſeſhe had ſin, would its demerits 
Againſt ber plead, as b; The therefore muſt 
Out of the Catalogue of Saints be thruſt, 
From th* upright ones, whoſe death and after-ſiate 
Is bappy boundleſly beyond times date. 
Forſhe a Whitefoote was, and bad, ber ways, 
Aﬀettion, truſt, meant bythe Foote, were praiſe= 
Wortby through grace, waſht White in his pure blood 
Who as a Sacrifice in her place ſtood, 
And anſwered for her blacks : bathing therein 
Her Foote, was made White,cleanſed from duft of ſi, 
And dirt of werldly filth, that might defile her, 
Bar, Bar o#t therefore all that would beguile her 
Of what the ſupreme Fudg hath made the right 
Of ell that walk, here with a Foote that's White, 


Or Thus, 


Who with 2 Whiceſoote, 4 ” walk, docome 
To ſeek, admittance into Chrifts Kingdome, 

All evil Angels he from then will fray ; 

And will command, Bar, Bar thoſe ves array. 

He'll count them meet to walk with him in White 
Whoſe ways are cleanſed, aud who'e heart's made right. 


But O what if a robber eat? He muft 
Out of this heavenly Company be thruſt, 
Its Chriſts Jheepsr old who will ceme and o're 
1he wall would climb, not entring by the door: 
Who of Saints priviledges would partake, 
And yet Chrift of bis olaims the ground dow't make 
Or walky "uot with a/Whitefoote, would he eat, 
Bar, Bar him, He's a robber, muſt be beat, 

(8, 


But 
Ie 


BALAAMS WISH 


Bit O what if a robber eat : his bite 
T feare will rob me of my heavenly right 

For in me many fanlts he may efpy 

To faſicn on , ſrare not , thou ſhalt nit ay. 

Feare not thou Whitefoote , he but pnaws a bone 
That faſten on a Foote , where fleſh there's none, 
Being in Chit ;, Hir perfe@ righteouſneſs 

Thy finfall fleſh removes , procures thee bleſs : 

Eccho the lait word then of thy ſad mone 

In Latine Eat , anat's let him be gone, 

Bar , bar the robver ont , be boldly cries , 

Trat lives a Whitefovre and a Whirefoote dies, 


EPITAPHIU Me. 


IN Orrua qua jacet hic terra tumbaque ſepulta 
'VI Cum Chriſto #therea parte bearg maner. 
Barbara nomine erat; non Barbara moribus autem : 
Nomine Pes Albs , moribus arque fur. 
Quz quia dum vixit pede grefla eft cautior albo 
Mortua nunc albo eſt digna reperta loco ; 
Ccaleſti veſtita mirens jam luce, quod albis 
Nil commune nigris , candida conveniunr. 
Pes iter & finis, pars ultima ; proſperus albus 
Er purus, Falix finis tterque iis. 


In Engliſh thus, 
43 


> Ho lies bere dead in earth and tomb inter'd 
\ \ Her heavenly part's to Chriſt in bleſs perfer's, 
Barbara her name , Her ways not Barbarous were 
Her name and manners both Whitefoorte did beare, 
Who fince ſy alive wiſely with White ſteps wens 
Un'o a place thats White , being dead fhee's ſent 
Where now ſhe ſpineth clotÞ*d with heavenly ligh!; 
For White with lack agrees not but with White 


| 


oote 


a ,/<——. 
_—_ 


tl. A... oa 


a. a ths. 
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Foote way and end, White bappy and cleane portend, 
The clean @ way , are happy way and End, 


Sic Iuſit in amicam vira in fide defim&tam juyenilius 
ingeninm hominis jam ſeneſcentis. 


Fobannis Home. 


hi 


